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 Is it really nearly time for the summer holidays? It feels appropriate to start this newsletter with a huge thank you to SNA 

staff and our wider community. This year has without doubt been the toughest year that anyone in education will have 

faced and I am so proud and thankful for how our team has responded and the commitment they have shown. Like most 

schools, we are crawling to the end of term with more and more staff and students having to self isolate. From Monday 

19th July, schools are no longer required to conduct contact tracing - instead, NHS Test and Trace will continue this work.   

In this newsletter, you can find out more about some of the exciting things that have 

taken place this term. Despite the challenges, our wider enrichment activities have  

continued to take place with lots of students actively involved in Duke of Edinburgh  

expeditions, careers and employability days and even managing to gain Eco-Schools 

Green Flag status.  In the final weeks of term, SNA staff will be visiting families to     

present students with awards that they would normally receive as part of our annual 

Excellence Evenings.   

Following consultation, when we return on Thursday 2nd September, we will adopt the new timings for the school day. This 

will see SNA reverting to a 8:25am start time and finishing at 15:00pm. We are also required to reinstate an on-site     

Asymptomatic Testing Site with students being offered two tests 3-5 days apart.   

In terms of site development, we continue to invest to ensure first class fit for purpose facilities that also keep students safe 

and secure. Over the summer, we are having electronic gates fitted at the entrance to the school site at the end of Glebe 

Lane. It will mean that no-one can enter the school site without contacting reception through the intercom system. If       

parents are dropping off or collecting their children by car, can we please ask that parents do not attempt to access the 

school site (as a bottle neck will be created). For our students with a disability 

or for those who are particularly vulnerable, we will be contacting parents to 

allow you access to the school site.  

In readiness for September 2022, we have gained £2 million funding through 

Nottinghamshire County Council and Section 106 to extend the school    

building. This will see a teaching block added (as shown left) and allow us to 

continue to admit 150 students into each year group. We are also investing 

£200,000 for two new classrooms which will be situated next to the school 

bungalow development.  

Finally, can I thank you for your ongoing support of our great school and I 

hope that together, we can move beyond COVID-19 and reach even greater 

heights next year.                                                       Mr D Philpotts @Head_SNA  
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Spor ts News  

It has been an unusual year for the PE dept with a halt called on                
competitions and sport. However, we have seen some tremendous           
participation during our Inter-House competitions for each year group. Over 
100 students turned out to represent their house in some extremely hot 
conditions. In Year 7, Aquitaine took home the overall title for the rounders, 
with Maine Lions taking home the individual team winners prize. Again, in 
Years 8 & 9 Aquitaine took home both overall winners prizes for the      
rounders competition. This meant the overall rounders competition table 
finished with Aquitaine on top, totalling 58 rounders. Maine in second place 
with 39 total rounders scored and Rollo in third place with 27 total       
rounders.  

Our second house competition was the Basket competition, which again had 
a great turnout during lunchtimes. Maine took home the first-place prize for 
Year 7 & 8 with Aquitaine taking home the Year 9 prize, with a score that 
was three times bigger than second-place Rollo. This total basket count 
meant that the overall house winners for the basket competition were Aquitaine with 58 baskets scored in 
total. Maine finished in second place with 39 baskets and Rollo in third with 27.  We look forward to        
welcoming competitions back from September 2021  

 

 

It wasn’t possible for students to sing together in the run up to 

Christmas but that didn’t stop our students who recorded         

themselves singing ‘Merry Christmas Everybody’ to take part in the 

Drama Department SNA Christmas Single. Each recording was       

edited together to create an amazing sound that brought a little 

Christmas cheer to students, staff and the school community. 

The Drama Department are thrilled to announce that our next 

whole school production will be ‘Roald Dahl’s Matilda The Musical 

JR.’ Based on the beloved book “Matilda” by Roald Dahl this       

spectacular school edition of the multi award-winning musical 

tells the story of an extraordinary girl who, armed with a vivid 

imagination and a sharp mind, dares to take a stand and 

change her own destiny. 

The cast have been busy learning the biggest number of the 

show ‘Revolting Children’ and have been having lots of fun 

bringing Roald Dahl’s famous characters to life.  

‘Matilda The Musical JR.’ will be performed in the SNA       

Theatre from Tuesday 8th to Thursday10th February 2022.  

Tickets will be on sale next year so watch this space! 

Drama Production  
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Undeterred by the disrupted school year, the SNA Eco-committee formed 

from Year 9 pupils has been hard at work. In conjunction with the national 

Eco-Schools programme the pupils have undertaken a series of projects 

linked to their chosen environmental priorities; waste management,           

biodiversity and global citizenship. The committee have introduced writing 

equipment recycling boxes at the Academy, planted a wildflower meadow on 

the front lawn and made a successful application to the Woodland Trust’s 

‘Free Trees for Schools’ programme. The Eco-Committee’s achievements in 

raising the profile of environmental issues at the school have now been     

recognised by the Eco-Schools Green flag award an international                 

accreditation, awarded in partnership with Keep Britain Tidy.  

 

SNA also had three teams enter the Midlands Maker          

Challenge run by Derby Museums. The 6-week inter-school 

competition asked teams to design and build a prototype of 

an engineering solution to a global environmental challenge. 

We had excellent entries from Billy Morrol, Tyler Tomlinson 

and Julian Bacon tackling environmental degradation and    

renewable energy production. A huge congratulations to Paige 

Poulson and Sienna Seaton who won a special prize for    

showing resilience and determination when creating their   

water litter collector inspired by whale baleen plates. They will be sharing a £120 voucher for some       

excellent design and craft prizes from the museum.  

All subjects delivered short activities throughout the week that contained a 

'diversity' theme. Some subjects focussed on role models within the LGBT  

community while other subjects looked at barriers within their subject that 

effect the LGBT community and how they can be resolved.  

 

                  

In September we hope to relaunch our SNA Plus extra curricular menu to all       

students. We expect all students to attend at least one extra curricular club to   

ensure they can gain this pledge. Please look out for the information about the   

extra curricular clubs. There will be lots to choose from! 

Eco-Committee  

Diversity Week  

SNA Plus - Extra Curricular  
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SNA Stars 

We have been delighted to have continued our 'SNA Stars' provision this year. This is when senior staff drop into 
lessons on a regular basis and identify students who deserve recognition for their efforts. This might be for an 
outstanding piece of work during the lesson, or consistently performing to a high standard throughout their    
lessons. As well as receiving the public recognition of receiving an SNA Star, parents receive a message during 
the same day, each student receives a house point and the student is also put into a monthly prize draw to re-
ceive a gift voucher.  

In total, we have awarded approximately 600 SNA Stars for this year so far, congratulations to all students who 
have received a star. We look forward to celebrating many more success stories next year!  (Images below - SNA 
Star winners May-Francesca Walker McGrath, Joe Arnold, June-Hector Duncan and Mia Sobo) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been working with our feeder schools to ensure that we have an effective transition from Year 6 to 
Year 7 during the Summer term despite the COVID-19     
Government restrictions. On 8th July we held a successful 
bubbled  Transition morning and we have additional visits 
for other students. These visits have been a real opportunity 
for Year 6 students to visit the school and become familiar 
with their new surroundings before the Summer break. We 
are very excited to work with the new Year 7 students and    
parents and we will continue with our transition                
programme, welcoming Year 5 and Year 6 for visits in the 
academic year 2021-2.   

 

 

Transition  
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Advocate–School Magazine 

The school magazine will be relaunching in September 2021 after 

it was first introduced by SNA Sixth Form in 2019. The Sixth Form 

Media Team will be leading this and working alongside the      

English department and pupils in all year groups to create the 

next issue. We can't wait for you to see it!  

Geography club launched successfully this term for our Year 9 students 

with a focus on GIS (Geographical Information Systems). They did a 

tree survey of the species that we have at SNA. We used tree           

identification charts and maps to gather first person evidence of the 

species. This was then imported into ArcGIS online, to create some  

interactive maps that show the species and where they are on a map 

of the SNA site.  

It has been a joy to welcome more students into the music department at 

lunch time and after school as we have cautiously reintroduced some of 

our extra curricular activities over the last term. Year 7 Mixed Ensemble 

and Year 7 Samba have made impressive progress and it has been great to 

see the benefits of small groups of Year 8 students being able to sing again 

in a safe environment. We are particularly proud of our Year 7 cohort; all 

33 students who have instrumental or vocal lessons have established 

themselves well in the department. 

Continuing with the success of Year 7, each class is working hard to create 

a cover version of a popular song. This is enabling them to develop          

essential musical skills and understanding as well as important skills 

such as team work, collaboration and creativity which will support 

them across the curriculum. Recordings of the cover songs will feature 

alongside other audio recordings from a range of year groups and    

instruments in our Virtual Summer Concert which will appear on the 

South Nottinghamshire Academy YouTube channel soon. 

The music department will be showcased at the Upbeat Festival of   

Culture, Learning and Wellbeing on 22nd July 2021. The festival is     

taking place on an interactive digital park which has been created by 

one of our ex-students, Joel Hall. This is a fantastic opportunity to 

showcase our students’ performances in the wider community this 

summer while we are not able to perform in our usual summer community 

events. 

Geography Club 

Music Depar tment  
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Library News 
Book Blog 

We are really excited to share that we have recently launched a whole 

school book blog!  

This is a virtual space where SNA students and staff can share book                  

recommendations. Particularly in light of such a turbulent year, we wanted 

to create something online that students can access remotely. They can 

browse the page to discover some exciting titles that may help them with 

their book choices, with personalised book reviews written by people 

they know; their classmates and teachers. The blog is on the school   

website and students can access it via the Student Login Page.  

We’d love it if all students in Years 7 and 8 could get into the habit of  

submitting a book review after completing their AR book quizzes to make 

this page really full of fantastic reviews. It’s worth noting that, helpfully, 

book reviews can also be used as part of their SNA Reading Pledge as 

they provide evidence of them having read and then reviewed a book. 

We have a strong culture of reading at our school and we hope this can 

drive this ethos even further in the future. 

 
World Book Day Celebrations! 
 
On Thursday 4th March, SNA staff and students celebrated World Book 
Day by reading Roald Dahl's short story 'The Landlady' throughout the 
day. In each lesson, students read the next extract of the gothic text, only 
to have the shocking ending revealed during period 5! Staff also dressed 
up as their favourite book characters to celebrate (and entertain) over live 
lessons. World Book Day vouchers have been distributed to all students 
which can be exchanged for books on their return to the Academy. What 
a great way to celebrate our love of reading! 
 
Redhill Book Award Team 
 
6 very talented readers from Year 8 have been participating in the Redhill 
Trust Book Awards since October. They have all read 6 different books by 
various authors and have voted for their favourite in a variety of different 
categories. Their votes were then combined with those from the rest of 
the Trust schools to find a winner! Students have received video          
messages from the winning authors and illustrators, thanking them for 
their amazing contributions.  
 

The students have demonstrated excellent commitment to the Academy 
and Trust and are fabulous readers! Well done!  
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Careers News 

Careers Education is seen as a fundamental part of preparing students 
for their future.  The Careers programme at SNA is fully inclusive of all 
students and is constantly monitored and evaluated to meet the needs 
of all learners. You can find some useful careers learning resources and 
information on our ‘new look’ careers webpage, which we have 
been enhancing this year. This now includes a Virtual                           
Careers Hub, offering many careers research links, tools and things to 
watch and learn for both parents and students. We continue to engage 
with our ex-students and you can hear from them by linking into 
the ALUMNI YouTube Channel or reading some of their written 
case studies.  We continue to share these with students, to help raise 
aspirations.  
 
The Gatsby Benchmarks 
The 8 Benchmarks provide a framework around which schools can    
develop and improve their careers programme.  The benchmarks have 
been proven to raise aspirations and make students as work ready as 
they can possibly be.  Despite the pandemic, we are confident that we 
have made excellent progress with achieving all the benchmarks.  Every 
young person has a unique set of talents and capabilities and our   
comprehensive programme will help our students to push their  
boundaries and reach the destination / career of their choice.    
 

KS4 & KS5 CAREERS LEARNING / PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE  
There is optimism as we emerge from the pandemic and we are        
delighted to have been able to invite external providers back into 
school this term. We offered an ambitious programme of careers  
learning and planning for the future to our Year 11 leavers before they 
finished in June. Students took part in a range of interactive and        
informative careers focused workshops to help them with their onward 
journey and continued careers management. 
Years 10 and 12 have engaged positively in our jampacked Careers 
Week which has offered inspiring employer insights, CV and               
interviewing, money wise advice, a strong emphasis on values and   
employability skills linked to the Skills Builder, post 16 and 18 pathways 
and live virtual link ups with The Literacy Trust, NHS, Capital One Asso-
ciates, PwC and an alumni student working in the food industry. We 
are very fortunate to have extended our links even wider to work with 
even more universities and educational charities such as The Talent 
Foundry, NCS and Ignite Futures who provided science opportunities to 
Year 9 during lockdown, with the Festival of Science. The Desert Rats        
continued their support when they visited a classroom of Year 8 Maths 
students and offered a careers insight as well as showcasing how 
Maths is used in the Armed Forces.   



Dates for your Diary 

2021 

2nd September Students return from Summer Holidays 

23rd September Inset Day 

29th September Hagg Farm Trip 

4th October  Year 7 Welcome Evening 

12th October  Sixth Form Open Evening  

15th October October Half Term 

1st November Students Return from Half Term 

SNA News le t te r  2018  
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The DofE season 2021-22 saw 89 students successfully complete 
their expedition section. Bronze students in Year 9 navigated 
through the sunny fields of the Vale of Belvoir, taking in the  
beautiful Grantham canal and Belvoir Castle. 
  
Bronze students in Year 10 and a group who graded up to silver 
had to wait an extra year to complete their bronze award but 
were rewarded by exploring the home of Robin Hood and       
navigating acres of mystical woodland. 
 
Silver students in both Year 10 and 11 completed the extra      
challenge of the Peaks, trawling up steep hills, rock hopping and 
dipping their toes in the rivers. 
 
We are all extremely proud of all the students who have           
completed their expeditions this year and staff had a great time 
watching them develop their navigational, campcraft and      
teamwork skills. They now need to complete the three sections 
(volunteering, skills and physical) to gain their full award. Parents 
of students gaining their award in 2021 will be invited to a 
presentation evening in the Autumn term. 
  
Current Years 8 and 9, please watch this space for the new 
Bronze and Silver cohorts starting in September 2021. More    
information to follow in the new term. 
  
Please follow Twitter @DofeSna 
See www.dofe.org.uk for more information 

Duke of  Edinburgh Award  

http://www.dofe.org.uk/

