
In our first newsletter of this academic year, I thought I would share with you some of our 
2017 examination successes. At GCSE, 82% of students secured at least 1 x A*-A grade. 
22% of students secured at least 3 x A*-A grades. 17% of students secured at least 5 x 
A*-A grades and 8% of students secured at least 8 x A*-A grades. The percentage of  
students gaining Ebacc recognition (A*-C in English, Maths, Science, Humanities and 
Modern Foreign Languages) continues to be above national averages. Similarly, at A 
Level, 88% of sixth form students achieved A*-C grades. Individual successes were Jen 
Rees who secured an A* in Biology and 3 A grades in Chemistry, English Literature and 
Maths and has gone onto University College London. And how can we not mention Charlie Allison who achieved the very 
highest possible marks (3 x Distinction *) in his Level 3 Extended Diploma in Sport (Performance and Excellence) and is 
now studying at Nottingham Trent University. This is even more incredible as Charlie suffered a cardiac arrest on Friday 9

th
 

December 2016 whilst completing his studies at SNA and was 
saved by a team of staff led by Mr Lowman and Ms Proctor 
(pictured above). 

Our new Year 7 students have made a wonderful start to life at 
SNA and numbers continue to increase. It gives us a clear         
indication that SNA is the first choice school in the local area 
and on behalf of the staff here, I would like to say how delighted 
we are that confidence in the school continues to grow. 

In September, we were delighted to welcome the following staff 
who have added further quality to our staffing provision: Mr  
Timson (Chemistry), Miss Grantham (English), Miss Haith 
(Biology), Miss Swinscoe (Maths), Mr Swanwick (Chemistry), 
Mrs Warren (Food Tech), Mrs Hall (Head of D&T), Mr          
Richardson (Humanities), Mrs Sharpe (Assistant Headteacher), 
Mr Melfi (Head of ICT/Business), Mr Errington (Psychology & 
Sociology), Mrs Jackson (Learning Resource Centre Assistant), 
Mrs Pasquill (Assistant Data / EVC) and Miss Martin (Inclusion 
Officer). In times where many schools are cutting back on the 
breadth of their curriculum, we are adding to our provision with 
enhanced opportunities in Computing, Design and Technology 
and Religious Education.  

As always, we are constantly seeking to improve our provision 
and our new vertical tutor groups and improved House system 
has  enhanced our support of students. We are also incredibly 
thankful to have such a supportive parents association (SNAPS) 

who have recently funded four external table tennis tables which will be installed when the fences come down. SNAPS 
were also a key contributor to the recent fireworks fiesta which attracted thousands of visitors and will form part of an       
annual calendar of events. Along with planning for external shelters and the long awaited refurbishment of our sports hall, 
our external facilities will soon be modern, fit for purpose and in line with the rest of the new build.                                                                                                   
                    Mr D Philpotts   @Head_SNA 

‘Pushing our boundaries to achieve more’ 
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Head Boy and Girl 

We are very pleased to announce that we have a new Head Boy, Harry Ingle and Head Girl, 
Freya Giles. This is a new appointment as part of our student leadership agenda and both      
students are from Year 13 and studying their A levels. Hattie Lord was also successful in being 
appointed Deputy. These students will lead our whole School Council and represent our             
Academy as student ambassadors. Alongside this we have appointed Y11 prefects and are in  
the process of appointing House Captains. All vertical tutor groups have also democratically         
voted on a KS3 and KS4 tutor representative who will represent the tutor group at House     
Council level. 

GCSE subject results 

Biology 100% A*-C 

Chemistry  100% A*-C 

Physics  100% A*-C 

French 100% A*-C 

Health & Social (Vocational)  100% A*-C 

Physical Education (Vocational) 100% A*-C 

ICT (Vocational) 100% A*-C 

Physical Education 95% A*-C 

German  86% A*-C 

ICT  85% A*-C 

Media 81% 

English Language & Literature  77% (9-4 / equivalent 
to A*-C) 



 

Library News 
Summer Book Quest 
It has been well documented that student literacy and reading levels can drop           
significantly over the summer period, including during the transition from primary to 
secondary school. During our Transition Week last year, Year 6 students were given a 
Summer Book Quest booklet. Similar to the public libraries’ Summer Reading          
Challenge, students were encouraged to read at least six books of their choice. In    
addition, we asked students to write short reviews of the books they had read and 
around twenty entries were handed into the library after the summer break! The excellent standard of reviews and high 
quality of the assortment of books read by students meant that judging was especially difficult! 
Four lucky students were chosen as winners; each receiving a certificate, House point and a mini selection of chocolates. 
An example of one review by Edie Glover of The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins was; “I really enjoyed this book    
because there was amazing suspense, which left me on the edge every time I put the book down”. 

‘Mock the Week’ Competition: this terms’ interactive display in the library focused, 
once again, on promoting reading for pleasure as well as encouraging our students 
to think creatively. It had a 'Mock the Week' inspired theme and consisted of a giant 
board asking students “If ‘books’ is the answer, what is the question?”. 

Students filled out some speech bubbles with their questions and stuck them to the 
board for everyone to see. The best question was awarded to Charlie Wright with, 
“what can help you get better grades?”. Charlie received a certificate, house points 
and a signed postcard from Michael Morpurgo!   
 

Junior Librarians: Every year, the library recruits a team of Junior Librarians to help run the library. Students will have 
the opportunity to  develop a whole range of new skills through using the library management system to perform            
circulation duties (issuing, returning, renewing of books), shelving books and helping to deal with any student enquiries. 
To apply for the role, students had to fill in an application form and then attend an interview - great preparation for the 
world of work yet to come! Students performed exceptionally well and a 
team of 9 students were selected. They are; Olivia Adkin, Eloisa       
Armstrong, Benjamin Bradley, Ella Collinson, Hedley Foster, William 

Gammon, Emily McKie, Eleanor 
Petts and Harvey Woodward. 
Junior Librarians were invited to a 
training session to go over the 
basics and will now be on duty in 
the library once a week at 
lunchtimes. Well done to those        
students and good luck!  

House Competitions 

The Academy has introduced a program of            
Inter House competitions between the 3 Houses    
of Aquitaine, Maine and Rollo. Inter House       
competitions are chances for students to compete 
as a House to win the House trophy. Each            
department runs a competition throughout the year 
and the students who participate get House points 
that work towards both personal and House goals.        
Students can see the progress of each House on 
the House notice boards in the Academy and the 
House with the greatest points at the end of the  
academic year will win the House trophy which is 
currently held by Aquitaine. The last two House        
competitions that we held saw Maine win the     
rowing competition and Rollo (KS3) and Maine 
(KS4) win the football. Well done all. 
We had a really fantastic 100-question Maths       
competition before the half term during lunchtime 
up in the Maths Department. The turnout was really 
high and all year groups were represented in a  
hard fought battle of numbers. The results are as 
follows: 3rd Place - Rollo (58/100) 2nd Place - 
Maine (60/100) with 1st Place going to Aquitaine 
(71/100). 
 

SNAPS 

The 2017/18 academic year has got off to a great start for your 
PTA team with some very welcome new faces joining the team 
and bringing a wealth of new ideas and experience 

We are putting on a new fundraising event on November 16th, at 
7pm at the Royal British Legion.  This will be your opportunity to 
see the range of products and gifts from Bodyshop demonstrated 
by our own personal Bodyshop consultant with orders being taken 
on the night.  A percentage of orders placed will come back to 
SNAPS. Tickets are £1 each and include a raffle ticket for the 
evening. 

Already we have 2 events planned for early in the school year. On 
13th January 2018 we will be running the Community Cafe in the 
Methodist Church hall, so please come down for a post New Year 
coffee, cake and catch up. We will be asking for cake donations 
nearer the time..  Friday 26th January is our annual Quiz Night – 
always a fabulous event that sells out quickly, we have our Quiz 
Master and Mrs booked in for another great event and we will be 
providing a light supper as always. 

Later in the year look out for updates on the Adult Disco we are 
planning on 18th May.  

As always all updates will be posted on our FB page please      
contact us for more details! 



‘There is a culture of reading at South Nottinghamshire Academy’ - Ofsted 2017 
Why is reading important for us and our students? 
We all understand the importance of reading and how it can have dramatic effects on children, both during their school 
career and into their adult lives. 

 One in six people in the UK will leave school still struggling with literacy – with a reading age below 11 

 These adults are less likely to be in full-time employment at the age of 30 

 Many students with low levels of literacy find sticking to guidelines and concentrating very difficult 
Reading is essential across the curriculum. Research shows that if young people read for pleasure: 

 Their vocabulary, reading and writing ability increases 

 They have a greater ability to access GCSE exam texts 

 They have increased general knowledge and understanding of other cultures 

 This will affect their basic understanding of the questions on an exam paper, which they will have to decode and          
interpret unaided. 

SNA sets high, aspirational reading targets for all our students: to achieve a reading age of 15 by the end of year 9. We 
were delighted with the astonishing success of our cohort last year. In September, 42% of students were below the    
reading target; by May over 80% had either achieved or exceeded this. There were significant gains for even the small 
percentage of those who did not meet the target, with over ¾ of these students making a gain of 3 years over the 9 
months. This is testimony to their hard work, commitment to improvement and clear evidence that gains in reading age 
are possible, simply through regular reading. We encourage all students to read for 15 minutes every day, to increase 
their confidence and ensure that they gain the ‘reading miles’ needed for fluency and comprehension. Reading is the 
same as all skills - regular practice is the key to improvement. 

“Literacy is a bridge from misery to hope. Literacy is the road to human progress and the means through which every 
man, woman and child can realise his or her full potential.” (Kofi Annan – Secretary-General of the UN). 

PE News: The new term at SNA has seen good numbers of pupils turning up for extra -curricular clubs and representing 
the Academy in varying competitions. In football, boys and girls teams in various ages have been training and played   
fixtures in the South Notts Cup, County Cup and National Small Schools Cup. 

Girls Football: Year 8 girls beat Toothill 3-1 in the South Notts Cup and the Year 9 girls beat Christ the King 7-1 in the 
County Cup. The next round will be played soon. The Year 7 girls will get the opportunity to represent school in the    
Rushcliffe schools futsal competitions after Christmas so need to keep coming to training in order to prepare for this. 

Boys Football: : Year 7 boys - despite a battling performance against an  
excellent George Spencer team (away), the Y7s lost their first game 
(Man of the Match - Sam Callender. Scorer - Henry Johnson). Not to be 
dispirited, the team then played their first match in the National Cup 
against Charles Read Academy (away). A fantastic team performance 
with some beautiful football resulted in an 8-4 victory (Man of the Match - 
Will Whitehead / Harry Clarke. Scorers - Sam Philpotts 3, Noah      
Aynsley-Johnson 2, Will Whitehead 2, Luke Fitch 1). Year 8 boys into the 
National Cup round 3 after a 1-0 win over St John Houghton School from           
Derbyshire. It was one of those matches where we dominated in all areas 
of the game but for some reason we could not score more goals. SNA  
totalled around 20 shots on goal to the visitors 2 and it took a late curling 
effort by Luke Brown to create the difference between the two sides. All 
of the players worked hard and showed great mental toughness in their 
first game of the season. 

Netball: a mixed year 7 and 8 girls team went to Redhill school to play in the Redhill Trust school’s games Netball and 
were beaten by Top Valley but then went on to beat Hall Park in the second match. There will be another two Trust     
competitions later on in the year where pupils will compete against the other 7 secondary schools in the trust. 

Handball: students have also represented SNA at Handball this half term in the Rushcliffe School’s Year 9 and 10 Boys 
and Girls competitions with the girls drawing with South Wolds and the boys drawing with West Bridgford teams. 

Rugby: SNA Year 7 boys played South Wolds Academy in their first full contact rugby match; a successful finish 40-35 
with outstanding play from Will Whitehead, Harry Clarke and Sam Mills. 

Extra curricular: as always, there are lots of clubs for students to get involved with. Positive Futures have successfully 
been supporting our extra-curricular clubs for a number of years now with high numbers of pupils attending a Football 
club and a Fitness club in our new fitness suite on a Wednesday. Mrs Barton has also been running a highly successful 
after school Dance club on a Friday which has been well attended and will be performing later on in the year. This half 
term, two of our Year 9 Level 2 Sports Leaders will be running a new Table Tennis club this half term after school on a 
Monday open to Yr7 and 8 pupils in the hall from 2.50-3.50pm. All after school clubs run are advertised on our website so 
parents can find out the details.  Clubs will finish at 3.50pm in time for the late bus back to Cotgrave. 

Sports tour: the first SNA PE department sports tour has now been booked and we are                                                  
delighted to announce that 23 Year 8 and 9 boys/girls will be travelling to Portugal at Easter 2019                           

to visit and train at Porto football club. What a fantastic opportunity for SNA pupils. 

Year 7 Football Team 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Camps International 

The Academy is excited to launch 
its first collaboration with Camps 
International to allow students the 
opportunity of a lifetime to visit the 
country of Cambodia and carry out ethical and sustainable 
activities. The expedition will help to challenge students’ 
view of the world, understand the day to day challenges 
rural communities’ face, help work on projects which          
transform communities and help them overcome significant 
issues they face including access to clean water, education 
and housing. During your 4 week life-enhancing school 
expedition students would  visit ancient historic sites such 
as the iconic Angkor Wat temple, take a boat to the         
fascinating floating village on Tonle Sap Lake. In addition to 
the out ethical and sustainable activities that the students 
will  take on the challenge of mastering the fundamentals of 
scuba diving., learning about your equipment and different 
diving techniques in a confined environment before          

undertaking series of open water dives 
surrounded by marine life whilst        
completing your PADI Open Water.  
The trip is open to any student in years 
10,11 and 12 and is scheduled to run in 
July 2019. 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

On Friday 29th of September, SNA held a  
coffee morning for staff and students to 
raise money for Macmillan Cancer Support. 
We were overwhelmed with the donations brought in; many 
of our incredibly talented students had baked delicious  
cakes for everyone to enjoy. Staff and students indulged 
themselves during an extended break-time and we managed 
to raise a massive £412.25 for this great charity. The ‘SNA 
bake-off’ resulted in two winners: Ella Polson with her         
luscious lemon drizzle and Ilona Jobson with superb          
chocolate cupcakes. We would like to thank parents and  
students for their generosity and hard-work in making this 
fundraising event such a huge success. 

 

        First Place: Ella Polson’s                                                            
        Luscious Lemon Drizzle! 
 

 

 

                                           First Place: 
                                           Ilona ’s Chocolate Cupcakes  

 

2017/2018 

17th November Year 8 English Awful Auntie Trip 

27th November Year 11 Mock exams start 

22nd December Last day of term - close at lunch time 

8th January First day of term 

10th January Year 11 Parents’ Evening 

15th January 

26th January 

Year 13 mock exams start 

SNAPS Quiz Night 

30th January Poetry live KS4 

6-8th Feb Bugsy Malone production 

6th February Year 12 Parents’ Evening 

13th February Year 10 Parents’ Evening 

16th February End of term 

  

Mobile Phones: A huge thank you to all students and 
parents for supporting our new mobile phone rules of 
"not seen and not heard". Students have adapted very 
quickly and we now see students at break and 
lunchtimes socialising, communicating and interacting 
with each other without the use of a mobile phone. 

Sixth Form Open Evening 

On Tuesday 17th October we held a successful Sixth Form 
Open Evening where we spoke to prospective Sixth Form 
students about the array of successful A level and BTEC 
courses that we have at Sixth Form. We discussed the key 
strands of our Sixth Form - small class sizes, excellent     
results, successful destinations and personalised pastoral 
and academic mentoring.  This evening will be followed up 
with Sixth Form taster sessions and a revision afternoon in 
November. The deadline for applications is 15th December 
2017. 

           Bugsy                 Malone 

 

‘Bugsy Malone’ is in rehearsal! 

SNA’s next whole school production is ‘Bugsy Malone’. 
Set in 1929 on the streets of New York, Bugsy is a 
smooth talking man about town who gets caught up in 
the gang rivalry between Fat Sam and Dandy Dan. It’s  
a musical full of toe-tapping tunes, lots of laughs 
and…..custard pies! 

The cast have been busy in rehearsal learning the song 
and dance routines and are really enjoying bringing their 
characters to life! 

Bugsy Malone runs from Tuesday 6
th
- Thursday 8

th
  

February 2018 in the SNA theatre. Tickets will be         
available soon via Wisepay. 


