
 

 

SNA Alumni 
Sam – 2025 Leaver  

 
GCSEs study: Business (9), English (8,8), PE (8), Geography (8), Combined Science (7-
6), Maths (6), Spanish (6)  

Post 16: A Levels at South Nottinghamshire Academy were: Business (A), Media (A), 
English Language (B)  

Post 18: Business Management student at the University of Nottingham  

WHERE I AM NOW: Currently second year and excited to do my year in industry starting 
June 2026  

 HOW I FOUND THE TRANSITION FROM A LEVELS TO UNIVERSITY: Relatively easy to 
be fair! Revision/work wise day to day, A Levels is probably the hardest thing to prepare 
for. It’s nice to meet loads of new people whilst also staying in touch and being close 
with those I was with at SNA, and also to be involved in sports teams at one of the best 
uni’s for sport across the UK. I’m sure once you get embedded in Uni with an exciting 
freshers you’ll realise the autonomy and freedom is class; there may be a few early 
wobbles while you adjust to a new way of living but it’s all an exciting experience!  

ASPIRATIONS FOR THE FUTURE: It’s hard to say exactly what i’d want to do/be in the 
future, but at the moment just trying to grow my networks and do something within 
Business that will allow me the strong experience to be able to apply for things post 
graduation and discover what it is that I really want to do.  

MESSAGE TO STUDENTS: Enjoy every minute you can while at school, you’ll enjoy Uni 
too but it’s also important to not put too much pressure on yourselves. For example, to 
get onto my course they set grade requirements of AAA, however they let some people 
in with 2 B’s and a C, which is still good grades to achieve. Don’t be put off by applying to 
ambitious universities and aim high, because you’ll be surprised at what can actually 
happen. Also if worried about Uni or unsure, consider applying for degree 
apprenticeships, they give an amazing hands-on experience whilst getting a degree, and 
earning from it…only drawback for me from applying for them was that I wanted the 
social life and independence of being at Uni! 


