
‘Pushing our boundaries to achieve more’ 

December 2019 

With Christmas rapidly approaching, SNA students continue to consider those individuals who are 

less fortunate than themselves. Students are donating Christmas gift bags and/or shoeboxes to: 

 ‘Tara's Angels’ who help victims of domestic violence 

 ‘Framework’ who support homeless people  

 ‘Nottingham Central Women’s Aid’ who support women / children fleeing domestic abuse.  

These charities were all democratically selected by our students and charity ambassadors. We have a vast range of student 

leadership opportunities within SNA and this is a vital component of our offer. As well as a Head Boy/Girl, Sixth Form House 

Captains and Year 11 Prefects, we have a number of other leadership roles which we’ll highlight in our next edition.  

On Friday 13th December 2018, we supported the ‘Save the Children’ annual Christmas jumper day. For a £1 donation,   

students and staff were encouraged to wear Christmas jumpers as part of their school uniform. After the festive period, we 

will again monitor uniform and jewellery to ensure students continue to look their best.     

• Also, for your information, the Academy will close for the Christmas period at 12.05 p.m. on Friday 20th December 

2019. School buses will collect at this earlier time and drop students at their normal bus stops. If your child is entitled 

to Free School Meals, please contact us and a cold packed lunch will be provided which can be collected at morning 

break. If this is required, please let School Services know by Wednesday 18th December.   

• We re-open after the Christmas holiday on Monday 6th January 2020 at 8.25 a.m.   

• We’re hoping that previous years weather was unique but in the event of any enforced school closure, parents will 

receive a text message via Wisepay. In addition, it will feature on BBC Radio Nottingham; the SNA website; and on 

twitter @Head_SNA.   

At Christmas, we will also be saying farewell to Mrs Leigh who has been teaching at SNA since September 2018 and we wish 

her all the very best for the future. In January, we will welcome Mr Hiscox who will be joining the Maths department.  

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your family a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. And 

as always, thank you for your continued support of our great school.                                                Mr D Philpotts @Head_SNA   

First choice secondary school? South Nottinghamshire Academy continues to go from strength to strength and our         

reputation continues to rise.  In this regard, we have received our student numbers for enrolment into Year 7 in 2020. Our 

current Published Admission Number (PAN) is 120 students and the amount of parents who have selected SNA as their first 

choice preference is a 45% increase on this number. Overall, we received over 365 applications. As a school, we remain 

committed to ensuring students from our catchment secure a place at SNA. 



SNA Newsletter 2019 

SNA’S Theme Weeks  

Year 9 Theme Week - Healthy Lifestyles 

The theme for year 9 was ‘Healthy Lifestyles’ and the week was 
carefully designed to support our PSHE and sex education 
programme in school. The week covered many of the recently 
released requirements for relationships education, relationships 
and sex education (RSE) and health education - which is now a 
statutory part of the curriculum. Each day of the week had a 
different focus under the theme of ‘healthy lifestyles’. We 
welcomed external providers from local organisations including 
the NHS and Notts Police into school who worked alongside our 
staff to deliver a fun, insightful and informative week.  

Overview of the Week 

Healthy Minds 

Students took part in activities to support their mental health and 
wellbeing. The day included five workshops on the themes of 
stress and anxiety, body image, the impact of sleep and sleep 
deprivation on mental health, cyber bullying and an opportunity 
to learn a range of techniques to support relaxation. 

Healthy Relationships 

Tuesday’s focus was healthy relationships. Students took part in a 
series of workshops throughout the day developing a greater 
understanding of what a healthy relationship looks like - what 
makes a good friend, a good colleague and a successful marriage 
or other type of committed relationship.  

Let’s talk about sex 

Staff from the Outreach Team at the Nottingham University 
Hospital’s Sexual Health Department provided high quality age 
appropriate workshops to students. They delivered sessions on 
the topics of consent and consequences, contraception, sexually 
transmitted infections, pregnancy and abortion and 
understanding more about how their bodies work.  

Healthy Bodies 

Thursday’s focus was about maintaining a healthy body and 
making positive lifestyle choices. Sessions delivered were on the 
dangers of smoking, alcohol and drugs (supported by Notts 
Police).  

Coping with Challenges 

The final day of the week included two performances. The first by 
local theatre company Pintsize who performed ‘Karen and Lee’, an 
age appropriate interactive drama workshop focusing on the fact 
that in the UK today, Also, we welcomed upcoming band, “The 
HARA", who discussed Mental Health, Online Safety & Cyber 
Bullying with our students. 
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SNA’S Theme Weeks  

Year 7 Theme Week—Being a Global Citizen 

The theme for year 7 was ‘Being a Global Citizen’ and included 
important PSHE and citizenship topics such as responsibility, law, 
internet safety and tolerance alongside international themes. There 
was a wide range of activities planned for the students on each of 
the days including a visit to the Galleries of Justice in Nottingham. 
We welcomed external providers from local organisations into school 
who worked alongside our staff to deliver a fun, insightful and 
informative week.  
Overview of the Week 

Being a Responsible Citizen – including Internet Safety 

The day included a series of interactive workshops to understand 
internet safety including the use of digital images online and 
cyberbullying. Being a responsible citizen also means learning to be a 
good friend and developing self-awareness to our own emotions.  

999 Day 

All students took part in a carousel of activities provided by our 
emergency services including Nottinghamshire Police, 
Nottinghamshire Fire & Rescue, Via Road Safety, Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution and St John Ambulance. These sessions were 
really fun and the year 7s got to meet members of our emergency 
services and understand why personal safety and responsibility is so 
important. 

Eco-Challenge 

On this day, year 7s completed a mini Environmental Survey of the 
school building; monitoring levels of litter and noise and plotting 
their findings on maps of the school. They learned the importance of 
looking after their local surroundings and being responsible. 

Visit to the Galleries of Justice, Nottingham 

All of year 7 students visited the Galleries of Justice in Nottingham 
where they took part in a series of interactive courtroom workshops 
including Justice2020 where students learned about the justice 
system in the UK and how it could be improved.  

International Day 

Each activity was based on the culture or traditions of another 
country including music, drama, dance, sport, art and much more. 
We welcomed students from University of Nottingham who taught 
the year 7s some Russian, the students also learned about and 
designed henna. Year 7s also  took part in the Dutch sport Korfball. In 
drama, they used masks to create the Italian style Commedia 
dell’Arte. In dance, they learned some Bollywood Dance moves and 
in music the class recreated the rhythms of a samba band.  
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Spor ts News  

Year 7 Boys (pictured right) 

The boys have had a successful start to the County Cup competition, convincingly 

beating Alderman White 6-2 in round 1 and then going on to win a close game against 

Hall Park 1-0 in round 2. They look forward to welcoming Carlton Le Willows for round 

3 before the Christmas break.  Unfortunately, they had a less convincing start in the 

South Notts competition narrowly losing to Arnold Hill 2-1. 

Year 8 Boys. 

The Year 8 boys made it through to round 2 of the County Cup but were knocked out 

of the competition by a very strong Ashfield School side. They are getting ready to 

play West Bridgford in round 3 of the South Notts competition having beaten a strong side from Christ the King. 

Year 9 Boys (pictured right) 

The boys are looking forward to a quarter final fixture against Redhill Academy after 

they convincingly beat Tuxford and The Samworth Church Academy in rounds 1 and 2. 

Good luck! After a hard-fought game in round 1 of the South Notts Competition the 

boys narrowly missed out on round 2 losing 4-3 to National school. 

Year 10 Boys 

The year 10 boys have made a great start to the season! Having beaten East Leake 6-1 

in the 2nd round of the County Cup they are looking forward to welcoming Arnold Hill 

in the 3rd round. In the South Notts competition they made another good start beating a strong Minster side 3-1. They 

are now hoping for a win in the home fixture against Magnus or East Leake as they progress through the stages. 

U13 Girls 

U13 girls made a convincing start to the County Cup, beating Magnus 3-0, but they were sadly knocked out of the             

competition by a strong side from National School in round 2. The team won the first round of the South Notts Cup, 

beating an East Leake team 8-1, but sadly lost 5-1 to George Spencer and were knocked out of the competition. 

U14 Girls 

After all of the poor weather the girls finally got off to a winning start in the County Cup beating National School at 

home 4-2. They are hoping to continue their success when they play away to East Leake Academy in round 2.  

Already into Round 2 of the South Notts competition the girls are hoping for a win against Toot Hill as they progress 

through the stages. 

U15 Girls (pictured right) 

The U15 girls are slowly making their way through each round of the County Cup.   

Having beaten Samworth Church Academy 2-0 they then went on to secure a place in 

the quarter finals beating Outwood Academy Valley 8-1. They look forward to         

welcoming West Bridgford for the quarter final fixture. Another successful start to the 

South Notts competition saw the girls play away at Newark. After some controversy 

with a goal awarded to the opposition from a potentially off-side player they went on 

to win 3-1.    
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Rugby 
The Year 8 Rugby team have had a huge amount of success this year and are currently unbeaten in the Central  
Venue League (CVL) after six games. In the second round of fixtures we beat; Arnold Hill 3-0 (scorers: Ryan Morling, 
Connor Hood and Harry Hanson), East Leake 5-1 (scorers: Ryan Morling x3, Aidan King x2) and drew against       
Rushcliffe School 2-2 after some late drama (scorers: Ryan Morling and Harry Hanson). They currently sit in second  
position and we look forward to chasing down that top spot position in the last two nights of fixtures. 
 
We would also like to thank Mr Monaghan for coming into school and running a club for the Year 8 team. We     

appreciate your support and the boys are clearly benefitting from your coaching sessions. 

Basketball 

The Year 8 Basketball team have once again started their Jr NBA       

season and are representing the Sacramento Kings. They are currently 

in third position after the first round of fixtures and face Priory Belvoir 

Academy and Carlton Le Willows Academy in the next round of         

fixtures. 

We would also like to thank Mr Fogg for his ongoing support with the 

extra-curricular Basketball at school. We know the students have really 

progressed under your coaching so thank you. 

Cross-Country 

Congratulations to the 41 pupils who represented the academy at the annual Rushcliffe Schools Cross-Country 

Championships. Year 7 boys finished in second place, year 7 girls finished in third place and year 8 & 9 boys and 

girls’ teams both finished in fourth place. Outstanding performances go to; Bibi Gordon, Hannah Easter, Jake Fitch, 

Nathan Philpotts, Tom Pearson, Alex Jones, Lauren Murden, Jenson Buttrick, Joe Whitehead and Jenson Ward who 

all finished in the top 12 places for their age groups. They go to represent Rushcliffe at the County Schools         

Championship at Berry Hill in February. Good Luck! 
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Library News 

Book Bingo 

As mentioned in the previous newsletter, the library kicked off the year with a 
competition called 'Book Bingo.' Students were invited to get an entry card from 
the library and pick a category from the grid of 16 boxes. They then chose, and 
read a book ,which fitted into that specific category. For example, they might 
have opted for 'a book that made you laugh' and chosen to read the latest book 
by David Walliams, Dav Pilkey or Pamela Butchart.  
If students read from a line of boxes, they won a small prize. If they got all 16 
boxes, they won a super duper big prize! The key aim of the  competition was to 
encourage students to read more widely by trying out new genres and authors 
that they may not have read before.  
 
I am pleased to say that Molly Hemming was the very first student to get a full 
house after only eight weeks, which means that she read an average of two 
books per week! She, as well as several other students who completed the  
competition, won a free book, certificate, and a mini chocolate! We are so 
proud of their reading achievement so a huge well done to all those students 
who chose to take part. 
  

The Redhill Academy Trust Book Awards 

We are pleased to announce that several schools across the Trust are launching 

our very first collaborative book award for this year! A selection of six fantastic 

books, which were all published this year by UK authors, have been shortlisted. 

The idea is that students from each school will read all six books, discuss them 

within regular reading groups in school and then finally vote for their favourite 

book. Eight lucky Year 8 students have been selected to take part; Kristian 

Clarke, Emily James, Katie Kirk, Madina Manan, Zoe Maxwell, Will Newell, Belle 

Peter and Joe Thomson. They will enter competitions, hopefully have              

interaction with our shortlisted authors and meet students from our other Trust 

academies through a final presentation in March.  

December Library Competition 

As the library transformed into a wonderful winter wonderland this December, 

we thought it would be a real treat to invite our students to take part in a fun 

competition. Students were asked to guess how many pages were in the below 

recycled Christmas tree! Don’t worry, our tree was made out of an old book that 

was no longer needed, which we have creatively re-used. There will be a small 

reward for all those who entered and whoever guesses the closest number will 

win the star prize. The winner will be announced in the last week of term! 
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Careers News 

MEET OUR NEXT GEN LEADERS!  

7 students from Year 12 are taking part in the Enactus Next Gen Leaders 

Programme, facilitated by the University of Nottingham Business School.   

This social enterprise project is empowering the next generation of       

socially responsible leaders, to utilise the power of enterprise to impact 

their local community, as well as helping them to become better citizens 

and more ambitious and employable leaders of the future.  Students    

enjoyed learning more about the project at the University Launch in     

October and throughout the last two months they developed their ideas, 

linked to mentors from the university and visited a local employer -      

Enterprise Car Rentals, Nottingham – for an employability challenge.  

The project is coordinated by Mrs Caunt – Careers – and the team are 

now growing their brand –titled SNAid.  They plan to roll out 3 projects, 

which will aim to tackle food poverty / waste.  The first phase will reach 

out to Emmanuel House homeless charity, providing 50 rucksacks of      

essential items and a few festive treats, helping to spread a Christmas 

cheer to a homeless person!  Mrs Caunt is pleased that the team are     

becoming more cohesive.  Their confidence is growing massively and they 

are very driven to rolling out the first phase before Christmas.   

MOCK INTERVIEWS FOR YEAR 11  

On 4 December, our Year 11 cohort took part in a mock interview      

morning. After creating their CVs, they each met with an employer for an 

interview.  Mrs Caunt was extremely proud of the students.  They looked 

at this task with a positive and mature approach and you could clearly see 

a huge sense of achievement afterwards.  Mock interviews are a great 

way to prepare students for the world of work.  Some students can feel 

anxious beforehand, but our volunteers made them relaxed, helping to 

increase confidence and allow students to reflect on strengths and        

interests which could link to potential career pathways.  We were very 

fortunate to be supported by 20 organisations – all of them providing 

amazing feedback about our young people and enjoying the opportunity 

to network during the event.   

INSPIRING OUR STUDENTS 

As part of the Careers Enterprise Company programme, we have been 

linked to a business enterprise coordinator - Andy Patel.  Andy will work 

with the Academy, to support our careers programmes.  He has a wealth 

of experience within recruitment and training, having worked at Mars for 

30 years, before becoming self-employed.  Andy has already shared his 

problem-solving expertise, at our Year 10 Careers week in the summer 

term.  He recently helped with our Year 7 International Day, providing a 

‘careers’ focus on a Pizza Business Challenge. 



Dates for your Diary 

2020 

6th January Return from Christmas Holidays 

16th January Year 11 Parents Evening 

4th February School Production 'Charlie and the Chocolate Factory'  

5th February Year 5 Transition Day 

11th February Year 12 Parents Evening 

14th February February Half Term 

27th February Year 8 Options Evening 

4th March Year 8 Parents Evening 
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Drama Production 

Get Your Golden Ticket Now! 

Students have been working extremely hard on 

next years performance, ensuring they are 

ready to pull off one of the most exciting and 

captivating productions that SNA have ever 

done. Tickets are now on sale for SNA’s biggest 

and most deliciously chocolatey show yet 

‘Charlie and the Golden Ticket’ our adaptation 

of Roald Dahl’s classic ‘Charlie and the        

Chocolate Factory. In February 2020 Willy   

Wonka will open the doors to his wonderfully 

wacky Chocolate Factory where everything is 

beyond ‘pure imagination’. Performances are 

on Tuesday 4th, Wednesday 5th and Thursday 6th 

February 2020 at 7.00pm in the SNA Theatre. 

Tickets are £5 adults and £4 Concessions.     

Tickets are available on Wisepay- once you 

have purchased your tickets you will be added 

to the ‘Golden Guest List’  rather than receive a 

paper ticket. Get your Golden Tickets now!   


