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Reading at SNA 

Why is reading important for us and our students?  

We all understand the importance of reading and how it can have dramatic effects on 

children; both during their school career and into their adult lives. We know that 1 in 6 in six 

people in the UK will leave school still struggling with literacy – with a reading age below 11 

years and we want to ensure that none of our students fall into this statistic. We also know 

that good reading at 10 predicts GCSEs at 16 and earnings at 42 (Institute of Fiscal Studies 

2015, Read on. Get on).  

Reading is essential across the curriculum and it comes as no surprise that research shows if 

young people read for pleasure their vocabulary, reading attainment and writing ability 

increases, therefore they have a greater ability to access GCSE exam texts. Furthermore, 

they have increased general knowledge and understanding of other cultures. This can affect 

their basic understanding of the questions on an exam paper, which they will have to 

decode and interpret unaided, but, perhaps most importantly, we believe that making our 

students strong readers will make them more confident, happy and productive citizens of 

the 21st Century. Therefore, we set high, aspirational reading targets for all of our students. 

 

When, where and how do students read at SNA? 

All students in Year 7 and 8 are expected to have a reading book with them at all times. 

They must have a school library book out but may also bring appropriate books from home 

to read if they wish. Pupils read every day during ‘DEAR’ time – each day 15 minutes of a 

lesson is dedicated to reading and the class teacher also reads for pleasure. Pupils will also 

read twice weekly during tutor time. Some pupils will work with a buddy from Year 10 or 

Year 12 during this time to help support their development in reading. 

All Year 7 and 8 pupils also have a fortnightly lesson in the library where they follow the 

accelerated reader programme and their teacher will spend time monitoring and assessing 

their reading.  



The Accelerated Reader Programme at SNA  

The Accelerated Reader system allows us to monitor with 

accuracy the reading level and progress of each of our students. 

Not just their ability to physically read, but their understanding 

of the text they are reading.  

Each student completes a ‘STAR’ test at the start of the year and 

every term thereafter. This is a multiple choice test which adapts 

to the answers it is given to push the students to the best of their 

ability. A report is generated which includes their reading age, 

the difficulty at which they should be reading (ZPD), and current 

National Curriculum level.   

The books in our library are given a ‘ZPD’ (zone of proximal 

development) code, so that students can easily find something 

that is in line with their current reading level. The system will 

also make recommendations based on books they may enjoy.  

After completing a book, students then complete a quiz. This has 5 or 10 multiple choice 

questions and tests their understanding of what they have just read. We monitor the 

outcome to ensure they are performing as they should be. This allows an opportunity to 

praise and reward students who are reading well – both those who are naturally able and 

those who are working hard. The quizzing pupils do affects their ZPD score so that as they 

become stronger readers, their score will increase.  

Home Connect 

As a parent or carer, you can easily access your child’s AR reading information through 

Home Connect. You can access the website by using the below link: 

https://ukhosted10.renlearn.co.uk/2246471/HomeConnect/Login.aspx 

You need to login to the site using your child's Accelerated Reader login details (which 

should be written inside their Reading Records). They take the below format: 

username: jbloggs     password: password 



Others ways in which you can support reading at home 

1. Ensure your child has their book bag every day. In it, they 

should have at least two reading books and their reading 

record. 

2. Remind your child they must read for at least 1 hour per 

week, this can be split into shorter periods, but try to make it 

a habit – something they do it at the same time each week. 

3. Encourage your child to go beyond their hour and make time 

for reading – perhaps on a Sunday afternoon as a family, 

perhaps on a long car journey. 

4. Limit the time your child spends on the home computer/ipad/mobile phone. Reading 

on paper is proven to be much more restful, relaxing and fruitful than reading on a 

screen. 

5. Be involved – either by using ‘home connect’ or just talking about reading. Let them 

see how important it is to you as well as to us. 

 
 

The websites below are really useful for supporting reading.  

www.lovereading4kids.co.uk - opens up the world of children’s literature showing you what 

is available and who they would be suitable for. 

www.thereadingtub.com - a very family orientated site which is both accessible and 

supportive. 

www.meettheauthor.com/ - interesting for youngsters who are regular readers. 

readingsight.org.uk/ - for sight impaired readers and very easy to access. 

www.readingresource.net/websitesforkids.html - a site for dyslexic readers which is very 

interactive and informative. 

www.novelideasblog.tumblr – a blog written by our very own librarian, Ms Warren, 

reviewing young-adult literature! 

 

We also have our critical reading lists: ‘15 for 15: Fifteen soul-nourishing books to read by 

aged 15’ and ‘18 for 18: Eighteen books to challenge and change your views’. Available on 

our website. 

 

http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/
http://www.thereadingtub.com/
http://www.meettheauthor.com/
http://readingsight.org.uk/
http://www.readingresource.net/websitesforkids.html
http://www.novelideasblog.tumblr/


Reading together and talking about reading 

If you want to support your child in improving their reading, it’s crucial that you go beyond 

just listening to them read. We’ve developed the ‘PAWs’ method to develop 

understanding of, and thinking in reading.  

 
P – Predict 
Look at the title of the book/ book cover and make some predictions. Or talk about 
characters and events so far and what they think might happen next.  Discuss reasons for 
their predictions – encourage them to link their ideas to the text. 
 
 
A – Ask questions to check understanding 
Ask your child to pick out tricky words during reading and help them to figure out the 
meaning. You could look at the word in context, or break it down and consider the word-
root. Pick out words you think they may have found difficult or misunderstood and ask 
questions to check their comprehension. 
 
 
W – Wonder 
Stop at key points during reading and ask what they are ‘wondering’ – this bit is really 
important as it helps inference ability – Do this together, give them ideas of things you’re 
wondering about the character/plot/setting. Then speculate on the answers – again try to 
use evidence from the text to support ideas. Here’s an example: 
 
 

 I wonder why no one can 

remember when or who built the 

watertower. 

 I wonder where the name 

‘Shooters Hill’ came from 

 I wonder why the watertower 

was built 

 I wonder how it is important to 

the story 

 

 

 

 

 

Extract from: The Watertower 

Nobody in Preston could 
remember when the watertower 
was built, or who had built it, but 
there it stood on Shooters Hill – its 
iron legs rusted, its egg-shaped 
tank warped and leaking – casting 
long, dark shadows across the 
valley, across Preston itself. 
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English Homework 

In Year 7 and 8, are given homework projects. They are designed to develop pupils’ 

organisational skills and ability to work independently as well as providing opportunities for 

creativity, collaboration and critical thinking. 

Teachers will typically give students about 6 weeks to complete their projects. Students 

must begin by deciding what they will do and how they will divide their time. 

It is crucial that students do not leave their projects to the last minute but allocate 30-45 

minutes per week to work on them. We encourage students to make themselves timetables 

and/or project lists to help them complete the tasks they set themselves. Teachers can ask 

students to bring in their project work half way through the time to given to monitor how 

they are getting on and address any issues early on. 

Parents can help at home in the following ways: 

 Check SMH to see what homework your child is doing and when it needs to be in.  

 Encourage them to challenge themselves when choosing tasks or to work with their 

peers.  

 Ensure they create good homework habits – spending a set amount of time on 

homework each day and not staying up late to do homework. 

 

 

  



Spellings 

 

Students often worry about spelling. It will certainly be a part of their experience at SNA; 

they will have key vocabulary and spellings to learn in all of their subjects and will be tested 

to check this. However, it is never something that hinders a pupil’s progress in any subject. 

Below are a few of the strategies we use to help teach spelling and which can be used at 

home to help students memorise and learn spellings: 

 Break it into sounds (u-n-i-o-n) 

 Break it into syllables (con-tin-ent) 

 Break it into affixes (dis + satisfy) 

 Use a mnemonic (Never Eat Chips Eat Salad Sandwiches And Remain Young!) 

 Refer to a word in the same family (chemical, chemist, chemistry) 

 Over-articulate it (Wed-nes-day) 

 Words within words (GUM in argument) 

 Refer to word history (bi = two, cycle = wheels) 

 Apply spelling rules ( hopping = short vowel sound, hoping = long vowel) 

 Learn by sight (look-say-cover-write check) 

 Visual memory (recall images, colour, font) 

 Use a dictionary 

 Create word banks of useful words 

 Make word and definition cards  

 Create interactive glossaries that your child adds to during units. 

 Make crosswords/wordsearches 

 Play word games - hangman, dominoes, finding words in words  
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


