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Headteacher welcome
Welcome to the South Nottinghamshire Academy Sixth Form 
prospectus. We believe that every student deserves the opportunity 
to gain the highest educational outcomes whilst also having the best 
possible educational experience, where they can flourish through 
challenge and enjoyment. 

In 2021, individual students secured places 
on the most aspirational degree courses and 
at the best universities. Overall, students 
average result was a grade B and the Academy 
secured a 100% pass rate. Our value-added 
score was +0.21 which means that students 
in the Sixth Form do better than students 
with similar prior attainment nationally. Over 
half of all students in the following individual 
subjects secured the top A*-B grades: 
Business, English, English Literature, History, 
ICT, Media, Physics, Sociology and Spanish.

Our ethos is built around ‘Pushing our 
boundaries to achieve more’ which is 
underpinned by the highest expectations of 
students in order for them to reach their full 
potential. Our Post-16 provision builds on 
the excellent foundations already achieved 
at GCSE and our students make a significant 
contribution to the life of the school and the 
wider community.

We offer a broad and balanced range 
of exciting courses which are designed 
to challenge and stimulate learning for 
all students, from academic A Levels to 
vocational Level 3 courses. 

Our Sixth Form provision has been designed 
to enable students to benefit from state-
of-the-art facilities, and coupled with the 
Learning Resource Centre, allows students to 
harness 21st century technology to support 
their learning. 

We are proud of our students’ academic 
and personal successes, and aim to support 
and encourage all students as they strive 
to achieve the very best they can and to 
progress to university, further training or 
employment. 

South Nottinghamshire Academy Sixth 
Form study will be exciting and challenging, 
and we look forward to celebrating success 
with you. Please take the time to read this 
prospectus. We hope what you find will fill 
you with enthusiasm and we look forward to 
welcoming you into South Nottinghamshire 
Academy Sixth Form. 

 

Dan Philpotts 
Headteacher

“Students are overwhelmingly 
positive about their experience of 
Sixth Form life.” 
OFSTED 2017
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A welcome from 
the Sixth Form Team 
We are extremely proud of our Sixth Form. We have high academic standards, 
excellent teaching and high expectations of all our students. 

The Sixth Form team comprises a Head of Sixth 
Form and an experienced team of specialist Sixth 
Form tutors. Our job is to ensure that you leave 
South Nottinghamshire Academy reaching your full 
potential. You will also receive outstanding teaching 
and guidance, which will include your own dedicated 
Sixth Form Tutor. You will be closely monitored and 
supported to enable you to not only achieve excellent 
results, but also having all the skills to successfully 
take your place in society. 

The South Nottinghamshire Academy Sixth Form is 
also driven by a desire to see our students aim high 
in life; we actively encourage students to apply to 
university or for advanced apprenticeships. We run a 
successful support programme for students applying 

to Oxbridge or to study Medicine. We are delighted 
that, last year, across the Trust, many students were 
offered places at Oxford, Cambridge and to study 
Medicine. We encourage all our Sixth Form students 
to become involved in the wider life of the school and 
offer opportunities for students to take leadership 
roles, as well as acting as mentors, fundraisers and 
Subject Ambassadors, all of which help to produce 
well-rounded individuals ready to take their place in 
the world. 

If you would like any further information, please visit 
our website or contact the school office. We look 
forward to meeting you all. 

Anna Cox 
Head of Sixth Form

A message from our 
Head Boy and Head Girl 
Post 16 study at South Nottinghamshire Academy allows individuals to study 
a wide range of subjects with knowledgeable teachers, who have a wealth of 
experience and are passionate about their subjects. In Sixth Form, you learn 
how to be independent and are given much more freedom than in main 
school. Sixth Form helps you prepare for the world ahead by developing skills 
that you need for adulthood. 

The small class sizes and the social study area allow students to thrive in their 
studies but also creates a warm and welcoming environment for Sixth Form 
students. From our experience studying in the Sixth Form, we would encourage 
other post 16 students to apply here at South Nottinghamshire Academy – no other place 
will know you so well, no other institution will be as invested in your achievement. 

Abbie and Will
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Why come to South 
Nottinghamshire Academy? 
The Sixth Form study area includes the Study Centre, equipped with a 
new suite of desktop computers, independent work stations and group 
work tables. We have a Learning Resource Centre which includes Post-16 
literature, career journals, research opportunities and higher education 
information. Students also have access to our excellent facilities, 
including Dance and Drama studios, sound proof Music rooms, newly 
furbished Science laboratories and specialist ICT suites. 

The Sixth Form fosters a culture of 
independence, learning and success and 
provides a wide range of opportunities for 
students to flourish as individuals. Every 
student will be supported and encouraged to 
aim high, enjoy new experiences and achieve 
their full potential. 

Our student support system is led by an 
experienced team including a Director of 
Post-16 and Head of Sixth Form, as well as a 
Sixth Form Progress Coordinator, who works 
with a dedicated team of Sixth Form Tutors. 
The Sixth Form Team provide support and 
guidance to students throughout and beyond 
their A’ level study. 

We aim to help all students adjust to the new 
working methods of Sixth Form study in a 

caring environment, underpinned by a culture 
of hard work and commitment. We develop 
strong partnerships with all of our students, 
ensuring that we give regular careers 
guidance, financial advice and specific UCAS 
application support. We want our students 
to become fearless learners, who understand 
the power of organisation, allied to a well-
developed work ethic. Most importantly, we 
want individuals to understand their own 
potentiality and how to fulfil it, becoming 
young adults who have the strength and 
determination to actively change the world 
for the better. 

At South Nottinghamshire Academy Sixth 
Form we work as a team; we pride ourselves 
on students, teachers, tutors and parents 
working together to achieve excellence.



“The best thing about this Sixth Form is the 
friendly and welcoming atmosphere, the 
help and support from the teachers and the 
facilities such as the library for study periods. 
I have really enjoyed the independence we 
are given and the opportunity to organise 
our own study in free periods. I am glad I 
chose here because of the facilities and the 
teaching. Studying here for my A levels, I 
have gained writing skills and social skills as 
well as independence, which makes me feel 
confident about going to university. I know I 
will be able to cope.” 
Year 13 student 5
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Beyond the classroom 
South Nottinghamshire Academy Sixth Form offers a wide-ranging Post-
16 Enrichment Programme. You will have the chance to further develop 
skills that will ensure you leave South Nottinghamshire as an active 
citizen. 

There will be opportunities for you to choose from a range of extra qualifications and activities 
such as: 

• Extended Project Qualification

• Duke of Edinburgh Award

• Community Sports Leadership Awards

• Independent living

• Representing the Academy in a variety of sports teams

• Participating in Performing Arts activities 

• Taking on leadership roles within the school 

• HE+ Programme*

We work with the University of Cambridge, Peterhouse College to support academically able Year 
12 students who have the potential to make strong applications to the University of Cambridge 
and other research-intensive universities. It is intended to provide these students with activities to 
stretch and challenge them academically and provide them with the advice and guidance needed 
to make competitive applications to higher education.

“The school invests heavily in 
developing students’ leadership 
potential, which helps prepare them 
to take an active role in modern 
Britain and promotes democratic 
values” 
OFSTED 2017
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2021-22 Redhill 
Trust minimum 
entry requirements  
for Post 16 study.

All students must attain five 9-4 grades at GCSE (or BTEC equivalents) with 
preferably a grade 5 in either English language or Mathematics. Individual subjects 
will require a specific grade in a particular subject at GCSE (see course booklet). 

All students will be expected to choose 3 A levels which they will study for 2 years. 
Due to recent changes in curriculum and assessment practice, students will no 
longer sit an AS exam at the end of Year 12 but will sit all examinations at the end of 
Year 13. In addition, students will choose to study an enrichment course which they 
will follow in Year 12. 

All students will be interviewed by a member of the Sixth Form Team. This will 
enable them to make an informed choice about the best subjects to suit their 
individual needs. Parents are welcome to discuss these choices with the Sixth Form 
Team following the interview. 

Pathway A: 
This is designed for students who achieve at least five grade 4’s at GCSE. 

You should choose three subjects to study at A level with the additional possibility 
of studying the extended project qualification. The most likely destination for 
pathway A students is University entrance, followed by professional employment. 

Pathway B: 
This is designed for students who achieve at least five grade 4’s/BTEC level 2 pass 
or higher. 

You should consider studying Level 3 vocational courses. Your options will need to 
be carefully discussed with staff. You should choose three subjects to study with 
the additional possibility of studying an academic enrichment course. Pathway B 
students will continue onto University, Higher apprenticeships or employment.
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Courses available

A Level courses
Courses available at A Level*. Students will choose three courses. 

• Art • German

• Biology • History

• Chemistry • Mathematics

• Drama and Theatre Studies • Media Studies

• Business Studies • Physics

• English Language • Psychology

• English Literature • Sport and Physical Education

• French • Sociology

• Geography • Spanish

*All subjects are subject to having suitable numbers on the course.

Level 3 BTEC 
Level 3 BTEC courses are equal to one A Level. Courses available: 

• Level 3 Cambridge Technical – Introductory Diploma in IT

In addition, we have a highly successful course offered in conjunction with Notts County Football 
in the Community which is equivalent to three A-levels

•  Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Diploma in Sport

GCSE resits 
Resit courses are offered in: 

• GCSE English • GCSE Mathematics

All students who do not achieve at least a grade 4 in either of these subjects at GCSE, will be 
required to retake these in Year 12.



“The Sixth Form has been so welcoming and 
the teaching is fantastic. Everyone is very 
friendly it feels like I have been here since 
Year 7.”
Y12 External student. 9
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Reasons to choose South 
Nottinghamshire Academy

• Ofsted 2017 ‘Good’ school

• Proven success with excellent results at A’ level

• Challenging and exciting courses

• Proven track record of academic and personal success

•  Smaller class sizes

• Excellent pastoral care

• State of the art facilities

• Individual guidance towards university, further training or employment

• Dynamic and exciting student life

• New opportunities

• Innovative Enrichment Programme

• Excellent teaching staff

• Freedom and responsibility to learn independently

• Special programme for Oxbridge and Medicine applications

Contact details 
Further details and an application form are available from: 

South Nottinghamshire Academy 
Cropwell Road, Radcliffe on Trent, Nottingham NG12 2FQ 
Tel: 0115 9110091 
Email: main.office@snacademy.org.uk 
www.southnottinghamshireacademy.org.uk

“SNA has helped me become my own 
individual and enabled me to flourish 
personally and academically”
YEAR 13 STUDENT
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A message from the 
Redhill Academy Trust
Dear Parents, 

I would like to warmly welcome you to the South Nottinghamshire Academy 
prospectus for 2021.

As Principal of The Redhill Academy Trust, I believe strongly that successful 
academies have four key characteristics:

• High expectations of all students

• Valuing and celebrating academic achievement

• Consistently good and focused teaching

•  Widening students’ experiences through a range of extra-curricular activities 
including sports, music and the performing arts

These four principles continue to guide the development of South Nottinghamshire 
Academy.

Working with Mr Philpotts and all of the staff at South Nottinghamshire Academy, 
our priority is to support the students and ensure that academic outcomes remain 
consistently high. I now believe that the Academy has become the first choice for 
all parents and children in the local area. 

Andrew Burns 
Trust Principal

I am the Trust Director of Post 16 and I work closely with each of the teams 
across all seven of our Sixth Forms. This allows us to share ideas and 
collaborate to provide an even better Post 16 experience, so when you join 
the Sixth Form you are also part of a much wider community.

This brings many benefits such as: Oxbridge preparation programme, 
Medicine mock interview day, Year 13 Moving on day, wider lecture series 
and apprenticeship and careers events. We also lead one of the largest HE+ 
hubs in the UK – this is a partnership between Redhill and the University of 
Cambridge and offers some unique opportunities to our students.

I look forward to meeting you all.

Ms Susan Sharp 
Trust Director of Post 16



www.southnottinghamshireacademy.org.uk

South Nottinghamshire Academy 
Cropwell Road, Radcliffe on Trent Nottingham NG12 2FQ

Tel: 0115 9110091   Fax: 0115 9110092 
main.office@snacademy.org.uk 

www.southnottinghamshireacademy.org.uk


