
With Christmas rapidly approaching, it seems an opportune moment to reflect on the huge range of opportunities that 

have been available this term. As well as students continuing to access the SNA+ programme (after school provision), 

students have experienced trips and visits including a trip to Leipzig in Germany and a residential to Hagg Farm;            

participated in a variety of fund raising activities;  performed at the Nottingham Arts Theatre; experienced careers based 

events; and welcomed Baroness Stowell MBE.  

And of course, we finally gained the use of our £1.2 million refurbished 

sportshall and changing rooms. You can imagine how excited the students (and 

staff - see picture right) were to be finally using such a great facility.  

On Friday 14th December 2018, we are supporting the ‘Save the Children’    

annual Christmas jumper day. For a £1 donation, we are encouraging students 

to wear Christmas jumpers as part of their school uniform.    

 Also, for your information, the Academy will close for the Christmas period 

at 12.05 p.m. on Friday 21st December 2018. School buses will collect at 

this earlier time and drop students at their normal bus stops. If your child 

is entitled to Free School Meals, please contact us and a cold packed lunch 

will be provided which can be collected at morning break. If this is          

required, please let School Services know by Friday 14th December.   

 We re-open after the Christmas holiday on Monday 7th January 2018 at 

8.25 a.m.   

 We’re hoping that last years weather was unique but in the event of any 

enforced school closure, parents will receive a text message via Wisepay. 

In addition, it will feature on BBC Radio Nottingham, SNA website, and on 

twitter @Head_SNA.   

Academy uniform: can I also take this opportunity to thank you for your support in ensuring that the uniform standards 

at the Academy are maintained.  In full uniform, we believe our students are the smartest of any local school and are a 

real credit to the Academy.  With many students receiving clothing and jewellery over the Christmas period, can I please   

remind you to refer to the uniform expectations which are available on the Academy website and in the student planner. 

In the New Year, we will continue to ensure our students are prepared and ready to fulfil their learning potential.   

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your family a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

And as always, thank you for your continued support of our great school. Mr D Philpotts  

‘Pushing our boundaries to achieve more’ 

December 2018 
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Spor ts News 

We have had plenty of sporting success so far at SNA this term. In football 
news, our Year 8 boys  have reached the quarter final of the South Notts Cup 
by beating Carlton Academy 8-1. Well done Boys!  They also reached the last 
32 of the National Cup but were removed for playing a younger aged player in 
a game they won 6-3; bureaucracy gone mad! Our Sixth Form team also won 
their first match of the year, beating Minster School 4-1; they are now through 
to the next round and will play West Bridgford School. The Year 9 girl’s      
football team also played in the South Notts cup against Ashfield School.            
Unfortunately they lost in extra time 2-1. Year 7 boys took part in a rugby 
competition, which took place at Keyworth Rugby club. They did amazing,  
winning every game in the group stages scoring a total of 15 tries in three 
games without conceding a try, which is not easily done. Unfortunately, the 
boys lost to West Bridgford school in the final 2-0 after playing a great match. 
Mrs Barton has also been working with year 7, 8 and 9 girls this term on a  
variety of dances. They are working towards the dance showcase which will 
take place in April 2019 as well as the Radcliffe OAP Christmas Party. 

 
Last week we hosted our annual House indoor rowing event in the fitness 

suite. Over 100 pupils took part in the activity, with Maine having the most 

pupils enter. In year 11, it was Jack Spoors and Amy Stevenson who rowed 

over an impressive 317m. In year 10, it was Jack Cooper and Ellen Griffiths 

who rowed over 326m.Year 9 saw Ben Royston and Olivia Standeven take first 

place with over 280m rowed.  Year 8 winners where Sam Mills and Sophie 

Button who managed over 270m. Finally, in year 7 Harry Hanson and Bibi   

Gordon took first place rowing over 230m. Well done to everyone that       

participated. 

At SNA, we want to provide all students with extra-curricular activities where 

they can come, enjoy themselves, and make new friends. Positive Futures are 

also running two very successful after school clubs, which any student can 

attend. These include football on a Tuesday and Dodgeball on a Wednesday. 

This has been a great success so far with over 25 pupils attending. Please join 

in, come and have some fun. We have some fantastic events coming up in the 

next few weeks and months at SNA. This includes the highly anticipated, Year 

7- 9 indoor house athletics, which has not been held for 3 years. We are super 

excited to have this back on the calendar at SNA and we hope it is successful. 

All pupils will be practising in their PE lessons and then off timetable to take 

part. Yr7 is Tues 18th Dec, Yr8 Wed 19th and Yr9 Thurs 13th, results from all 3 

competitions will be added together to give an overall House winner. 

During the Spring term we are taking 22 Year 9 and 10 pupils to Portugal for 4 

nights to train and play at FC Porto's training ground and the highlight will be 

watching Porto play on Sun 7th April vs Boavista. 

Congratulations to Will Thomas who competed at the British Youth Sailing 

Regional Junior Topper Championships, he won the event after a closely 

fought series of 6 races and is now Midlands Regional Champion. Well done 

Will, the hard work does pay off! A big well done also goes to Kristian Clarke 

(Yr. 7) who has signed for Nottingham Forest under 12 team.  



Stride for life 

Year 10 girls raised over £200 for Cancer Research by  

walking or running 5K around Rushcliffe country park on 

a beautiful autumn afternoon along with pupils from   

other Rushcliffe schools. SNA’s own Chris Ballard           

organises the event for secondary and primary schools 

in the Rushcliffe School’s Sport Partnership. This event 

has been running for many years now and pupils have 

raised over £20,000 in total. We are really proud to 

have been a part of this fantastic day. Pupils finished 

the race with a bottle of water and a piece of fruit. 

Fundraising Events at SNA 

Children In Need 

This year at SNA we had a non-uniform day to raise money for   

Children in Need, where students donated a pound to the charity if 

they were in non uniform or something yellow. This was very      

successful and we raised a massive £626.91, £285 more than we 

raised in 2017.  As it was Children in Need, the staff at SNA took on 

the students in a charity basketball game in our brand new sports 

hall. We had around 150 students watching the match, where they 

all donated 20p to the charity. After an energetic match it finished 

15-15. This was a successful event where we raised £60. Thank you 

to everyone involved. 

Year 10 girls at stride for life 2018 
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Macmillan Coffee Morning 2018 

This year staff and students took part in The 

Macmillan coffee morning. A charity close to 

the hearts of many of our staff and students. 

From both events, we managed to raise a     

fantastic total of £375.00 for this great charity. 

Our star bakers were Caitlyn Wilkinson and 

Archie Lee who both won first prize in the SNA 

bake off. A huge thank you to all the students, 

staff and parents who baked, ate and donated 

towards this event. 



Trips at SNA 
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 Hagg Farm 

This year, 74 Year 8 students made the trip to Hagg Farm Outdoor Education 

Centre, situated in the Peak District near Hope Valley and Ladybower          

Reservoir. During their time at Hagg Farm the students took part in a number 

of activities like rock hopping through the gaps and crags of Higger Tor,      

canoeing and the Fairholmes walk 

At the Hagg Farm Centre everyone got stuck in whether it was helping to 

cook, clean, tidy, hoover and look after the centre. By the end of the week the 

staff at the centre commented about how both groups of students showed a 

fantastic attitude and were a credit to the  Academy.  

During the course of the week, all students found the opportunity to         

challenge themselves in some way. Nearly everyone was doing activities for 

the first time and the tenacity and determination showed by students was  

wonderful to see. 

German Exchange 2018 

During the October half term, it was SNA’s turn to travel to Germany as 

guests. Along with Mr Brewin and Frau Parris, the group travelled by plane to 

Leipzig where our partners warmly welcomed us. Our German partners gave 

us a guided tour of their city, famous for the musical connections with Bach 

and historically important as the scene of mass demonstrations which ulti-

mately led to the reunification of East/West Germany in 1989.  

We also travelled to Berlin and toured the city's main sights on bike, learning 

about many key events in Germany's history. Currywurst and Rittersport  

chocolate helped in keeping out a chilly east wind 

On departing, with many  friendships cemented and the tears and promises 

of further visits, we all agreed that this had been a hugely successful           

exchange and for these young people the first steps in promoting European 

understanding. A big thank you to all pupils and their families for their     

amazing enthusiasm, support and resilience. Danke schon! 

GCSE Geography Field Trip 

On Tuesday 25th September the year 11 Geographers went on an expedition to 

the sand dunes at Theddlethorpe, just North of Mablethorpe in North              

Lincolnshire The students had to conduct data collection into how vegetation 

cover and acidity changes as you progress from the front of the sand dune to the 

back of it. On the day it was a chilly morning but it quickly warmed up – it was 

perfect Geography fieldtrip weather! The students then spent 2 hours collecting 

primary data – at points battling through vegetation to be as accurate in their 

measurements as possible. The trip was a great success and we were incredibly 

proud of the manner with which the students conducted themselves, it felt more 

like an A level or university fieldtrip at points. The students represented South 

Nottinghamshire Academy with pride and it was a privilege to accompany them. 



Careers Local Bid  

has enabled us to provide 
many more projects which link 
to careers, enterprise and  
development of employability 
skills.  All of Year 11 will take 
part in a Mock Interview Day 
and be offered the opportunity 
to visit  the University of 
Nottingham. We have also 
been able to provide            
additional literature and    
journal resources to our      
Library, as well as the      
Shakespeare for Schools     
programme, facilitated by Mrs 
Lowe and a visit to Nottingham 
Playhouse with Miss Gratham.   

Last school year, Careers 
Local Enterprise grants of up 
to £10,000 became available 
for a range of  educational 
institutions in              
Nottinghamshire. 
The grants are available to 
support 15 to 19 year olds at 
risk of becoming ‘Not in    
Education Employment or 
Training’ (NEET) to increase 
their employability skills and 
chances of participating in 
further education.   
Mrs Caunt (pictured right)
was successful with two bids, 
each up to £10,000, and this 

An audience with Baroness Stowell MBE  
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On 16th November, we were very fortunate to host Baroness 

Tina Stowell, through our link with Speakers for Schools. The 

Baroness delivered an inspiring  presentation to students in 

Years 10 and 12, talking about her own career journey, as well 

as the importance of self-belief, developing aspirations,       

determination and aiming high. The presentation aligned with 

our SNA Way Core Values and offered a very positive message 

to students.  The Baroness was the Leader of the House of 

Lords and the Lord Privy Seal until July 2016 and went on to 

become an independent, non-affiliated peer in February 2018, 

when she was appointed Chair of the Charity Commission.  

Careers Enabling Enterprise  

Through the success of the Careers Local Funding, we have    
developed our link with Enabling Enterprise (EE), who have now    
delivered a whole Year 10 Enterprise Challenge Day in school – 
The Chocolate Challenge. Students were tasked with rebranding 
a failing chocolate product, with a focus on developing 8 core 
skills required for the world of work. A group of 26 students 
from the winning teams joined Mrs Caunt on a Business Reward 
Trip to Eversheds Law, where there undertook another business 
challenge – Tricky Trials and were fortunate to link with business 
mentors and learn more about careers within a prestigious Law 
company.  All of the EE programmes have a focus of encouraging 
students to push their boundaries and develop the core skills 
required by employers.  
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SNA Stars 

This year at South Nottinghamshire   

Academy, we have introduced the SNA 

star where students from KS3 and KS4 

gain recognition for going above and   

beyond in lessons. This has been a       

fantastic opportunity for our students to 

really gain some well earned recognition 

for the amount of hard work they put into 

their studies. In  September we had 135       

students who had worked extremely 

hard, but our prize winner was Kristian 

Clarke (Yr 7) who received a 

WHSmith gift voucher. October 

was another  successful month 

for our students, which saw 125 

students placed into our prize 

draw, with the winner  being  

Matty Harper Yr 7 (Pictured 

Right). This is something we 

want to promote and show the 

success of our students. Keep 

up the hard work!  

Remembrance Day at SNA 

Students and staff across the academy have been commemorating the 

remembrance day centenary. 

In the week running up to Remembrance Day, students, in History        

lessons, have been decorating paper poppies with stories of                   

remembrance and kind thoughts, which have been displayed across the 

academy. Whilst on Remembrance Sunday, hundreds of Radcliffe         

residents turned out to watch the Remembrance Parade within which 

Benjamin Bradley and Daniel Colbourn (Year 11) alongside Mrs            

Kowalewski, undertook the traditional laying of the SNA wreath at the 

village cenotaph. 

Year 11 Revision Afternoon 

Hot on the heels of the 6th form 
taster morning and in preparation 
for their November mocks, Year 11 
spent an afternoon off timetable to 
focus on the importance of effective 
revision strategies. The interactive 
afternoon, led by Mrs Kowalewski 
and Mrs Wood, provided students 
the opportunity to plan their time, 
trial different revision strategies and 
reflect on how to achieve their long 
term goals. Students left the       
afternoon with renewed focus and 
armed with specially selected       
revision books for each of their    

subjects. The academy          
continues to be immensely 
proud of the Year 11 students 
and their unwavering drive and 
ambition. One of our year 11      
students commented  'This   
session has really helped me      
understand that revision isn't 
scary and that different       
strategies like mind maps and 
flashcards will help me achieve 
beyond my target grade' 



Reading Leaders 

Students in Years 10 and 12 
have been busy this term 
mentoring students in Year 
7 and 8 with reading. After  
undertaking training on how 
to develop inference skills 
through questioning, older 
students have been paired 
with a younger mentee who 
they meet twice weekly    
during tutor time. Younger 
students are already          
benefitting from this regular 
support from our older     
students and are beginning 

to read with more         
confidence and skill.  
Reading is a something we 
are very passionate about 
at SNA and we want to 
continue to push our 
younger student to read 
as much as they can. We 
would like to take the  
opportunity to thank all of 
the mentors for the      
fantastic work they are 
doing with our younger 
students. Its really paying 
off!                         

Library News 
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Reading and Accelerated Reader 

All of our Year 7 and 8 students take part in our Accelerated Reader 

programme here at SNA. It enables students to improve on their  

reading progress and has been proven to raise students’ reading     

levels. Essentially, a student reads a book at the appropriate level, 

takes an online quiz, and gets immediate feedback. In their weekly 

library lesson, the librarian will discuss students’ test results with them 

and offer personalised advice and recommendations for future book 

choices.  

Our current data for reading across the Academy, shows the           

phenomenal progress of our students throughout their time at SNA. 

For example, last years Year 7 students started off with an average 

reading age of 13 Years and 1 Month and by the end of the year, this 

had increased to an impressive 15 Years and 3 Months – putting us 

firmly at the top of the Redhill Academy Trust. 

Within just the first half term of this year, our students collectively 

took just under 1000 Accelerated Reader book quizzes between them, 

which equates to a massive 24 million words read in total! So well 

done to everyone for all of their amazing reading at school and at 

home.  

Two students raised the bar higher than ever, becoming Word        

Millionaires in just the first term. Alfie Lang is our top reader with   

Oliver Monaghan a close second – bucking the statistics by proving 

that boys can be better readers than girls!  Well done! 



Dates for your Diary 

2019 

7th January Return from Christmas Holidays  

15 January Year 11 Parents Evening  

23rd January Year 7 Parents Evening 

28th January History Paris Trip 

7th February Year 12 Parents Evening 

11th February  Year 10 Parents Evening  

18th February February Half Term 

2019 

27th February Year 8 Option Evening 

7th March Year 8 Parents’ evening 

18th March INSET Day 

20th March Year 9 Parents’ evening 

8th April Easter Holidays 

SNA News le t t e r  2018  
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Drama Productions 

Students from SNA have once again wowed the crowds with their acting     

prowess – but this time they have taken their performance skills to town. 

Nottingham Arts Theatre saw students from three different schools perform 

half hour versions of Shakespeare plays on 8th November. The talented cast 

from SNA performed “Romeo and Juliet”, with Briony Chambers giving a 

polished, moody performance as Romeo, and Ella Collinson being a very  

mature and emotional Juliet. Everyone in the cast gave a very professional 

performance, and both cast and audience thoroughly enjoyed the evening. 

Jack Streeter was completely immersed in his role as Benvolio, whilst both  

Ellena Featherstone as Tybalt and Elijah Armstrong as Mercutio were       

violent and commanding. 

The technical team were also outstanding. Led by Jack Spoors and James    

Bennett, the lighting and sound team created a beautiful  production. This was 

an amazingly strong cast, and every one of them could be stars of the future! 

Tickets on sale now! 

Tickets are now on sale for the next whole school production, the smash hit  

comedy musical ‘Me and My Girl’. Over 50 students are involved in the         

forthcoming show about an East End Costermonger who is revealed to be the 

new Earl of Hareford, needless to say, his aristocratic relations are horrified! 

Come along for a right old knees up! The show runs from Tuesday 12th-    

Thursday 14th February 2019 in the SNA Theatre. Adults £5 Concessions £4 

Tickets are available now on Wisepay 


