
 

 
 
 

8th December 2020 

 

Dear Parent 

 

As we approach the festive period, can I take this opportunity to thank you all for your support in 

assisting us manage the COVID-19 challenges that we are faced with. The collective response 

from students, staff and parents has been incredible and we do not believe that it could have 

been managed any better.  

 

To ensure our practices are sustainable and safety is maintained in the longer term, we are 

making some changes to our provision that we believe will improve the experience students have 

in school whilst maintaining the systems and processes that have kept us all safe.   

 

Before I outline these changes, on Friday 11th December 2020 we are supporting the ‘Save the 

Children’ annual Christmas jumper day. For a £1 donation, we are encouraging students to wear 

Christmas jumpers as part of their school uniform. Students will not need to wear a blazer, shirt 

or tie if wearing a Christmas jumper, but will still be required to wear school trousers/ skirt and 

shoes. If students are not wearing a Christmas jumper, they must be in full school uniform as 

usual.   

 

• For your information, the Academy will close for the Christmas period at 11.40am on 

Friday 18th December 2020.   School buses will collect at this earlier time and drop 

students at their normal bus stops. If your child is entitled to Free School Meals, please 

complete the form at the end of this letter to choose whether your child would like a cold 

packed lunch or a hot breakfast cob, which can be collected at morning break.  Forms 

should be returned to School Services by Friday 11th December.   

 

• We re-open after the Christmas holiday on Monday 4th January 2021 at 8.20 a.m.   

 

In the event of any enforced school closure, parents will receive a text message via Wisepay. In 

addition, it will feature on BBC Radio Nottingham, the SNA website, and on twitter @Head_SNA.  

 

January 2021 changes 

 

From January, we are going to revert to a more ‘normal’ timetable where students will receive 5 x 

60 minute lessons. In doing this, should any further amendments be required, these will be 

minimal. It also enables us to start to plan for extra-curricular activities – which for new parents is 

called our SNA+ provision. 

 

Students will receive new timetables with new lessons and rooms on the first day back in 

January. On arrival to school at 8:20am on Monday 4th January, all students should go to their 

existing tutor room to receive their timetables. There will be no expectation for students to bring a 

PE kit on the first day back. 



 

 

To enable the school to continue to adhere to the guidance determined by the Department for 

Education, the new start and end times of the school day are as follows: 

 

• Years 7, 8 and 9: 8:20am start - 2:35pm finish 

• Years 10, 11, 12 and 13: 8:20am start – 2:40pm finish 

• Late bus departure 3:45pm 

 

The arrangements for school buses will remain as they are currently but with updated drop off 

times at the end of the school day to reflect the schools amended finish times. 

 

Please also note that from 2 December, in accordance with advice from Public Health England, 

children and young people aged 11 and over must wear a face covering when travelling on 

dedicated transport to secondary school, unless they are exempt. Therefore, students may be 

refused travel if they do not have and wear a face mask properly.  

 

The timings of the school day from Monday 4th January 2021 are outlined below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In terms of maintaining students and staff safety, the following measures will remain in place: 

 

• Staff and students are still expected to wear masks in corridors and stairwells 

• The keep left system will be maintained 

• Students will continue to use designated entrance / exit points to the school 

• Students will continue to use designated stairwells and toilets 

• The provision of staggered break and lunch times will be maintained 

 

In making changes to the timetable in January 2021, we will need to revert to a 2-week timetable 

(which normally operates in any non COVID-19 times). This will be a change but for the majority of 

students, this will not be anything new. However, our new Year 7 students will spend time 

discussing this with their tutors and from experience, will usually need support from home and 

school to help them get used to these new demands.  

 

The only other difference may be a change in subject teacher. We have discussed this at length 

with school staff and one of my Assistant Head Teachers is working relentlessly to try and ensure 

this is kept to an absolute minimum. Where we know this may cause issues for any of our 



 

 

students, our in-school support staff teams will do everything that they can to ensure a smooth 

transition.    

 

Uniform: can I finally also take this opportunity to thank you for your support in ensuring that the 

uniform standards at the Academy are maintained.  In full uniform, I believe our students are the 

smartest of any local school and are a real credit to the Academy.  With many students receiving 

clothing and jewellery over the Christmas period, can I please remind you to refer to the uniform 

expectations which are available on the Academy website and in the student planner. In the New 

Year, we will continue to ensure our students are prepared and ready to fulfil their learning 

potential.   

 

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your family a very Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year. Thank you for your continued support of our great school. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Dan Philpotts  

Headteacher 

 

 

 

FREE SCHOOL MEAL – FRIDAY 18th DECEMBER 2020 (Please return to School Services by Friday 

11th December) 

 

Please provide __________________________________ (student name) with a cold packed 

lunch/ hot breakfast cob (delete as required) that they will collect at breaktime. 

 

Signed:    _______________________________   Parent/Guardian 

 

 


