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In our first newsletter of the new academic year, it gives me great pleasure to be able to update 

you on the fantastic GCSE and A Level results that our students achieved during the summer 

months. English and Maths performed particularly well and you can read more detail about     

individual student and subject success later in this newsletter.  

At GCSE, one of the key performance measures is Progress 8 which looks at student's progress 

between Key Stage 2 (Y6) and Key Stage 4 (Y11) across eight key subjects. It shows whether     

students have performed to expectation, based on their Year 6 performance. SNA’s Progress 8 

score this year is extremely positive and means that our students do a quarter of a grade 

better, in all of their subjects, than comparable students at other schools nationally. Robert 

Fish, who has now joined Year 12, secured all grade 9’s and 1 A* which puts him in the top 0.2% 

of students nationally. At A Level, success stories include Jack Smith who achieved A*s in Maths, Physics and Chemistry 

and is now pursuing a degree in Aerospace Engineering at Birmingham University and Freya Giles who secured the best 

grades in History, German and Maths to secure her place at Oxford University to study History.   

In times where many schools are cutting back on the breadth of their curriculum, we are adding to our provision with           

enhanced opportunities in Computing, Design and Technology, Drama and Religious Education. Alongside our growth in       

student numbers, in September 2018, we were delighted to welcome the following  staff who have  added further     

quality to our teaching provision: Mr Leaman, Miss Patrick and Mrs Wilson (Maths), Miss Cresswell (Art), Mrs Hill and 

Miss Wood (Science), Miss Jones (MFL), Mr Beeken and Miss Ferns 

(Geography), Mr Dyer (PE) and Mrs Rogers (English). In addition, to ensure we 

continue to cater for individual student needs, we have also increased our 

number of Teaching Assistants: Miss Jerem, Mrs Randall, Mrs French and Mrs 

Agutter.  

And finally, in terms of a few updates and reminders: 

 The new school year has seen increased student numbers and we continue 

to liaise with Highways and NCC about the issues around the Glebe Lane / 

Cropwell Road junction. To try and make drop off and pick up times safer 

for walkers and users of bikes, cars or school buses; please ensure you    

follow the Highway Code.  

 The £1.2 million refurbishment of the sportshall (see right) is taking shape 

and is 6-7 weeks away from completion. We’ll be planning some form of 

open evening so that our community can see what has been achieved.  

 And finally, there have been some changes to INSET dates so please refer 

to the ‘Dates for the Diary’ section on the back page. 

As always, thank you for your continued support of our great school.   

Mr D Philpotts              @Head_SNA  

Don’t forget that for those parents who would like their child(ren) to attend SNA in September 2019 as a Year 7    

student, the application window is currently open and will close on 31st October 2018. 

www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/education/school-admissions/apply-for-a-school-place 



In a year where GCSE exams have been harder and more challenging, SNA students have once again 
scored some spectacular results. Overall, the Academy has achieved its best ever results with subjects 
and individual students reaping the reward for their commitment and resilience.  
 
GCSE headline figures include: 
 

 Positive Progress 8 score 

 92% of students secured a grade 4 or above (C grade) in English 

 89% of students secured a grade 4 or above (C grade) in Maths 
 

Most able students thrived, particularly in English where nationally in 2017, 2-3% achieved the very 
highest grade 9s whereas at SNA this year, 10% achieved grade 9s.  
 
Individual subject areas continue to thrive and many were able to sustain and improve on  previous 
high standards. 
 
Subjects that secured the highest percentage of 9-4 grades (or equivalent) are as follows: 
 

 Biology  100%  ICT    100% 

 German  100%  Physical Education         100% 

 Chemistry                        92%  Physics                              92% 

 English Lang/Lit 92%  Maths                              89% 

 Spanish  89%  Science (Double)             86% 

 French  84% 
 
Also, BTEC subjects (PE / Health and Social / Dance) all secured 100% 9-4 grades. For the majority of 
our GCSE students, the transition to SNA Sixth Form has already taken place and they have made an 
incredibly positive start to sixth form life.  
 
It wasn’t only our GCSE results that were a success this year, as our sixth form students  have also been 
celebrating their success after receiving their A Level results. 
 
A student which flourished in his examinations was Jack Smith (pictured left) who gained incredible 
results with A*s in Maths, Chemistry and Physics and is now going to Birmingham  University to study 
Aerospace Engineering.  Also, Freya Giles secured the highest grades in History, German and Maths 
and has secured a place at Oxford University to study History.  
 
Overall, 85% of students gained A*-C grades and 56% gained A*-B grades. Over half of all   students in 
individual subjects secured the top A*-B grades: Maths, English Language &  Literature, Physics,   
Chemistry, History, German and Art.  
 
Individual subjects saw continued success with A*-C results: 
 

 English language 100% 

 English Literature 100% 

 History  100% 

 German  100% 

 Media  100% 

 Art   100% 

 Chemistry  83% 

 Sociology  80% 

GCSE Results and A level results  

Robert Fish pictured 

above achieved 7 grade 

9’s and 1 A* 

“Exam reforms this 

year have created a 

year of uncertainty, 

but the response from 

our students and staff 

has been amazing” 

Dan Philpotts 
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Careers oppor tunities  

It can be difficult for a young 

person to realise what they are 

good at, or indeed, what they 

would like to do in the  future 

and Mrs Caunt is very proud of 

the fantastic feedback from all 

the employers who  supported 

our programme this year.     

Students were equally as      

positive and they can use this 

valuable opportunity to create a 

CV which really stands out. 

Equally this week, a small group 

of Year 8 girls visited Lincoln 

University for an afternoon of 

activities and a live show by 

well-known scientist and BBC 

presenter, Fran Scott. The             

curriculum-linked opportunity      

explored ground breaking              

contributions to science,               

technology, and engineering, taking 

the audience into the world of STEM, 

which captivating live experiments.  

The girls were given the opportunity 

to ask questions to a panel of female 

role models from Siemens and learn 

about their career journey in        

Engineering and Technology jobs.  

   

Students from Years 10 and 12 

took part in a week of work  

experience towards the end of 

the summer term and it was 

pleasing to hear about the   

amazing projects that our    

learners were undertaking. It is 

vital that we ensure our        

students are equipped with the 

skills  required to help with   

transition into their  preferred 

pathway. Work experience is a 

fantastic opportunity for       

students to unlock their        

potential and gain important         

transferable skills that will be 

attractive to future employers.  

Student leadership  

Drama Production 
After the resounding success of last year’s 

whole school production of ‘Bugsy Malone’ 

SNA will be producing the comedy smash hit 

musical ‘ME AND MY GIRL’. Bill Snibson, a 

Lambeth costermonger, is revealed to be 

the new Earl of Hareford and his              

newly-discovered aristocratic relations are        

horrified! The cast have been busy in       

rehearsal learning the song and dance     

routines and are really enjoying bringing 

their characters to life! ‘Me and My Girl’ 

runs from Tuesday 12th- Thursday 14th 

February 2019 in the SNA theatre.   

Tickets will be available soon via       

Wisepay. 

   

Will Quilter (Year 11) during his 

work placement visit at William 

Davis Civil Engineering       

company  

Last years production of Bugsy Malone, 

which was a sell out success 
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We have so many role model students at SNA and we are    

fortunate that many of them apply for student leadership    

positions. After an application process, we have just recruited 

our new cohort of Year 11 prefects - these are our students 

that always live and breathe the SNA Way and who we know 

will make a positive difference in their role.  

We have many more student leadership positions still to fill 

and we will soon be recruiting for the prestigious roles of Head 

Boy and Head Girl.  These will be occupied by two of our sixth 

form students and their names will be added to the hall of 

fame at the front of our school.  

In the coming weeks, there will be many more opportunities 

for all students to have their voices heard including the Year 

and School Councils, House Captains, Sports Captains and    

Junior Librarians.  

We believe that the art of building relationships within teams, 

defining identities and achieving tasks effectively are           

important life skills whilst students also develop their         

communication and interpersonal skills. 
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Dates for your Diary 

2018 

27th September INSET DAY 

Year 5 & 6 Open evening 

1st October Year 8 Hagg Farm 

16th October Sixth Form Open Evening  7-8.30 p.m. 

29th October October Half Term Week 

6th November Year 13 Parents’ Evening 

4th December Year 11 Mock interview day 

21st December Last Day of Term 

Spor t Success 

We have had some real sporting 

success last year at South 

Nottinghamshire Academy this 

year . Congratulations to Liam 

Thompson (Pictured  right) who 

signed a 2 year contract with 

Derby County. Liam will be   

playing in the youth academy 

and hopefully working his way 

up into the first team as the 

years progress. Everyone at SNA  

wishes him the best of luck. 

Equally we are very proud of Poppy 

Malik (Year 10) who came 2nd in her  

final of the English athletics              

competition, running the 4th fastest 

time ever and beating her personal  

best by 1 second.  Finally a big          

congratulations to our year 8 boys  

football team, who got to the quarter 

final of the National Cup. Hopefully they 

will use this momentum to win the cup 

this year Liam Thompson pictured with Frank    

Lampard at Derby County Football Club 

 

 

Barcelona Trip 2018 

Year 9 & 10 students enjoying the sun in 

Barcelona  

At the end of last term Mrs Mee, Mrs 

Walker and Mr Baxter took a group of 

32 year 9 and 10 pupils to Barcelona 

on a Spanish trip. We visited the     

famous sights of Barcelona city such  

as the monumental Sagrada Familia    

cathedral, the most famous street in 

Europe (La Rambla) and we took a trip 

to Monserrat monastery up in the 

mountains (via cable car!). The pupils 

had the opportunity to sample the 

local food at la Boquería market, such 

as chorizo, local seafood and different 

types of tapas. We also spent a day at 

Port Aventura theme park. The pupils 

conducted themselves brilliantly and   

represented the school in a very positive 

way, practising their Spanish at every 

opportunity. Almost everyone (including 

staff!) got involved in Spanish-style line 

dancing with the other residents at the 

hotel!  

2019 

15th January Year 11 Parents’ evening 

28th January History Paris Trip 

8th February Year 12 Parents’ evening 
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