
 

 
 
 

19 March 2020  
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update  
 

School will be open for the remainder of this week  
for all students on Thursday 19 and Friday 20 March 2020 

 
Dear Parents and Carers  
 
I am writing with updated guidance regarding the ongoing coronavirus outbreak. 
 
Each day we have been doing our very best to remain open for all students with reduced staff on 
site. The safeguarding and well-being of students and staff is our priority, together with the 
maintenance of effective learning in lessons. We recognise that school is a place of certainty for 
families, where routines are being maintained that support parents’ work commitments and 
requirements. Our students have reacted to these challenges with maturity, good sense and 
compassion. Staff have worked with great professionalism, care and support for our students and 
one another – and we are proud to have remained fully operational to date. 

 
Yesterday, the government announced that all schools will partially close on Friday 20 March until 

further notice. Therefore, SNA will close at 2.50pm tomorrow for the majority of students. 
 
The government has asked that schools continue to offer educational provision for children of key 
workers and front-line staff. This afternoon, the government will confirm the list of key workers. If 
you are a key worker and your child(ren) will be attending school during this period, could you 
please send an email to main.office@snacademy.org.uk ASAP stating: 
 

• Name(s) of student, year group, key worker occupation 
 
This will enable us to take accurate registers and ensure a good staff to pupil ratio is maintained.  
 
In addition, there is an expectation that vulnerable children, who have a social worker and those 
with Educational, Health and Care Plans can access school.  
 
Children who attend school do not have to wear school uniform and will follow a modified timetable 
from 8.25 – 2.50pm each day. They will need to bring any equipment for their lessons (including 
Show my Homework activities) and their PE kit. A school lunch will be provided. We will run this 
provision until we are advised to do otherwise.  
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NCC will organise a modified school bus service to enable students to travel to and from the 
Academy each day. We will provide further details in due course.     
 
All other children will need to stay at home, so we ask that you do not send your child into school 
from Monday onwards. 

 
As noted in my letter dated 13.3.2020, we have planned our approach to enable students to 
continue to work from home. This letter is also available on the Academy website. Whilst the 
government has confirmed that there will be no formal exams for Year 11 and Year 13 students, we 
are still encouraging them to continue studying to ensure they are as best placed as they can be to 
take their next steps in education or employment. Today, we will be talking with all Year 11 and Year 
13 students to try and alleviate their concerns and offer a level of reassurance. As soon as we have 
any further information about examination processes, we will update students, parents and staff.     
 
If your child usually receives free school meals, we will also be in touch with more information about 
how we will continue to provide this. Any safeguarding concerns during this period can still be 
directed to the school telephone number. 
 
We fully appreciate that partial closure will have an impact on you and your family and we will do 
our best to keep you informed as the situation develops. We will endeavour to update you through a 
variety of school platforms: email, twitter @Head_SNA and the Academy website 
www.southnottinghamshireacademy.org.  
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
 
 
 
Dan Philpotts 
Headteacher  
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