
 

  

5th January 2021 
  
Dear Parent/Carer  
 
RE: National Lockdown Arrangements 
 
In response to the government’s national lockdown announcement on Monday 4th January 2021, 
please can I take this opportunity to update you about South Nottinghamshire Academy’s 
provision.  
 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home 
 
The arrangements set out below will remain in place until Friday 12th February 2021 and will be 
reviewed as and when we receive more updated information.  
 
Remote Education 
From Tuesday 5th January 2021, your child(ren) should have been able to access remote 
education from home using Microsoft Teams. Students will continue to follow their school 
timetable. Attendance and punctuality at these lessons have the same importance as if they were 
receiving face to face teaching at SNA. 
 
At this stage, we would like to remind you of the following aims that we hope to achieve: 

• Provide the best possible education for remote learning students 

• Continue to effectively safeguard the remote learning students 

• Keep remote learning students on a regular work pattern 
 
In terms of live delivery, we have communicated that teachers deliver a minimum of 5 minutes 
live to Y7/Y8 students and a minimum of 30 minutes live to Y9-13. In entering the national 
lockdown, we will still aim to achieve this but there may be circumstances where this is not 
possible and we thank you for your understanding. MS Teams teaching will be under constant 
review as we move through this half term.     
 
Finally, please visit www.southnottinghamshireacademy.org.uk/news/update-covid-19 where  
parents and students can remind themselves about our safeguarding protocols which have been 
shared previously: 

• Parents and Carers Guidance for Safe and Effective Use of Video Conferencing - 
Lessons - 29/09/20 (PDF) 

• Student Guidance for Safe and Effective Use of Video Conferencing - Lessons -29/09/20 
(PDF) 

 
 
Key Worker / Vulnerable student provision 
Students who have either key worker parents and those that are deemed vulnerable can still 
access education from school. This provision will be supervised in a computer room with all 
students able to access the same online learning that their peer group will be following from 
home.  
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home
http://www.southnottinghamshireacademy.org.uk/news/update-covid-19


 

 

• Vulnerable children: an email will be sent to families of students who fall into this criteria and 
who have been identified by the Academy. 

• Children of key workers: If you fall into this category and you require your child(ren) to be in 
school each week, please send a copy of your duty rota (email or paper) and we will ensure 
staffing is in place. Please make your return to main.office@snacademy.org.uk and in the 
email subject label it with your CHILD(REN) NAME(S) and KEY WORKER. We will be 
receiving a high level of enquiries to this address so it will make it easier to manage. To 
enable us to plan for this and to make provision for bubbled year groups, a place at school 
must be booked. Without this booking we unfortunately will not be able to make provision for 
your child(ren).  

 
Children who attend school are required to wear school uniform and to bring any equipment for 
their lessons. A small selection of cold refreshments at break time and lunch time will be 
available to be purchased or students can choose to bring their own in from home.  
 
Nottinghamshire County Council will organise a modified school bus service for students living in 
Cotgrave to enable them to travel to and from the Academy each day. Pick up and drop off points 
will remain as they are currently.  
 
Free School Meal provision 
For free school meal students attending the Academy, a cold packed lunch will be provided. For 
free school meal students that continue to work from home, it is our intention that our existing 
provision will remain. If the government changes how we administer the provision for free school 
meals, we will communicate with you as soon as possible.   
 
Testing 
As you will be aware, we have been working over the Christmas holidays to ensure we are in a 
position to begin testing of both students and staff. All parents and carers will soon be receiving 
information about how this will work. No students will be tested without parental consent. 
 
For staff and students that will attend school, we will be starting the testing process as soon as 
possible.  
 
As we are in a National lockdown, we will be able to facilitate the testing process with school 
staff. However, when restrictions are eased, we may be required to seek volunteer support. At 
this point, can I take this opportunity to thank any parents who have registered their interest to 
support this process (amazingly, over 50 parents), which has come as a fantastic boost to try and 
keep our community as safe as possible.  
 
Examinations (Year 11-13) 
The government confirmed that it will not be possible for all exams in the summer to go ahead as 
planned in their existing format. The vocational exams scheduled for January (listed below) will 
still take place. We are waiting for clarity about how Year 11 and Year 13 grades will be 
calculated. We believe that the Academy may submit grades based on future assessments and 
therefore it is imperative that all students engage and complete all work that is covered remotely. 
In doing this, we will ensure that students are in the right place and ready to meet any 
assessment demands.  
 
 
The following vocational exams will still take place and students need to attend SNA: 
 

• Wed 6th Jan 9.15am start - BTEC Sport 31525H - Fitness Training and Programming - 
Year 12/13 
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• Mon 11th Jan 9.15am start - L3 ICT - Unit 1 - Year 12 

• Mon 11th Jan 1.30pm start - Creative iMedia R081 - Pre-production skills - Year 11 

• Wed 13th Jan 1.30pm start - L3 ICT - Unit 2 - Year 13 

• Fri 15th Jan 9.15am start - BTEC Sport 31524H - Anatomy and Physiology - Year 12/13 
  
If you have any queries about these examinations, please contact Mrs Brearley (Data & Exams 
Manager) on z.brearley@snacademy.org.uk. 
 
If you have any general issues or concerns relating to school work during the national lockdown, 
please contact the school at main.office@snacademy.org.uk. This will then be forwarded to the 
relevant member(s) of staff.   
 
In summary, I hope that you understand that we have continued to react proactively to recent 
last-minute government requests and that the safety of both students and staff is always our 
biggest priority. Please accept our apologies for having to send yet another letter but I hope that 
you are reassured about how the next half term will look.  
 
As always, thank you for your support and for the positive messages that we receive – in a 
challenging period for everybody, these messages are really appreciated and mean a great deal.  
 
Yours faithfully  
 
 
 
 
Dan Philpotts 
Headteacher 

mailto:z.brearley@snacademy.org.uk
mailto:main.office@snacademy.org.uk

