
 

 
 
 

11th December 2020 

 
Dear Parent 
 
Students in Year 9 have been shown a presentation where they found out about The Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award programme that SNA will be offering this year.  
 
The DofE is a great chance for your child to broaden their horizons, discover new interests and 
talents, have fun with friends and develop essential skills for their future. The DofE is non-
competitive and open to all young people.   
 
At SNA we currently offer the Bronze, Silver and Gold qualifications to our students. The level 
offered will depend on their age and previous awards already gained. In Year 9 students are at the 
start of their journey and can complete the Bronze award as outlines below, moving onto Silver in 
Year 10.  
 

 Level Skills Physical Volunteering Expedition 

Year 9 Bronze 
3 months 3 months 3 months 

2 days / 1 night 
An additional 3 months in 1 section 

 
As we are currently unable to meet parents in person, this video will provide lots of useful 
information about the DofE programme. it would be helpful to watch this with your child so you can 
support them though their DofE journey.  

1. Start your Bronze DofE - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y7kY2w4A7_s&t=11s)  
2. Loom video - https://www.loom.com/share/48f554bcfd2846069541c96f7dfd8320 

 
To achieve the Bronze award, participants must complete four sections: skills, volunteering, 
physical and their expedition. Due to the current COVID-19 restrictions we are initially focusing on 
the DofE Certificate of Achievement which is three sections: skills, volunteering, physical.  
 
We will provide guidance and support throughout the programme; students can either continue an 
activity they already do or discover something completely new; they can do this whilst social 
distancing and from home. For ideas of activities that can be completed at home please visit the 
#DofEwithaDifference webpage; www.dofe.org/dofewithadifference/activities. Please be mindful 
that SNA cannot take responsibility for your child outside of school, therefore please be aware of 
what activities your child is completing for their DofE and ensure their safety and wellbeing during 
these activities.   
 
We have provisionally calendared the expedition dates for next year in the hope that these can go 
ahead. Please make a note of these dates and we will provide you with more information once we 
know more. Wednesday 5th, Thursday 6th and Friday 7th May 2021.   
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y7kY2w4A7_s&t=11s
https://www.loom.com/share/48f554bcfd2846069541c96f7dfd8320
http://www.dofe.org/dofewithadifference/activities


 

 

 
Additionally, I would like to draw to your attention that the Trust has recently committed to fully 
funding any student to complete their Gold award when in Sixth Form, provided they have 
completed their Bronze and Silver award. This is a considerable amount of funding and proves 
how valuable SNA and The Redhill Academy Trust deem the award.      
 
 “The Duke of Edinburgh’s award has many benefits, it opens up many new experiences, discover 
talents you never thought you had, challenge yourself and meet loads of people just like you. Plus, 
you’ll do things you love and enjoy” DofE  
 

• Achieving an Award will give you skills, confidence and a view on life that everyone is 
looking for, from employers to colleges and universities.  

 

• You are getting recognised for doing things you want to do (and may even be doing 
already). 

 

• You will make a difference to other people’s lives and your community, be fitter and 
healthier, make new friends and have memories to last you a lifetime. 

 
Signing up 
The total cost of completing the Bronze DofE with SNA is £95 (this includes DofE enrolment, 
contribution to the school licence fee, school support and expedition training, use of expedition 
equipment tents, trangias and fuel (including maintenance and upgrades), supervision throughout 
expeditions, payment for expedition assessors, payment for campsites, insurance and their 
certificate and badge on completion).  
 
Initially we are requesting a non-refundable first installment of £50 via WisePay by Friday 8th 
January to secure your child’s place on the award and activate their eDofE account. On payment I 
will provide your child with an enrolment booklet and they can start their award straight away. The 
second installment of £45 will be requested once expedition has been confirmed.  
 
If you have any issues with the payment deadlines or financial concerns in general, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. We want to enable anyone who wants to complete the award to do so. 
 
If you require any more information please visit the official DofE website www.dofe.org, the DofE 
section of the school website (http://www.southnottinghamshireacademy.org.uk/duke-of-edinburgh) 
or email Mrs Hawksworth (DofE Manager) on dofe@snacademy.org.uk. 
 
Yours faithfully,  
 

  
Mrs E Hawksworth 
Head of Maine House and DofE Manager 
South Nottinghamshire Academy  
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