
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Year 10 Mock examinations – Monday 21st June-Friday 2nd July 2021 

Please find attached the Y10 mock exam timetable along with a revision guidance overview for 

parents and students. 

In recent years there have been a number of significant changes to the nature of assessments at 

GCSE level – as a result, all qualifications are now assessed with a final exam. Therefore, it is 

important that students are prepared for and practised in these exam conditions  

As your child approaches the Year 10 mock examination period, we would like to provide you with 

some details as to how you can support them at home with their assessment preparation. Students 

have been provided with a revision checklist for each subject that provides an overview of revision 

resources to use prior to the mock examinations. This information can be accessed now by both 

students and parents via the Show My Homework app.  

All students have received an exam board approved revision guide for each of their subjects. Specific 

page numbers from these books have been included on the assessment checklists which link to a 

unit your child will be assessed on. 

In addition to this, Year 10 students have been participating in revision sessions in tutor time to 

support with work prioritisation and revision skills. An overview of this support programme has been 

provided at the end of this letter. 

We will also ensure that ongoing support and guidance will be provided through assemblies and 

tutor time to ensure that your child continues to build their confidence, experience and skillset with 

preparation for their exams during Y10 and Y11. 

 

Mock exam guidelines 

It is vital that your son/daughter is fully prepared for each exam. We would be really grateful if you 
could support them by ensuring that they: 

• Arrive promptly at school and for each of their exams 

• Are fully equipped with stationery including a black pen, a pencil, a ruler and a calculator for 
those exams where a calculator is permitted. These must be in a clear pencil case, or a clear 
food bag would also be suitable. Pencil cases are available to purchase complete with all 
equipment from the Exams office if required. 

• Have a drink of water in a clear colourless plastic bottle, ideally with a sports cap; they will 
be allowed to have this on the desk during each exam. 

 



 

 

 

 

• Have had something to eat before each exam, especially breakfast before any morning 
examinations as this will help with their concentration. 

• Are in full school uniform. 

A full list of exam notices is on the school website which we would encourage your son/daughter to 
read regarding exam rules and regulations.  Normal lessons will resume in between examinations. 

Homework and revision expectations: 

It is important that Y10 students strike the appropriate work and life balance with revision habits in 

the lead up and during any exam period. SNA are keen to help students manage their time and 

organisation effectively with the following: 

• During May 2021 half term break – students should complete a minimum of one hour’s 

worth of revision for each of their GCSE subjects. This equates to between 8-10 hours of 

revision across the week. Some students will opt to complete more of course, and this 

should be supported. However, striking a healthy balance is vital. To support with this 

revision focus, all subjects will only set revision-based study as homework activities. 

Students will not be expected to complete any wider homework during the half term break. 

• Return to school prior to mock exams (two weeks) – During this window, subjects will 

continue to only set homework which contains a revision focus. This will help students to  

• structure their time effectively, and reduce their wider workload prior to the exams 

beginning. 

• During the mock exam window (two weeks) – No homework or revision will be set. Students 

will still be expected to complete their own independent revision, but SNA will not set 

additional work during this time. We are keen that students do not become anxious or 

overwhelmed with exams during the day, along with additional homework being set during 

the evening. 

• Following the mocks – All students will receive mock exam analysis sessions within their 

lessons so that exam performance can be reflected upon and reviewed. This is a very 

important part of the process as it enables both SNA staff and Y10 students to plot the 

support and intervention moving forwards. 

 

When students are in Year 11:  

Further information to follow of course, but parents might appreciate being given some prior notice 

about how students will be supported in Y11.  A Period 6 calendar will be produced whereby 

students can access additional study in school each day. This will help build knowledge, 

understanding and revision techniques across all subjects which your child takes. Holiday 

programmes will also be used so that booster sessions and impact days can be built into Y11 holiday  

 



 

 

 

 

 

time. We are keen to get this balance right and not all holidays will be targeted so that families can 

plan and prepare quality family time as well. Also, during each holiday programme, students will not 

be required to attend on all days. SNA will aim to communicate these holiday exact dates during the  

Autumn Term 2021 so that families can plan family breaks around the holiday programmes. In the 

meantime, we appreciate that early notice will be appreciated, so we can provide the following 

windows where we plan to carry out our Y11 booster sessions: 

October half term – Week 1 only (Mon 18th Oct – Fri 22nd October 2021) 

February half term (Mon 14th – Fri 18th February 2022) 

Easter – Week 1 only (Mon 4th April – Friday 8th April 2022) 

Finally, Mentoring programmes, Y11 assemblies and Careers meetings will run throughout Y11 so 

that students can receive frequent guidance and support to ensure that their progress, health and 

well-being remains positive. 

How can you support your child during the mock assessment process?  

Parental tips to help your child overcome examination pressure: 

 

• Support your child to achieve the ‘Homework and revision expectations’ information above 

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zckydxs  

• https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/coping-with-exam-stress/ 

We are confident that the preparation and support that your child receives both at school and at 

home will be of great benefit to their progress and attainment in Year 11. Should you have any 

queries, however, please do not hesitate to contact m.siviter@snacademy.org.uk or 

l.mees@snacademy.org.uk. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Mr M Siviter                                        Miss L Mees 

Deputy Headteacher                        Assessment co-ordinator

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/coping-with-exam-stress/
mailto:m.siviter@snacademy.org.uk
mailto:l.mees@snacademy.org.uk.


 

Y10 Revision and Study programme 

Session Number Session What will be covered 

1 Introduction to 
revision sessions in 
tutor time 
 

• What we will be doing in sessions and why 

• What do students want to achieve by the end of mocks/ end of Year 10? 
 

EASTER 

2 Study/lifestyle 
habits 
An effective home 
environment 

• Lifestyle habits 

• The importance of a good home environment 

• What an effective home environment looks like for revision/ homework purposes  
 

2 Introduction to 
revision techniques 

• Briefly go over other strategies – flashcards, revision clocks, mind maps, Cornell notes, Seneca, 
knowledge organisers, etc. 
 

4 Introduction to 
flashcards 

• What makes an effective flashcard?  
 

5 Introduction to 
mind maps  
Revision timetables 
 

• What are mind maps? 

• How do you produce an effective mind map?  

• Tutors to discuss revision timetables and go through with students in preparation for June mocks 

• Students to make their own revision timetables. 

MAY HALF TERM 

6 Sharing good 
practice 
Coping with stress 
of mock period 
 

• Sharing good practice of flashcards/ revision method produced over half term 

• How revision timetables went 

• Key reminders for mocks 

• How to cope with stress of mock period  
 


