
‘Pushing our boundaries to achieve more’ 

April 2020 

As we all come to terms with what the coming days, weeks and months will look like, firstly, I hope that you and your families are all 

keeping well and safe. Our battle against COVID-19 will only be successful if we continue to work together and support each other - and I 

am proud to see this happening on a daily basis at SNA, as we remain partially open for vulnerable students or children of key workers, 

whilst also working in a new era of remote learning. This is unfamiliar to us all and I would like to reassure you that we are constantly 

reviewing and making changes to what this will look like moving forwards. 

Unlike some schools, SNA remained fully operational with reduced staffing until the government’s announcement that schools would 

partially close from Friday 20th March. Our students reacted to these challenges with maturity, good sense and compassion and staff 

worked with great professionalism, care and support. Over this period, I can report that: 

• On 13th March, parents received a letter informing them of our contingency plans if we were forced 

to close. This included the methodology of what remote learning would look like in the initial period. 

See ‘Parent letter 13.3.2020’ within the Coronavirus section of the Academy website.  

• During the following week, we spoke with all Year 11 and Year 13 students to try and alleviate their      

concerns and offer a level of reassurance. We await further information from Ofqual (Exam           

Regulator) who intend to provide a, ‘calculated grade to each student which reflects their             

performance as fairly as possible, and will work with the exam boards to ensure this is consistently 

applied for all students’. As soon as we have any further information about examination processes, 

we will update students, parents and staff.  

• On 20th March, I wrote to confirm our partial closure and the arrangements that would be made in 

school. Also available on the Academy website is further information on safeguarding and E safety. 

• Remote learning is taking place through Show My Homework though we appreciate that this is not 

easy when there may be limited access to the internet / electronic devices and when both parents 

and students may be all trying to work from home. Tutors will be making contact with parents and 

any feedback about this will be forwarded to the senior team. 

• At school, we have developed a rota for staff to cover this period of time. I am pleased to say that 

where staff members are fit and healthy, every single person is contributing to our response, despite 

their understandable apprehension. Even if we have only one student in school, we still have to   

provide teachers, teaching assistants, inclusion, admin, catering, site team/cleaners.   

• We continue to ensure that transport is in place for any students that normally use the NCC bus service. 

• We have also made provision for families who receive Free School Meals, which will continue indefinitely and through the Easter 

holidays. This is not government advice but we felt strongly that this provision needed to remain.  

• We have also provided Science and Design & Technology PPE equipment to our local NHS hospitals. 

I hope that we all continue to ’stay at home, protect the NHS, save lives’ and hopefully the enclosed articles gives some distraction and 

good news stories about our wonderful school and students. Take care.                                                                Mr D Philpotts @Head_SNA  
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Music 

Since the start of the academic year, our music groups have performed far and 

wide and supported numerous school and community events. In the Autumn 

term, a group of twenty five students from Years 7 to 10 met at the Royal     

Concert Hall in Nottingham to watch an inspirational concert of film music: ‘The 

Music of John Williams Vs Hans Zimmer’. We heard music from Inception,    

Gladiator, Superman, Man of Steel, Harry Potter, Jurassic Park, The Dark Knight   

Rises,   Pirates of the Caribbean, Star Wars, The Da Vinci Code, Raiders of the 

Lost Ark, E.T. and many more.  

The Samba band performed at the turning on of the Cotgrave Christmas Lights 

in November. The Samba band have played at this event for many years and it’s 

a great opportunity for our students to perform, especially the Year 7 students 

who joined the band in September. 

Our flute quartet performed at the Radcliffe Food and Drink festival, playing a 

beautiful thirty minute set of Christmas and Classical Music.  

In the last week of term, sixty musicians as well as actors, dancers and food           

technology students took part in the Pensioners’ Christmas Party. This is a     

fantastic community event which continues to be a huge success. Our flute choir 

and clarinet ensemble also performed in the Radcliffe on Trent Junior School 

Christmas Concert to conclude our Christmas Performances. 

The Spring Term is also a busy time, with a large scale music event including           

approximately 100 students from our feeder primary schools in February,    

Samba Band performance at the Spring Carnival at Thoresby Park and               

preparations for the Performance Showcase. We are very proud of the musical    

opportunities on offer at SNA and encourage as many students to get involved 

as possible. Please see Mrs Wood if you would like more information about 

what you could do. 

If you would like to keep up to date with what is happening in the Music               

Department, please follow us on Twitter. @Music_SNA 

 
 

 
Expedition season is well under way with all fifty four Bronze and thirty one   
Silver Award students completing their training walks. Bronze students           
successfully battled 45mph winds and very muddy conditions to navigate    
themselves back to school working on developing their map reading skills,  
teamwork, safety and fitness. Silver students attacked the steep hills of Matlock 
with vigour, clocking up around 12km of distance, focussing on their advanced 
map reading skills and learning how to use a compass to support their            
navigation. The DofE team are looking forward to the practice expeditions after 
Easter to see their training put to the test. 
 

Duke of  Edinburgh Award  
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Year 11 Student Achievement  

One of our Year 11 Triple Science students, Kiran Dhaliwal-Gordon was  
accepted onto the Pembroke College Women in Science residential trip at 
Cambridge University planned to take place during the Easter holidays. 
There were over 800 applicants for only 34 places. Kiran would have taken 
part in a range of  academic sessions covering a range of sciences and have 
found out more about Cambridge - both as a city, and a university. When 
rescheduled, this will be a fantastic opportunity for Kiran, who is            
considering a future career in Science.  

 

In Food Studies lessons, Mrs Warren ran a competition with all her Year 8      
students. This was to produce a baked product which would ‘wow’ and follow a 
theme of the students’ own choice. 
 
It was a close competition and came down to the final two in these pictures. The 
Star Baker and winner of Year 8 2020 Bake Off was Charlie Middleton (Maine), 
who produced a very creative Christmas-inspired cake wreath, which was       
decorated beautifully. Amazing! Well Done Charlie! 
 

2nd place went to Hannah Easter (also Maine house), who created a Valentines      

inspired cake, complete with bunting and piped icing. The three runners up 

were Paige Poulson, Izzy Kimberley and Callan Barratt. All entries will receive 

house points and pledge 6. For the winner, Charlie, a personalised ‘Star Baker’ 

apron will be heading his way. Congratulations to all other pupils who had en-

tries in the competition. 1st and 2nd place winners are below and runners up on 

the TV screens in school.  

 

In October, one of our current Year 12 students, Ingrid Giles took part in a 

visit to Schwäbisch Hall in southern Germany, where she did a week of 

work shadowing.  This was a fully funded project, organised by the     

Goethe Institute, who promote German language and culture worldwide.              

Ingrid was selected to be part of a group of twenty one 16 to 17-year olds 

from around Britain; throughout the week she learned more about     

German culture and language through trips to the theatre, a tour around 

the historic town and other activities. She would really recommend this 

to anyone interested in German, as it was a wonderful experience and a 

great chance to meet like-minded people! 

Bake Off  House Competition Winner!  

1st Place                                                                             

2nd place 
Student work shadowing in Germany 
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Library News 

SNA Reading Festival 

We held another successful Academy-wide reading festival during the week of 
4th to 6th March this year, which aimed to encourage our students to explore the      
pleasures of books and reading. We showcased a whole programme of special 
events and exciting competitions that students were able to take part in 
throughout the three days.  
 
To launch the event, famous local children’s author, Dan Walker, visited the     
Academy for the morning on the Wednesday. Dan presented to all of our Year 7 
and 8 students and talked about his journey to becoming an author as well as 
gaving some insight into his books. Students were thoroughly engaged    
throughout Dan’s talk and were even able to buy one of his books, have it 
signed and chat to him in the library at break and lunchtime too.  
 
On Thursday, for World Book Day, teachers read aloud part of a story, Roald 
Dahl’s A Lamb to the Slaughter, to students at the beginning of every lesson. 
This meant that by the end of the day, students had listened to an entire short 
story! Also, fourteen of our very best readers were chosen to be Readathon 
Champions. As a reward for their excellent progress and enthusiasm for reading, 
they were allowed to read in the library for the entire morning as part of a  
sponsored read, which raises money for a charity that helps to put books into 
hospitals for poorly children. We had cake and some students even brought in 
some blankets to fully relax and enjoy the morning- bliss! 
 

We ran several competitions throughout the festival too and the following lucky 
students were our winners; 
 

• World Book Day: Design a Bookmark Competition - Overall Winner: Zoe 
Dowsett, Runners Up: Elliot Cook, Katie Ainger, Jack Roper, Dylan Ratcliffe 
and Madyson Roberts 

• ‘Get Caught Reading’ Competition – Hector Duncan 
• Six-Word Short Story Competition – Jack Roper AND Matty Moore 
• House Lit Quiz – Overall Winner: R6, Runners Up: A3, M5, R6 
 

We had a brilliant few days of book-related fun so thank-you to all the staff and 
students for making it such a wonderful event! 
 
As a post-festival treat, the library had planned to host a Scholastic Book Fair 
from 19th to 24th March, which will now be rescheduled. The pop-up bookshop 
will be available in the library during our usual opening hours (apart from  
Homework Club after school) for four whole days. It will provide students with 
the opportunity to buy a book on their doorstep, without having to trek to an 
actual bookshop. Students are encouraged to use their World Book Day Tokens 
to get £1 off any book at the fair. We raised over £400 last year and received 22 
free books for the library as a result of the fair so we’re hoping to beat that   
figure this year! 
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Careers News 

It has been an exciting time for careers across the whole school, as we    
celebrated national careers week and national science week—a time in 
the school year where we can showcase all that is great about our    
careers and employability programmes. 
 
Throughout both weeks in March, students were able to sign up to an   
inspirational careers assembly and take part in careers activities in  
tutor time each day. Our A’ level History group enjoyed a history       
academic talk delivered by Aston University. Boots early careers were 
on hand to give advice about higher and degree apprenticeships, with 
a focus on skills. A group of fifteen Year 12 students took part in an         
educational visit to Michael Page Recruitment, Nottingham office, 
where they engaged in an enterprise skills challenge and learnt about 
key attributes that employers look for. This was a great opportunity to 
learn more about the recruitment industry. 
 
It is important for students to learn about labour market information 
and Mrs Caunt, our Careers Leader, has been rolling out a Job of the 
Week through tutor time, making students aware of entry routes and 
skills required for specific careers. 
 
Following on with a careers focus, our STEM week too place during 9th 
-13th March, enabling our Year 8 students to learn more about careers 
within science, technology, engineering and maths. They did this 
through a series of workshops and activities, an enterprise challenge 
day and a STEM careers fair, attended by 40 employers, all offering a 
range of activities. 
 
Our Enactus Next Gen Leaders - a social action project linked to The      
University of Nottingham - are busy rolling out the next phase of their 
SNAid project. Phase 2 will reach out to PASIC - a charity at the QMC     
hospital, which supports parents with seriously ill children. Their          
fundraiser staff coffee morning has enabled them to put together   
Easter themed treat bags for children in hospital and provide Easter 
eggs for the children’s party at the end of April. 
 
On 27th March, the group would have met with other schools in the    
competition, for the celebration day final. They planned to showcase 
their whole project to a panel of judges, in the hope that they would 
be chosen as overall winners! We wish them luck. 
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Spor ts News  

Year 7 Sports Hall Athletics 

The Year 7 Sports Hall Athletics team made their debut in the Rushcliffe 

Schools competition in January. They were competing for a place to represent 

Rushcliffe in the Nottinghamshire School Games Finals. After some gutsy     

performances in both the track and field events, SNA finished runners-up in 

both the boys’ and girls’ competition.    

Year 8/9 Swimming Gala  

Our swimmers competed in the Rushcliffe Schools Swimming Gala. After some 

strong performances against county swimmers from other schools, our boys 

team finished in 2nd place. The girls team managed to hold onto to 4th place 

after an outstanding swim in the Butterfly and Medley Relay. 

Year 7 Swimming Gala 

Our Year 7 swimming team made their debut in the Rushcliffe School       

Swimming Gala. Seven teams from across the area made the competition                   

extremely close with many close finishes in every race. We finished 3rd overall, 

with the boys in 2nd place and the girls in 4th place. 

International Women’s Day 

In celebration of International Women’s Day, the Junior NBA hosted a girls event. 

Girls from SNA were invited along to the Wildcat Arena to participate in coached 

sessions and a 3v3 competition hosted by Great Britain and England                   

Commonwealth Games star Siobhan Prior. 

U15 Girls Football (Pictured below) 

The U15 girls football team are having a successful season, they find themselves in two semi-finals, meeting 

West Bridgford in both the South Notts Competition and the County Cup. They were successful, beating them    

4-0 to make it into the South Notts Semi-final and beating 3-0 to make it into the semi-finals of the County Cup 
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History Berlin Trip  

In December, Year 9 & 10 Historians from SNA took the     

opportunity to visit Berlin, a city of much interest to our 

GCSE course. There are a wealth of locations that enable us 

to understand some of the events of the Cold War and rise 

of National Socialism in Germany. After a delayed departure 

from Luton, we arrived for an evening walking tour taking in 

Checkpoint Charlie, the SS Offices, Memorial to the          

Murdered Jews of Europe and the Brandenburg Gate. We 

were tired but looking forward to our four-day stay. We 

were given the opportunity to explore how the city had been 

shaped by the twentieth century and constantly reminded of 

the divide between east and west as we stepped over     

markers in the ground that showed where the Berlin Wall 

had once stood. 

Students on the trip shared some of their highlights: 
“The visit to Sachsenhausen concentration camp visit taught us how the captives lived and gave me a deep          
understanding of Nazi Germany's inner politics, and how they dealt with specific races and people. The best thing 
about the trip to the camp was, in my opinion, the recreation of the wooden barracks in which the captive Jews 
lived. It was a favourite part because it was aided in design by an ex-captive at Sachsenhausen, so it was identical to 
an original, and it also used parts from that exact barrack—looking as it would have when it was in use from 1936 
to 1945.” “The TV tower, a tall structure built in the old Soviet zone was interesting and a chance of see out across 
all of Berlin. Thankfully, there was a fast lift to the top and from there you could see a lot of Berlin, noticing the   
contrast between east and west.” “The divide was made clear at the Berlin Wall Memorial, where we heard stories 
of individuals, who tried to escape into the Western Zone. “We had chance to explore the many Christmas markets, 
shopping and it was already beginning to feel festive” “I liked visiting the east side Gallery where the Berlin Wall, 
something negative, had been turned in to a positive by people creating artwork that shared positive messages” “ It 
was a great trip and definitely recommended to other GCSE history students.” Special thanks to Mrs Parris, who 
helped us navigate and learn some German along the way, and to Mrs Clarke, Mr Errington and Mr Richardson. 
 

Holocaust Centre trip 

Year 8 students participated in an interactive day at the National Holocaust centre 
considering the atrocities of the 1940s, aday which supported their study of the     
Holocaust in History and PRE topics this term. Students gained insight in to the event, 
considering how prejudice was encouraged and escalated to the horrors, which are 
now well known. Students explored the memorial gardens, display exhibits and      
participated in an immersive experience, considering the impact of anti-semitism 
gathering pace in schools, businesses and homes and the impact of this for Jewish 
families. The highlight of the day was an opportunity to hear first hand testimony 
from Martin Stern, a survivor, who due to the kindness of strangers was able to     
escape the final solution. Students asked thought provoking and insightful questions 
to Martin and undoubtedly benefitted from the experience. Students were              
encouraged in the pursuit of kindness towards others and the importance of standing up against hate and          
prejudice.     

Humanities  



Dates for your Diary(pending)  

2020 

20th April Return from Easter Holidays 

7th May Excellence Evening 

8th May Bank Holiday 

22nd May May Half Term 

1st June Return to school from Half term 

23rd June Year 10 Parents Evening 

26th-29th June INSET Days 

30th June Year 7 Parents Evening 

SNA News le t t e r  2018  
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SNA Staf f  Star  

At SNA, we feel our staff are constantly working hard 

and going above and beyond for our students, to ensure 

they are provided for both academically and pastorally 

while at school. We feel we should acknowledge and 

praise staff who are constantly providing the highest 

standards for our students.  

This can be nominated by a parent/carer— for staff who 

they believe has gone beyond for their child. Please feel 

free to nominate a member of the SNA staff by visiting 

our website on the following page; 

http://www.southnottinghamshireacademy.org.uk/staff-

star   

Thank you for your support and acknowledgement of 

the hard work of the members of staff at SNA. 

http://www.southnottinghamshireacademy.org.uk/staff-star
http://www.southnottinghamshireacademy.org.uk/staff-star

