
 

 
 

GEOGRAPHY AT SOUTH NOTTINGHAMSHIRE ACADEMY 
 

The successful applicant will join the Humanities team which consists of six dedicated, 
enthusiastic, energetic and hard-working teachers. Along with the teaching of Geography at A 
Level and GCSE we also offer History, Sociology, Psychology and Religious Education. 
Between us we have a wealth of different experience both in and out of education. High 
expectations, raising the standards of students’ achievement, enjoyment and providing quality 
learning experiences is highly valued.  
 
The Humanities Department is currently based in a suite of 5 rooms in a brand new state of 
the art building. All our rooms are fitted with interactive whiteboards and teachers have a laptop 
to support their work. The faculty has a friendly and supportive atmosphere with teaching and 
learning at the centre of everything we do, and staff are supported in continually developing 
their practice as we all strive for excellence. Development work is routinely carried out as a 
team due to the positive working relationships within the faculty.  We have formed good 
relationships with the Redhill Academy Trust Geography network and take an active part in 
the further professional development this provides.  Staff have the opportunity to take part in 
other external, subject-specific professional development, and opportunities to visit other 
schools within the Trust to widen experience is encouraged. 

 

 
Key Stage 3 
 
Students are taught in sets from the start of Year 7 and the faculty operates a top heavy setting 
policy so as to provide increased levels of support for lower achievers.   
 
In Year 7, students focus on map skills, settlement and shopping, river floods and disasters, 
energy and population. In Year 8, students will study tourism, rainforests, weather and coasts. 
A range of teaching and learning strategies are used to engage and enthuse students in 
Geography. A combination of collaborative and independent learning is encouraged. ICT 
suites are also available. 

 

  

Key Stage 4 
 
Students follow a 3 year GCSE pathway. Students are taught in mixed ability groups with class 
sizes ranging from 18 to 25 students. We follow the AQA GCSE Geography Syllabus. The 
course is fully supported with the use of textbooks and resources developed by staff 
themselves. Field Trips are a strong feature of the course. The department has subscribed to 
Exampro allowing full access to past papers, mark schemes and model answers to support 
preparation for the final examinations. A highly structured intervention programme is in place 
at Key Stage 4 in order to support the whole school priority of raising attainment and progress 
of all students. 
 

Key Stage 5 
 

Our Sixth Form students follow the AQA A-Level Geography syllabus.  Teaching at Key Stage 
5 involves engaging and challenging activities that are used to interest and enthuse students 
as well as developing understanding and practicing the skills that are required. This is in 
conjunction with promoting independence and the rigor needed to be successful in post-16 
Geography.   
 

 



 

 
 

 
Field Trips 
 
Field Trips are a well-established feature of Geography at South Nottinghamshire Academy. 
We offer a range of opportunities to enrich students experience through a combination of one 
day field visits and residentials. Students have the opportunity to take advantage of the Peak 
District to support the teaching of Physical Geography as well as local visits to Newark to focus 
on urban planning. 
 
The Geography team at SNA work hard to create activities and learning episodes that build 
confidence and encourage active engagement of students in learning.  We believe in looking 
for the logic in all student responses as a means to unpick misconceptions and celebrate 
mistakes as a means of learning.   

 
We are now looking to add an energetic and enthusiastic teacher to our team who can further 
support the development of Geography at South Nottinghamshire Academy. 

 
In the next two years the department considers its main priorities to be: 

 To improve the progress for all students, with ongoing focus on Most Able 

 To improve the proportion of 5-9 grades at GCSE 

 Continue to close the gap in attainment for disadvantaged students 

 Increase the level of challenge and engagement at Key Stage 3 

 Increase the proportion of Key Stage 5 students taking Geography  

 Teaching and learning development on assessment for learning, questioning, 
providing quality feedback and collaborative learning. 

 

Cheryl Farrington 
Faculty Leader of Humanities 


