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With over half of the academic year now complete, this newsletter tries to capture a small snapshot 

of activities that have enhanced the academic or overall enrichment of our students. With Easter fast   

approaching, our Year 11 and Year 13 students have a key revision period ahead of them and many 

will be attending booster sessions during the holidays.  

Around the school, the site team continues to work relentlessly. In my March 2018 update to SNA    

Governors, I reported a delay in the refurbishment of the sportshall – effectively, this is due to the 

price increasing from an original £75,000 budget to an enhanced £1.2 million budget. However, this 

week, the project has been given the green light and we now await a start date. The Education and 

Skills Funding Agency have also confirmed that the temporary fencing can be taken down during June / July 2018 and 

our students can enjoy the new landscaped areas of the school site. 

There is further good news in that we have gained additional capital funding that has  

secured: 

 CCTV cameras for areas within the school building 

 Fencing around the attenuation pond to protect our school community 

 A contribution to the provision of external shelters for our students to use 

 And once the temporary fencing comes down, we will look at installing the       

4 external table tennis tables (funded by our parents association - SNAPS) 

On a school site theme, if we have to close the school site for whatever reason, parents are encouraged to check the 

school website; listen to BBC Radio Nottingham; check Twitter @Head_SNA; and a text message and email will be 

sent out – therefore it is imperative that we have up-to-date contact information.  

The safety and security of our school community is always our priority and as such, can I please draw your attention to 

the following: 

 Glebe Lane / Cropwell Road junction – with the support of Radcliffe Parish Council and local Councillors, I am 

currently liaising with Highways and NCC about safety between 8.15-8.30am and 2.45-3.00pm. To try and make 

these busy times safer for walkers and users of bikes, cars or school buses; please ensure you follow the      

Highway Code. 

 When the temporary fencing comes down (see above), all access points to the school site will be closed at 

8.25am. This is to ensure that we meet our safeguarding obligations. Our local schools are aware of this, and 

our community will need to plan their journey’s accordingly.    

 Disabled parking – can I please request that the disabled parking spaces at the front of school are only utilised 

by users with a disability.   

And lastly, I am lucky in having an incredibly hard working and passionate staff team which can sometimes go           

unnoticed externally. Parents may not be aware that we have a ‘SNA Staff Star’ form that can be filled out and sent to 

me about any of our staff that provides an exceptional service. These are very well received by individual members of 

staff and shows that every little helps. Please request a copy through school services or from the parents section on the 

Academy website.  

Thank you for your continued support of our great school. Dan Philpotts @Head_SNA  

 
CONGRATULATIONS and welcome to everyone who 

has secured a Year 7 place at SNA for September 2018. 

Our new intake has seen applications that are 25% 

above our published admission number.  

 
Redhill Academy Trust has been named in the top ten 

best performing Trusts in the country. The Trust 

that SNA is an active member of is also the highest 

ranking in the East Midlands.  



You're Hired 

Four students from Year 10 were given the opportunity to attend the Rushcliffe Business Partnership, 
at the prestigious British Geological Survey, Keyworth.  
 
Students took part in a Business Networking Master Class, hosted by NGi, West Bridgford and learnt 
about why businesses network and the strategies which they use.  The lucky four were then given the           
opportunity to formally network at the event and attend keynote speeches throughout the morning.  
 
Ben Lynch and Kyle Wilson were very fortunate to meet and chat to current APPRENTICE contestant, 
Nottingham business owner,  Lizzie McKenna.  

‘Bugsy Malone’ a Sell-Out Success! 

In February over 50 students came together to perform in ‘Bugsy Malone’ a legendary musical  about Bugsy, a smooth 

talking man-about-town who gets caught up in the gang rivalry between Fat Sam and Dandy Dan. The cast worked             

incredibly hard and pulled off three sell-out public shows in the SNA theatre! Every student gave a fantastic performance 

and the production showcased a variety of talents including  singing, dancing and acting-  often at the same time. The  

feedback has been fantastic from both the audience and the students, for whom it has been a very valuable and truly                 

unforgettable experience! Tears were shed, there were laugh out loud moments and it was crowned with a well deserved 

standing ovation on the final night. If you missed it, you missed out on slapstick, silly string and so much splurge. We’re 

already planning our next performance, if any students want to get involved please join us on Tuesdays, 2.50pm in the  

Drama  Studio to see what the school has been raving about. Congratulations to all  students involved in the production on 

an outstanding show and thank you to staff and parents for your ongoing support. 

PE Competition News 

Our football teams have once again proved their strength over recent performances. The 
Year 8 Boys team reached the quarter finals of the National Cup for Small Schools. This was 
their second successive quarter final appearance, thus reinforcing their position as one of the 
8 best teams in the country for schools of our size. They were disappointed not to reach the 
semi-finals but are determined that they will go further next year. 
Our Year 7 Boys team have also been really successful in local and national competitions: 
reaching the last 32 of the National Cup for Small Schools, finished 2nd in the Rushcliffe  
Futsal tournament (narrowly losing on penalties), and reaching the semi finals of the County 
Cup after a resounding 10-0 quarter final win against Carlton Academy.  
We’ve seen further Year 7 success with the Indoor Athletics teams with the Boys (top left) 
winning the Rushcliffe competition and the Girls finishing third. The Boys then went through 
to the County finals and narrowly missed out on a medal by finishing 4th overall in a very 
tight competition. Two Year 7 students (Will Whitehead and Harry Clarke) came in the top 
10 at the County Schools championships at Wollaton Park on Feb 3rd and subsequently Will 
has run in the National finals in Leeds on 17th March. A fantastic achievement! 
And finally the Year 7 swimming team (bottom left) won the Rushcliffe Schools Swimming 

gala at the end of March, winning by a massive 30 points! Charlotte Ward, Hattie Spencer, 

Scarlett Solomon, Sam Philpotts, James Kench, Ted Bailey, Will Whitehead and Josh     

Radmall. I’m sure you’ll agree, SNA is blessed with a range of many talented youngsters. 

Life Drawing 

Sixth Form students Xavier Mawer, Izzy Featherstone, Alice Wilson 
and Molly McGarry recently attended a life drawing day at               
Nottingham High School for Girls. They worked all day concentrating 
on drawing the human figure from life with other A Level students 
from the High School and participated in a critique at the end of the 
day. The students showed incredible resilience as they took on the 
challenge - especially since this was their first life drawing. The Art 
Department is so proud of the achievements and attitude during the 
session. The day was a huge success and all students produced 
some excellent work. 



SNARF - South Notts Academy Reading Festival 

South Nottinghamshire Academy Reading Festival was organised for the third year running in order to put the spotlight on 

reading for one week and create a real buzz about books around the Academy. Despite the bad weather and school  

closure for two days during our festival, we still managed to put on a number of fantastic events for our students to get  

involved in.  

 

Readathon  

Throughout the week, around thirty students offered to take part in Readathon 

during their English lessons and at home. They were sponsored to read a    

specific target of their choosing to raise money for the Readathon charity, 

which helps to put books into hospitals for children. A very special group of 

twelve Year 7 students were selected to read for an entire morning in the     

library as a treat. We read, ate cake, lounged on bean bags and even made a 

reading fort out of chairs and tables!  

 

House Book Quiz 

A House Book Quiz was sent around tutors and each tutor group had to       

answer a set of twelve book-related questions. Students had to work together and agree on suitable answers to questions 

such as David Walliams has written several  hilarious books, but which title was the very first one he published? The    

winning tutor groups where A3, M8 and R7 who all won some chocolates and a free book! 

 

Who’s Reading…? Competition 

Finally, we had a competition running throughout the week in the library whereby  students had to look at photos on the 

board and guess which member of staff was hiding behind their books. For every completed sheet of answers handed in, 

students got a mini chocolate egg. Archie Quilter got the most correct answers 

and guessed 13 out of 14 staff correctly. He won a £5 National Book token and 

a  stationery set! 

 

Scholastic Book Fair 

Before half term, a Scholastic Book Fair appeared in the library for a week. The 

fair is essentially a pop-up bookshop which sells books and stationery, which 

students and staff could browse throughout the week. Students received their 

World Book Day vouchers early so that if they wanted to, they could use them 

at the fair to get £1 off any book. The fair was so successful we managed to 

raise £172 in free books for the library, what an achievement! 

New Minibus 

A welcome addition to the Academies resources has been the delivery of our brand new 16 seat minibus. Our old bus had 

served superbly during the past few years on the road but was looking a bit worse for wear so there was a need to replace 

it with an updated vehicle. The new blue bus arrived in February and has already seen many hours service for field trips 

and extra-curricular activities. With many activities for learning taking place outside the confines of the Academy site the 

need for a reliable and efficient minibus will enhance opportunities for all parties involved at the Academy. 

Ruth Eastham visit 

Before the snow, on Wednesday 28th February famous children’s Author, 

Ruth Eastham visited SNA for the day. Year 6 from our feeder primary 

schools as well as our Year 7 & 8 students were treated to presentations 

by Ruth, who explored the stimulus for writing her books (such as The 

Warrior in the Mist and The Messenger Bird) and read some extracts from 

some of her well-known titles. Before Ruth’s  visit, the English department 

read extracts of The Memory Cage to classes and then completed        

activities which explored the central themes to the book. On the day, a 

group of Year 7 students then worked with Ruth in the afternoon in the  

library for a creative writing workshop where students looked at memories 

to inspire their own writing.  



 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2018 

29th March End of term 

16th April Summer Term begins 

16th April Year 9 Assessments begin 

24th April Year 7 Parents’ Evening 

30th April Excellence Evening 

7th May Bank Holiday Monday 

14th May GCSE and A level exams begin 

28h May-1st June Half Term holiday 

3th June Year 10 Mock Exams start 

26th June Last official external examination 

29th June INSET Day 

2nd July INSET Day 

16th July Year 10 Work Experience 

25th July Last day of term 

SNAPS – South Nottinghamshire Academy  

Parents & Staff 

The 2017/18 school year has got off to a great start for 

SNAPS with some very welcome new faces joining the 

team and bringing a wealth of new ideas and experience. 

So far we have hosted and supported some very         

successful events. Radcliffe Firework Fiesta was on the 

5th of November. This proved to be a fabulous (and very 

busy!) evening. SNAPS provided and served                 

refreshments; mulled wine, a cold bar plus hot drinks 

raising over £500. A new event on this year’s calendar 

was our Body Shop evening a few weeks before          

Christmas, which raised over £200. January was a busy 

month. SNAPS ran the first Community Café of the new 

year, quickly followed by our regular annual quiz. With a 

new quiz-master we had a great night of quizzing and 

chilli, raising over £700. The SNAPS team would like to 

take this opportunity to thank you for your support at 

these events. We look forward to supporting 

“Radfest” (23rd June) and the Radcliffe Village Carnival 

(14th July ) - please let us know if you would like to be 

involved in any way, no matter how small. Please check 

our FaceBook page for updates. If you are interested in         

getting involved or would like any more information 

please email tracey.davis@atos.net 

Maths Challenge 

The latest round of the UK’s Maths Challenge saw an      

exceptional performance from one of our students. Olivia 

Turner in year 10 achieved very high scores and has now 

qualified for the next phase of the competition which is 

called the Pink Kangaroo. The Maths Challenges are lively, 

intriguing multiple choice question papers, which are         

designed to stimulate interest in Mathematics. 

Trenches project 

The History department has been 

awash this term with the outbreak of 

trench cake! As part of the students’ 

investigations into 

conditions during World War One,        

students were tasked with the              

opportunity to bake cakes and recreate 

life in the trenches. Of course the real 

joy was eating them! 

Marcus Chewings Karate 

The Academy has now got  

its very own ‘Karate Kid’! 

Marcus Chewings of Year 9 

has recently taken part in a  

Karate competition in Kumite 

Italy where he finished in a 

bronze medal position.  

Marcus, a Black Belt Shodan 

took on a number of  

competitors and secured a 

superb fourth place during 

the weekend tournament. All his hard work has continued 

to pay off for Marcus who got selected to represent  

Team GB at the 2018 competitions. 

War Horse and its Puppetry Workshop 

In March, the London production of War Horse came to 

Nottingham Theatre Royal and students from the  

Academy were lucky to secure tickets to this stunning 

production. The performance received five star reviews 

from The Daily Mail, The Times and The Telegraph, 

and it has been called ‘genius’, ‘stunning’ and 

‘astonishing’.  As part of the experience the academies 

drama department was fortunate to be able to take  

students to the behind the scenes at the Theatre Royal 

to a puppetry workshop run by the National Theatre. 

The workshop provided an understanding of how to 

create characters through puppetry and through  

physicality, it also allowed the students to be able to 

work with the designers and creators of the magnificent 

life-sized puppets used in theatre productions.  

ASDAN 

Two students at SNA have achieved a gold certificate          

for completing the ASDAN accredited curriculum            

programme, which is the equivalent to one GCSE. Mila 

Gamble and Emily Lindsay have been rewarded for the 

hard work and commitment through completion of the 

course in year 11. It’s the first time the Academy has had 

students who achieve a gold certificate and it is testament 

to the hard work of the students during the 180 hours of 

study it takes to complete it. Well done to all. 


