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In our first newsletter of the new academic year, it gives me great pleasure to be able to update you on the fantastic GCSE 

and A Level results that our students achieved during the summer months. As you will read in more detail, students and 

subjects once again secured some remarkable outcomes.  

At GCSE, one of the key performance measures is Progress 8 which looks at student's progress between Key Stage 2 (Y6) 

and Key Stage 4 (Y11) across eight key subjects. It shows whether students have performed to expectation, based on their 

Year 6 performance. SNA’s Progress 8 score is +0.32 and means that all of our students do nearly a third of a grade better, 

in all of their subjects, than comparable students at other schools nationally. Of particular note, Jacob Sadler, Ingrid Giles 

and Olivia Turner, who have all now joined Year 12 were ranked in the top 0.1% of GCSE students nationally. At A Level,   

students were equally as successful and gained places at prestigious universities or progressed to their destination of choice 

in employment or training.  

Due to our increased student numbers, we have been delighted to welcome the following teaching staff who have added 

further quality to our teaching provision: Miss Mees (English), Mr Dinatale (Maths / Science), Mr Wroughton (Humanities) 

and Mr Smith (Science). We also welcome Mrs Briggs (Head of Physical Education) who replaces Mrs McCabe. In addition, 

Mrs Sycamore has joined the support team as Office Manager / Headteachers Personal Assistant. 

Education and Business Partnership Award Winners 
Having received this award from the East Midlands Chamber 

of Commerce, it is recognition of the work we continue to do 

that focuses on business and work related learning. At SNA, 

we believe that we have a duty to prepare the next generation 

of young people for the world of work in a market that is     

continually evolving and will look very different. A big thank 

you goes to Mrs Caunt who spearheads this provision and   

ensures that SNA students have the employability skills,       

aspiration and belief to be successful. 

Finally, in terms of a few updates and reminders, you may have noticed that the bike shelter has been made more secure 

with lockable gates and fencing. As parents will appreciate, we continue to liaise with Highways and NCC about the issues 

around the Glebe Lane / Cropwell Road junction - to try and make drop off and pick up times safer for everyone, can all    

parents please follow the Highway Code. And lastly, our new pledge system has been introduced and we look forward to        

celebrating the wider activities and opportunities that our students participate in.  

As always, thank you for your continued support of our great school . Mr Philpotts           @Head_SNA  
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GCSE & A-Level Results 2019 

South Nottinghamshire Academy has achieved its best ever results this 
summer with subjects and individual students achieving outstanding 
grades. 
 
Headteacher Dan Philpotts says “These results are a testimony to the hard 
work and effort shown by our students over the past year. I am beyond 
proud of each of them and am looking forward to welcoming them back in 
September to continue their studies. I am delighted to see the school go 
from strength to strength with yet another year of record breaking        
results.” 
 
Many individual Year 11 students secured outstanding results including: 
 Jacob Sadler (pictured right) secured 10 x grade 9s.   
 Callum Napier (pictured – right) gained 4 x grade 9s, 4 x grade 8s 

and a grade 7. 
Incredibly, both boys received their GCSE results in Cambodia where they 
were with other SNA students helping local communities (Camps Interna-
tional). 
 
 Ingrid Giles securing 8 x grade 9s and 1 x grade 8 (pictured right) 
 Olivia Turner securing 7 x grade 9s and 2 x 8s (pictured right) 
 Evie Johnson securing 5 x grade 9s and 4 x grade 8s  
 
Their successes are put into perspective when considering that Ofqual 
have released that only 0.1% of all GCSE students nationally managed to 
get 7 x grade 9s.  
 
GCSE headline figures include: 
Best Ever Progress 8 Score! 
 60% of students secured a grade 5 in English and Maths 
 80% of students secured a grade 5 or above (C grade) in English 
 64% of students secured a grade 5 or above (C grade) in Maths 

 
Individual subject areas continue to be outstanding. Subjects that  secured 
the highest percentage of 9-4 grades (or equivalent) are as follows: 
 Biology - 100% 
 Fine Art - 100% 
 Computer Science -100% 
 ICT - 100% 
 German - 100% 
 Physical education - 100% 
 Physics - 100% 
 Spanish - 100% 
 Chemistry - 100% 
 Physics - 100% 
 BTEC Sport - 100% 
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Sixth Form Results 
 
Sixth Form students at South Nottinghamshire Academy have 
been celebrating their successes after receiving their A-level  
results today. 
 
Mrs Cox, Head of Sixth Form commented, “students and staff 
have worked extremely hard to secure some of the            
Academy’s most outstanding results - it is so pleasing to see 
students gain their places at prestigious universities or        
progress to their destination of choice in employment or 
training.” 
 
Abbie Bray (pictured right) gained 3 A’s in English Literature, 
Media Studies and Sociology and will be studying English   
Literature and American Studies at the University of          
Manchester  
 
Molly McGarry (pictured right) achieved A* in English Litera-
ture, A in Art and B in Spanish and has achieved her first 
choice place at the University of Lincoln, studying Animation 
and Visual Effects. 
 
Other students securing impressive results were Toby Phipps 
and Rosie Castledine both achieving ABB and successfully 
gaining places at Warwick University to study English           
Literature / History and Cardiff University to study Ancient 
History respectively.  
 
Overall, 82% of students gained A*-C grades and 64% gained 
A*-B grades. Over half of all students secured the top A*-B 
grades in English Literature, History, Art, Media and Sociology. 
 
Dan Philpotts (Headteacher) commented that, “this group of 
students have been a pleasure to work with and it is            
extremely pleasing to see them being rewarded for their hard 
work and commitment to their learning. We wish them       
continued success for their future”. 
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Library News 

Meet our new team of Junior Librarians! 

Here at SNA, any student from Year 8 to Year 11 can apply to become part of our 

Library Team as a Junior Librarian for the year. Becoming a Junior Librarian means 

that students are able to enhance their communication skills by dealing with        

student enquiries as well as learning new skills, such as using the Library               

Management System to issue and return books. They also benefit from working as 

part of a team that helps us to run the library more effectively at lunchtimes.  

In order to apply for the role of Junior Librarian, students had to complete an appli-

cation form (with tutors as references) and then attend an interview, so competi-

tion was certainly fierce. We are now pleased to announce that the following       

students were successful in their applications so will officially be our new team of 

Junior Librarians;   

Elliot Cook (M5), Charlotte Dear (A8), Zoe Maxwell (M5), Jack Roper (A4), Sienna 

Seaton (A5), Yasmin Seddik (A1), Reima Stephenson (R1), Ellie Stevenson (M5), 

Charlie Wright (A6). 

Book Bingo 

Throughout the Autumn term, the library is running an exciting competition for  

students of any age to get involved in: It’s called 'Book Bingo'! Students must pick 

from the grid of 16 boxes on the display and then read a book that fits into that par-

ticular category. For example, they might opt for 'a book that made you laugh' and 

then read a book written by David Walliams. They then grab a card from the library 

and note down the information. If students get a line of boxes, they will win a small 

prize. If they get a full house and read 16 books, they'll win a super duper big prize! 

The main aim is to help students when they are choosing their books as well as 

push students to read more out of their comfort zone. It is often the case that stu-

dents will either stick to one author/series/genre and are unconfident with reading 

much more widely so I am hoping this will encourage our students to be more ad-

venturous with their reading this year. As well as being a bit of fun, these kinds of 

activities can help to encourage reading for pleasure and will further help to 

strengthen our 'reading culture' at SNA. 

SNAPS 

SNAPS have already kicked off our year of fundraising by running the bar at the Village 
Show in September. It was a lovely sunny day and we had a busy time and doubled the 
profit on last year.  Looking forward we will have a busy November as we will be       
running the hot and cold refreshments at the Firework event on Sunday 3rd November 
and then we have also taken over the running of the Radcliffe Food and Gift Fair at the 
Grange Hall on Sunday 24th November. As always year on year, we do have some     
attrition of our stalwart committee members and the events that we run require a     
significant amount of volunteers to make sure everyone has the chance to enjoy the 
event. If you could offer just 30 minutes to an hour of your time, please reach out to 
committee members to volunteer your time at these upcoming events.   
  



SNA Newsletter 2019 

Careers News 

Education and Business Partnership Award Winners 
On Friday 13th September 2019, South Nottinghamshire Academy 
attended the East Midlands Chamber of Commerce (Nottinghamshire) 
Awards. The school was overjoyed when it was presented as winner of 
the Education and Business Partnership Award. In a competitive        
category, the school was successful against organisations who support 
young people’s mental health / well-being and adults with learning 
difficulties. The award was sponsored by Nottingham University      
Business School. 

Kieran Cooper – IS OUR 2019/20, YEAR 10 Young           

Ambassador! 
Well done to Kieran Cooper in Year 10 for securing a place as a Young 

Ambassador.  The Young Project supports schools and young people 

across the Rushcliffe and Nottingham area.  One Year 10 student from 

each of the Rushcliffe Schools is recruited into a paid ambassador role 

and they work for the project one evening each week, at Rushcliffe 

Arena from 5-7pm.  During this time the students make new friend-

ships, meet business professionals, facilitate market enterprises in the 

local area and take on their own personal project.  Additionally, they 

have the opportunity to gain a first aid qualification, offer peer men-

toring in their school, as well as developing skills for professional use 

of social media.  These are just some of the exciting programmes 

which ambassadors can expect to take on board during the year long 

opportunity.  Kieran will be linking to Mrs Caunt (Careers), with a view 

to supporting SNA careers events and raising the profile of his role to 

other prospective students.  Well done to our student for a brilliant 

application and interview and a great start to this years’ Young Project.   

Work Experience 
Well over 100 placements have now been confirmed for this years’ 

programme.  Once again, a very positive start and great commitment 

from business organisations.  Mrs Caunt will continue to secure a 

range of other opportunities over the course of this school year but is 

already excited to have made new links with Experian, East Midlands 

Trains, Radcliffe Chiro, Software into Action and Maber Architects.  

Work Experience week is 6th – 10th July 2020.  Information to students 

and parents will go out before half term and students can sign up for 

placements from November.  Students are advised to express their 

interest in placements early, as some will be in high demand.  Mrs 

Caunt commented that last school year there was certainly a trend in 

Law opportunities and many of our girls showed a keen interest in Ar-

chitecture, Design and Tech/IT. 
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Spor ts News 

‘Stride for Life’ kick starts September for SNA PE. At the start 

of September over 50 Year 10 girls joined other schools from 

around the area to raise money and awareness for Cancer 

Research UK. Dressed in pink each girl completed the 5km 

course around Holme Pierrepont.  They were a real asset to 

the school and community helping to contribute to over 

£20,000 raised by this event over the last 10 years. 

We have also started quickly with the new pledge initiative 

and there has been many opportunities to achieve some 

pledges already this half term.  Students have had the 

opportunity to attend an overnight residential  and  there 

has been house events that students have been involved in 

for the “house events contribution pledge”. Our 

extracurricular programme is now up and running and will 

help support pupils gain pledges. Pupils are encouraged to 

turn and ‘have ago’ at the variety of different activities that 

run over lunchtime and after school by staff from all over 

the school. We have also had students support the Year 5 

and 6 Open Evening and students who have offered to help 

others across the Academy. We really hope the students 

continue to join in these opportunities and record their 

achievements in their pledge passports. 

Looking forward we have football teams in the South Notts 

League, County Cup and National School competitions. All 

looking to make a great first round start in September! After 

a successful start to the NBA league last year we now have 

two U13 basketball teams in this year’s NBA competition 

hoping for success. Our girl’s netball teams are looking 

forward to a positive year as the Rushcliffe competitions get 

under way.  

The Redhill Trust Winter Games are fast approaching. Early 

in October KS4 teams from SNA will travel to Hall Park 

Academy to represent the school in netball, 5aside football, 

table tennis and badminton. In November we will travel with 

our KS3 pupils to Park Vale Academy to represent SNA at 

netball, badminton, tag rugby and 5aside football. We are 

hoping for a clean sweep of wins across all of the sports. 
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Student Leadership Roles  

We are very excited about our student leadership roles at 

South Nottinghamshire Academy which provide a chance for all 

year groups to support each other and have a student voice. 

We have recently completed interviews for the Head Boys and 

Head Girl positions whose role is to continue to be an excellent 

role model for other students as well as lead the Whole School 

Council, feeding back actions to the Senior Leadership Team. 

We are leading a democratic process to ensure we have the 

correct student to represent house in Key Stage three and Four 

and discuss house issues as well as key themes such as “feeling 

safe” . Two representatives from each house will attend the 

whole school council. 

We also have opportunities for other year groups such as 

House Captains, Charity and Sports Captains and Performing 

Arts Ambassadors. All will have a key role in developing and 

running initiatives and supporting and encouraging others. We 

are also very proud of our Year 12 and Year 10 Reading Leaders 

who are supporting students by listening to students read 

across the Academy and the Eco Committee who are helping 

develop eco initiatives within school. 

Stand up to Hate Crime 

A small group of Year 9 students from SNA took the opportunity to 

represent our school as part of a Home Office project sharing the 

important message to stand up against Hate Crime. In July 

students participated in workshops run by Educators from the 

National Holocaust Centre and recently returned there for a day to 

work with students from schools across the region. On the day, 

students took part in activities that highlighted the importance of 

celebrating individuality and respecting differences. Students 

heard first-hand how choice of language can escalate in to actions 

of hate and violence with the shocking case of Sophie Lancaster, a 

young woman attacked due to her lifestyle choices. In the morning  

session students worked creatively to produce a short video clip 

which captured their responses and the key messages from the 

day so that these messages can be shared with the entire school 

community. Will Whittaker and Lydia Radford were Ambassadors 

for SNA, reading and signing the pledge on behalf of our entire 

school community to work together. 



Dates for your Diary 

2019 

21st October  October Half Term 

4th November Return from October Half term 

11th November Year 7 Theme Week 

13th November Year 13 Parents Evening 

25th November Science Live Trip (A-Level students) 

16th December OAP Party 

23rd December Christmas Holidays 
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Drama Production 

‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ 

Rehearsals are well underway for the              

deliciously dazzling ‘Charlie and the Chocolate 

Factory’. Over 60 members of the SNA Youth 

Theatre are busy setting scenes, learning lines 

and bringing Roald Dahl’s cleverly written     

characters to life!  When Willy Wonka decides 

to let five children into his chocolate factory, 

he decides to release five golden tickets in 

five separate chocolate bars, causing         

complete mayhem. The tickets start to be 

found, with the fifth going to a very special 

boy, called Charlie Bucket. With his Grandpa, 

Charlie joins the rest of the children to         

experience the most interesting and bizarre 

factory ever. But not everything goes to 

plan… Watch out for details on how to get 

YOUR golden ticket in the next newsletter! 


