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Dear Pupil, 

 

This term marks a very important time in your school life. Up until now the 

subjects you have followed in school have been chosen for you. The Year 8 

Options process allows you to shape your own learning programme in Years 9, 

10 and 11 according to your interests and future education and career 

aspirations.  

 

A large part of your curriculum will be compulsory (you have to do it by law): 

English Language, English Literature, Mathematics, Combined Science and 

recreational PE are studied by all pupils, however, there is also an element of 

choice for you to think about other subjects you would like to take in Years 9 to 

11. The Options Evening and Options booklet are part of the process to help you 

make sensible and considered decisions.  

 

It is our aim at South Nottinghamshire Academy to provide the highest quality 

education and curriculum so you make the most progress and can achieve the 

best exam results possible. Throughout the options process, you will be guided 

by your House team, teachers and parents, these are the people that know you 

best and will be able to help advise you on suitable courses. It is important that 

you select courses that you will enjoy studying, work hard in and ultimately 

achieve excellent outcomes. 

 

Please think very carefully and talk to your parents, tutor or head of house 

before coming to any final decision. Remember, a broad and balanced range of 

subjects will enable you to be more flexible in your career or education path at 

16 and later.  

 

Your choice is important and you should make the most of the opportunities 

available to you to help you make your decision. 

 

 

 

Welcome	to	the	2018	Options	Evening 
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Key	stage	4	Curriculum	Overview  
All students will con�nue to study English, Mathema�cs, Science and have periods of Physical Educa-

�on (PE). Most students will get two GCSE grades for their English studies: one called simply ‘English’ 

and the other ‘English Literature’. All students will study a minimum of two GCSEs in Science 

(Combined Science) although some more– able scien�sts may opt to study a Triple Science—discrete 

GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics as part of their op�on choices, 

 

Most students will also have a Humani�es subject and a Language as part of their core curriculum. 

The remainder of their �metable will comprise of other subjects that they are able to choose      

themselves, allowing them to focus on par�cular strengths or areas of interest.  

 

Personal, Social, Health and Economic (PSHE) educa�on will be delivered in tutor �me and at other 

points throughout the year.  

 

Guided choices 
All pupils will be able to make up to four different op�ons choices; however, there will be par�cular 

selec�ons we have decided are more appropriate for each individual, based on prior a/ainment and 

current progress.  

 

For example, some pupils will need to choose one Humani�es subject (Geography or History) and one 

Language (French or German), along with two other choices. This par�cular combina�on of subjects - 

along with the core subjects of English, Maths and Science - have been established as the pres�ge 

pathway for pupils who are considering university as an op�on a2er their A-Levels (known as the    

English Baccalaureate).  

 

Other pupils will receive forms direc�ng them to make choices from par�cular subjects to be part of 

their core curriculum (Humani�es, Languages and Sciences). This is because we believe it is important 

for all pupils to con�nue with at least one of these academic subjects in Years 9 to 11.  

 

For various reasons, some pupils will be targeted with special op�ons where it is deemed more         

appropriate for them. These will already be marked on their form.  
 

Restric�ons on choices  
Every pupil has been given a personalised op�ons form which will contain specific instruc�ons regarding their 

choices.  

 

In addi�on:  

• Pupils should not choose both GCSE PE and BTEC Sport as both have similar content. 
• Pupils should not choose both Computer Science and the CiDA qualifica�on because they also relate to 

the same subject area.  
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PLEASE NOTE, ONLY OPTIONS CLASSES WITH VIABLE PUPIL 

NUMBERS WILL BE ABLE TO RUN. 

 

 

Vocational	Courses 

Each of the voca�onal courses offered in this booklet is the equivalent of a full GCSE.  

Features of voca�onal  courses vary but commonly: 

• Have a much higher weigh�ng on coursework than tradi�onal GCSE subjects (up to 75%) 

• Coursework is completed across the three years of study rather than at end, 

• There is less reliance on pupil performance in final exams in securing the final grade.  

• This type of course can be more suitable for pupils who may prefer project work and coursework 

to studying for exams. 

 

Please read the curriculum booklet and speak to staff on the op�ons evening to find out specific infor-

ma�on about our voca�onal courses. 

 Options	Subjects 
We are delighted to offer a wide range of op�ons subjects this academic year that cater for all learners 

and abili�es. A full range of academic and voca�onal qualifica�ons is listed below. 

‘EBACC’ ACADEMIC GCSES 

 

GCSE Geography 

GCSE History 

GCSE French 

GCSE German 

GCSE Spanish 

 
 

 

 

OTHER ACADEMIC GCSES 

 

GCSE Triple Science 

GCSE Art and Design 

GCSE Business Studies 

GCSE Computer Science 

GCSE Design Technology 

GCSE Drama 

GCSE Food and Nutri�on 

GCSE Media Studies 

GCSE Physical Educa�on 

VOCATIONAL COURSES 

 

CACHE Level 2 in Childcare 

Cambridge Na�onal in Enter-

prise and Marke�ng 

CIDA (ICT) 

RSL Level 2 in Music 

BTEC Level 2 in Sport 
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GCSE	Reforms 

New style GCSEs have recently been introduced in England and Wales. All GCSE subjects 

currently offered will be delivering these new specifica�ons. 

 

The main changes are outlined below: 

 

Exams and assessment 

• Most exams will be taken at the end of the three-year course rather than on            

comple�on of modules. 

• There will be fewer ‘bite-sized’ ques�ons and more essay-style ques�ons. 

• The content is  more challenging, with more substan�al texts in English literature and a 

number of new topics in maths. 

• Everyone has to do at least two science GCSEs . 

• Coursework and controlled assessment have disappeared from most subjects, apart 

from prac�cal ones such as art, dance and drama. 

All GCSE qualifica�ons are being assessed using the new GCSE grading structure (9-1). 

The image shows how they align with legacy grades. 
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In Years 9, 10 and 11 pupils will study towards both  

GCSE English Language and English Literature 

qualifica�ons  

Both courses follow a Linear Specifica�on, meaning 

that they are assessed by 100% terminal 

examina�on, to be sat at the end of Year 11. In Year 

9, pupils will receive four hours of English teaching 

per week; in Year 10 and Year 11, this will rise to five 

hours per week  

All pupils will follow a course of study that covers a 

range of literary and non-fic�on texts in order to 

prepare them for the examina�ons.  

To find out more about English Language and English 

Literature, please speak to  

Mrs Kowalewski or your English teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

English Language  

This specifica�on covers the func�onal elements 

of English, as well as crea�ve wri�ng and speaking 

and listening, through unseen fic�on and non-

fic�on texts from the nineteenth, twen�eth and 

twenty-first centuries. 

 

English Literature  

This specifica�on develops pupils’ enthusiasm for 

Literature by using a skills based approach to 

studying Shakespeare’s ‘Romeo & Juliet’, JB 

Priestley’s, ‘An Inspector Calls’, and Robert Louis 

Stevenson’s ’The strange case of Dr Jekyll and Mr 

Hyde’, as well as a range of poetry from the AQA 

Anthology, ‘Power and Conflict’ cluster.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

GCSE	English	and	English	Literature 

Compulsory Subject 
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Whether you plan to go on to study A-levels (or 

equivalent), go to work or take an  apprenticeship, a 

good understanding of mathematics will be useful 

to you and will improve your problem-solving and 

decision-making skills.  While being an essential 

requirement for entry to most college courses, 

apprenticeships or other higher education learning, 

GCSE Mathematics provides a natural pathway to A-

level Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Biology, 

Computing, Geography, Business Studies and many 

more.  

 The GCSE Mathematics course will enable you to: 

• Develop the skills and knowledge you have 

acquired at Key Stage 3 in Number, Algebra, 

Ratio and Proportion, Geometry, Probability and 

Statistics, 

• Develop problem solving techniques, 

• Apply and transfer mathematical 

skills in ways that are appropriate to 

different real-life situations, 

• Enhance the quality of your 

mathematical written 

communication. 

 

The GCSE qualification is based 

completely on performance in three 

examinations, taken at the end of Year 

11.  Each exam includes a mix of 

question styles, from short, single-mark 

questions to multi-step problems. The 

mathematical demand increases as a 

pupil progresses through the paper. 

 

 

 

 

 

There are two Tiers of entry:  

Foundation and Higher.   

Tier of entry is decided as pupils progress through 

the course, typically at the end of Year 10, and is 

based on progress made in Year9 and Year 10.  A 

Grade 5 can be attained on both Tiers. 

For more information on how mathematics can help 

your future career, see http://

www.mathscareers.org.uk/ 

To find out more about Maths please speak to Mrs 

Pollard or your Maths teacher. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

GCSE	Mathematics 

Compulsory Subject 
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Combined Science  

Pupils following this pathway will achieve 

two GCSEs in Science.  

The units are based on Biology, Chemistry 

and Physics, as per the triple Science path-

way, but do not go into the same range or 

depth of  scientific knowledge and content. 

The course is assessed through six, 1 hour 

and 15 minute long exams (2 in each of the 

science disciplines.)  All exams will be tak-

en in the summer of year 11.   

Triple Science - GCSE     Biology, 

Chemistry and Physics  

Pupils who follow this pathway will achieve 

three separate GCSEs in Science.  

This pathway is suitable for able and moti-

vated pupils who have a keen interest in 

science, and who wish to develop their un-

derstanding to a higher level. It is designed 

to stretch and challenge our most able pu-

pils by providing them with a greater range 

and depth of science to prepare them for A-

level Science study.  

The course is assessed through six, 1 hour 

and 45 minute long exams (2 in each of the 

science disciplines.)  All exams will be taken 

in the summer of year 11.  

 

To study Triple Science, you must select 

Triple Science as an option on your form. 

There are two pathways available to pupils studying 

Science.   

All pupils will study Combined Science course— a 

combination of Biology, Chemistry and Physics 

units— worth the equivalent of two full GCSEs. 

In addition, some pupils may opt for Triple Science as 

one of their four option choices.  This allows pupils 

to study towards three separate science GCSEs—

GCSE Biology, GCSE Chemistry and GCSE Physics. All 

of the combined science content is taught in the 

triple pathway with some additional units added in 

each of the three disciplines. 

Teaching staff will advise on the appropriate 

pathway for each pupil, based on past performance, 

effort and attitude.  

• Pupils on Combined Science courses will have 

ten periods per fortnight of Science lessons  

• Pupils on Triple Science pathways will have 

fifteen periods per fortnight of Science lessons 

All GCSE Science courses will be linear in nature, 

meaning that all examinations will be taken at the 

end of the course. This means that the current Year 8 

pupils will only be examined at the end of their 

studies in May/June 2021.  

To discuss, please speak to Mrs Lambourne, Head of 

Science. 

  

GCSE	Science—Combined	or	Triple	 
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GCSE	Geography 

Why study Geography? 

Geography is a subject that will help you to 

understand what is happening in the world from a 

local to a global scales.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

Course Content 

 Physical geography   

The challenge of natural hazards: Volcanoes, 

earthquakes, extreme weather, climate 

change 

The Living World: Ecosystems, The Amazon 

rainforest, the tundra of Alaska. 

Physical landscapes in the UK: Major uplands, river 

systems, glacial and river processes and 

landforms 

Human Geography 

Urban issues and challenges: Megacities, Lagos, 

London, Nottingham, sustainable urban living 

Changing economic world: Global inequalities in 

development and wealth, employment and 

regional growth in UK 

Resource management: Resource supply and 

demand, globally and in the UK, global food 

security 

Assessment 

This Geography GCSE is a linear course, 

assessment will take place at the end of Year 11. 

What Next? 

The course gives all pupils a better understanding of 

the world and therefore leads well into the further 

study of any humanity, art or science subject. Of 

course it is also the natural precursor to A level 

geography.   

 

Contact Mrs Farrington, Head of Humanities or 

your Geography teacher for more information. 

P
a

p
e

r 1
  

Living with the Physical Environment 

35% of the GCSE 

• Natural hazards 

• Physical landscape of the UK 

• The living world  

P
a

p
e

r 2
  

Challenges to the Human environment 

35% of the GCSE 

• Urban issues and challenges 

• The changing economic world  

• Resources management 

P
a

p
e

r 3
 

Geographical applications 30% of the 

GCSE  

• Issues analysis 

• Fieldwork 

AQA Syllabus 
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GCSE	History 

Edexcel Syllabus 

Why study History? 

History is an interesting and exciting subject taught 

by a successful department. Lessons use a wide 

variety of thinking skills that are transferable to 

other areas of the curriculum. History is a thinking, 

arguing subject based on different kinds of 

evidence and different points of view. If you find 

people interesting this is the course for you! 

 

The History course at GCSE is open to anybody who 

wants to get some understanding of the world we 

live in. The skills you develop will benefit you in any 

walk of life. All you need is interest, enthusiasm 

and the willingness to study hard. This is a subject 

which requires a large amount of writing and 

commitment. There are regular knowledge and 

exam tests throughout the 3 years. 

What Next? 

This course naturally leads to A-Level History. 

Contact Mrs Farrington, Head of Humanities or 

your History teacher for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Content 

This is an exci�ng new History GCSE course which 

covers a wide range of topics allowing us to look at 

Bri�sh and World History over a period of 1000 

years.  

The syllabus includes the following: 

Assessment 

This History GCSE is a linear course, so assessment 

will take place at the end of Year 11. 

P
a

p
e

r 1
  

Thematic Study and Historic Envi-

ronment 

• Medicine in Britain, c1250-

present 

• The British Sector of the Western 

Front 

P
a

p
e

r 2
  

Period Study and British Depth 

Study 

• Anglo-Saxon and Norman Eng-

land, c1060-88 

• Superpower relations and the 

Cold War, 1941-91  

P
a

p
e

r 3
 

Modern Depth Study 

• Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-

39 
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GCSE	French 

 

Why study French? 

It may seem that everyone speaks English, but in 

fact 75% of the world’s popula�on doesn’t. By 

taking a language at GCSE you’ll have amazing 

skills and a valuable talent that’s applicable to 

almost everything you do - so, it's quite a handy 

subject really. A language GCSE builds on what 

you’ve already learnt in Years 7 and 8 and you 

probably know more than you think. Language 

classes are fun and interac�ve and you cover 

things at a slightly quicker pace, but this is good as 

you'll easily no�ce the improvements that you 

make in your foreign language. Plus by taking a 

language GCSE you don’t just learn the language, 

you get to find out about other people, countries 

and cultures so it really is an interes�ng and 

varied subject. 

 

Course Content 

GCSE French builds upon what you have been 

doing in Years 7 and 8. 

• You will develop your communication skills in 

both writing and speaking. 

• You will learn to understand more complex 

written texts and spoken French. 

• You will cover a range of topics including free 

time activities, sport and healthy living, 

holidays, school life, customs and festivals and 

technology. 

• You will learn about cultural aspects of France 

and other French speaking countries, including 

film and music. 

 

 

 

 

Assessment 

Final exams in Y11 in Reading, Wri�ng, Speaking 

and Listening, each worth 25% of the overall 

mark. 

 

What Next? 

This course naturally leads to A-Level French. The 

ability to speak and understand another language 

also opens up many career opportunities in the 

future. 

  

Contact Mrs FitzGerald, Head of Languages or 

your French teacher for more information 
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GCSE	German 

Why study German? 

It may seem that everyone speaks English, but in 

fact 75% of the world’s population doesn’t. By 

taking a language at GCSE you’ll have amazing skills 

and a valuable talent that’s applicable to almost 

everything you do - so, it's quite a handy subject 

really. A language GCSE builds on what you’ve 

already learnt in Years 7 and 8 and you probably 

know more than you think. Language classes are 

fun and interactive and you cover things at a 

slightly quicker pace, but this is good as you'll easily 

notice the improvements that you make in your 

foreign language. Plus by taking a language GCSE 

you don’t just learn the language, you get to find 

out about other people, countries and cultures so it 

really is an interesting and varied subject. 

 

Course Content 

GCSE German builds upon what you have been 

doing in Years 7 and 8 

• You will develop your communication skills in 

both writing and speaking. 

• You will learn to understand more complex 

written texts and spoken German. 

• You will cover a range of topics including free 

time activities, sport and healthy living, holidays, 

customs and festivals and technology. 

• You will learn about cultural aspects of Germany, 

including film and music 

Assessment 

Final exams in Y11 in Reading, Writing, Speaking 

and Listening, each worth 25% of the overall mark 

 

What Next? 

This course naturally leads to 

A-Level German.  The ability 

to speak and understand 

another language also opens 

up many career 

opportunities in the future. 

Contact Mrs Parris for more 

information. 

  

  

  

• . 
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GCSE	Spanish 

Why study Spanish? 

It may seem that everyone speaks English, but in 

fact 75% of the world’s population doesn’t. By 

taking a language at GCSE you’ll have amazing skills 

and a valuable talent that’s applicable to almost 

everything you do - so, it's quite a handy subject 

really. A language GCSE builds on what you’ve 

already learnt in Years 7 and 8 and you probably 

know more than you think. Language classes are 

fun and interactive and you cover things at a 

slightly quicker pace, but this is good as you'll easily 

notice the improvements that you make in your 

foreign language. Plus by taking a language GCSE 

you don’t just learn the language, you get to find 

out about other people, countries and cultures so it 

really is an interesting and varied subject. 

 

 

Course Content 

GCSE Spanish builds upon what you 

have been doing in Years 7 and 8 

• You will develop your 

communication skills in both writing 

and speaking. 

• You will learn to understand more 

complex written texts and spoken 

Spanish. 

• You will cover a range of topics 

including free time activities, sport 

and healthy living, holidays, customs 

and festivals and technology. 

• You will learn about 

cultural aspects of Spain and other 

Spanish speaking countries, including 

film and music. 

Assessment 

Final exams in Y11 in Reading, Writing, Speaking 

and Listening, each worth 25% of the overall mark 

 

What Next? 

This course naturally leads to A-Level Spanish.  The 

ability to speak and understand another language 

also opens up many career opportunities in the 

future. 

Contact Mrs Mee for more information. 
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Why study GCSE Fine Art? 

GCSE in Art can show a future employer that 

you have the ability for creative thinking. The 

crea�ve industries contribute £60 billion per 

year to the na�onal economy. Crea�ve 

industries employ two million people in the UK. 

Course Content 

Pupils follow the AQA Fine Art specifica�on 

exploring a wide range of media through 

themed projects.  Pupils learn to work in both 

two and three dimensions such as: 

• drawing and pain�ng,  

• prin�ng (lino cuDng, mono-prin�ng, dry-

point)  

• sculpture (wire, clay, plaster, wax),  

• photography and digital media.  

Pupils are taught to respond to a given theme 

and learn how to work independently.  

 

Assessment 

Unit 1: 60% PorFolio of Work A porFolio of art work 

containing 2-3 projects. All class work and 

homework contributes towards the final 60%.  

 

Unit 2: 40% A prac�cal response to externally set 

ques�ons. Prepara�on of artwork followed by 10 

hour exam. There is no wri/en exam although 

pupils are expected to complete wri/en ar�st 

research and annotate their work.  

 

Homework is an integral part of Art GCSE and must 

be completed each week. Pupils are expected to 

research ar�sts work and annotate and evaluate 

their work in wri�ng  

 

What Next? 

Progression to A Level Art, Founda�on and  

Degree. Careers in: Art, Adver�sing, fashion, 

architecture, film, illustra�on, graphics, game 

design, and much more.  

 

 

Contact Mrs Hall, 

Head of Art and 

Tech or your Art 

teacher for more 

information. 

 

Artwork by  

current Year 11 

pupil Dora Jones 

GCSE	Art	and	Design	(Fine	Art) 
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GCSE	Business	Studies 

Why study GCSE Business Studies? 
Everything in life involves Business. Think about 

that new top you bought last week and then 

think of what businesses made it possible for you 

to be wearing it right now?  

 

The obvious ones are the Shop and the 

Manufacturing plant but what about the Co/on 

growers? the Label makers? The Delivery 

company? Health & Safety? Even the companies 

that manage the finances of all those businesses. 

Thinking about all those processes and people 

allows you begin to understand about what 

Business Studies is all about. 

 

Business is a major part of everyone’s life and 

anybody who has a good idea about how 

businesses work are at an immediate advantage 

in the future. 

 

Assessment 
• Assessment is through two papers at the end 

of the course —unit one and unit two. Both 

papers are a mixture of mul�ple choice, 

short answer and longer case study response 

ques�ons. 

Course Content 
This exci�ng and valuable qualifica�on will help 

you to understand: 

1. Business in the Real world 

2. Influences on Business 

3. Business Opera�ons 

4. Human Resources 

5. Marke�ng 

6. Finance 

 

How businesses operate and what you need to 

do to become more employable or indeed to set 

up your own business. 

 

The course is up-to-date and relevant, reflec�ng 

the blend of business knowledge, prac�cal skills, 

communica�on and team-working skills needed 

by anyone who is thinking about a career in any 

business-related job. 

 

What Next? 
This course naturally leads to any Level 3 

qualifica�on from BTEC Business Studies to A 

Level Business and Economics.  The course 

provides all pupils with an excellent knowledge 

and understanding of business which can help 

pupils in a large numbers of future careers. 

 

GOT ANY MORE QUESTIONS? 

If you want to find out more about this 

qualifica�on, to help you decide whether it’s 

right for you, talk to Mr Melfi or another 

member of the ICT and Business Department . 
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GCSE	Computer	Science 

Why study Computer Science? 
Computer Science is a very prac�cal subject – you will 

be able to use the knowledge and skills you learn in the 

classroom on real-world problems. It’s also a highly 

crea�ve subject that calls on you to be inven�ve. 

Computer Science opens doors to your future. This 

exci�ng GCSE gives you an excellent opportunity to 

inves�gate how computers work and how they’re used, 

and to develop computer programming and problem-

solving skills. You’ll also do some fascina�ng in-depth 

research and prac�cal work. For example, some of the 

current inves�ga�ons look at JavaScript, encryp�on 

and assembly language programming.  

 

What will you gain from this course?  
♦ valuable thinking and programming skills that are 

extremely a/rac�ve in the modern workplace.  

♦ a deep understanding of problem solving and 

experience in crea�ng efficient solu�ons.  

♦ ability to write down solu�ons to problems for 

other people to understand.  

♦ a good grounding in mainstream compu�ng 

theory and understanding.  

 

What Next? 
The GCSE (9-1) Computer Science is effec�ve 

prepara�on for a range of qualifica�ons including:  

♦ A Level Computer Science  

♦ A voca�onal qualifica�on that offers an 

alterna�ve to A Levels for pupils aged 16+.  

It also provides a good grounding for other subject 

areas that require problem solving and analy�cal skills.  

 

GOT ANY MORE QUESTIONS? 

If you want to find out more about this 

qualifica�on talk to Mr Melfi or another 

member of the ICT and Business Dept. 
PUPILS WHO OPT FOR COMPUTER SCIENCE NEED TO BE 

HIGH ACHIEVERS AND HAVE A GENUINE INTEREST IN 

MATHS AND SCIENCE!  

Course Content  
COMPUTER SYSTEMS COMPONENT 1 

♦ study how processors work 

♦ inves�gate computer memory and storage 

♦ explore modern network layouts and how they 

func�on 

♦ build skills in the ever important realm of cyber 

security 

♦ inves�gate how types of so2ware are used within 

computer systems 

♦ stretch wider comprehension of how computers 

and compu�ng affect ethical, legal, cultural and 

environmental issues.  

COMPUTATIONAL THINKING, ALGORITHMS AND 

PROGRAMMING COMPONENT 2 

♦ study fundamental algorithms in computer 

science 

♦ build a firm founda�on in programming 

techniques 

♦ produce programs through diagrams 

♦ thoroughly test programs and make them 

resistant to misuse 

♦ explore Boolean algebra (AND, OR, NOT) 

♦ understand how we store data within computers 

in binary form.  

A PROGRAMMING PROJECT COMPONENT 3 

♦ use new-found programming skills on an 

independent coding project by solving a real-

world problem of their choice 

♦ the project is carried out under exam-like 

condi�ons. 

Assessment 
There are two exam papers at the end of the syllabus, 

one focusing on computer systems and one with a 

focus on computa�onal thinking, algorithms and 

programming. Each paper lasts 1.5 hours and is worth 

40% of the total GCSE. You will also complete a 

programming project in the final year of the course 

that will take a total of 20 hours to complete, and is 

worth 20% of the final GCSE award.  
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GCSE	Design	&	Technology 

Why study GCSE Design & 

Technology? 

Design & Technology is a brand new exci�ng GCSE. 

The course seeks to prepare you to par�cipate 

confidently and successfully in an increasingly 

technological world; and be aware of, and learn 

from, wider influences on design and technology, 

including historical, social/cultural, environmental 

and economic factors.  

 

The GCSE in Design and Technology will enable you 

to understand and apply an itera�ve design 

processes through which you will explore, create 

and evaluate a range of outcomes. This course will 

enable you to use crea�vity and imagina�on to 

design and make prototypes that solve real and 

relevant problems, considering your own and 

others’ needs, wants and values. 

This qualifica�on will also provide opportuni�es for 

you to apply knowledge 

from other disciplines, including mathema�cs, 

science, art and design, compu�ng and the 

humani�es.  

Assessment 
• 50% assessment 

through written 

examination 

• 50% through a design 

and make portfolio 

 

Course Content 

• Real-world contexts, 

represen�ng 

contemporary issues 

and concerns  

• Focus on needs, wants 

and values of 

individuals and groups, 

leading pupils to 

address problems and/

or opportuni�es 

• Cri�cal evalua�on of new and emerging 

technologies  

• Developments in modern and smart materials, 

composite materials and technical tex�les  

• How electronic systems provide func�onality to 

products and processes 

• The use of programmable components 

• Types and proper�es of the following materials: 

Including Paper and Board, Timber, Metals, 

Plas�cs and tex�les. 

 

What Next? 
This course naturally leads to A-Level Product 

design at sixth form or into other Level 3 

qualifications.  

 

Contact Mrs Hall, Head of Art and Technology for 

more information. 
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Why study GCSE Drama? 
In a changing world where the jobs of tomorrow do not exist today, crea�ve thinking is a skill that many 

future employees value and even look for. GCSE Drama builds on those making and performance skills that 

have been developed through KS3 and here the pupils explore a variety of scripts and various themes in a 

largely prac�cal way. You will  improve your communica�on skills, develop your understanding of yourself 

and know ‘how live theatre performance engages an audience and teaches us about the world in which we 

live’. 

What Next? 

 
The GCSE Drama course naturally leads to the A Level Drama and Theatre Studies op�on in the Sixth 

form and university or further academic and voca�onal op�ons are available from here. With a 

developed apprecia�on of theatre and improved analy�cal skills any GCSE Drama pupil will be in a great 

posi�on to rise to the demands of Post 16 English study or any arts – related subject . 

 

Contact Miss Grantham, Drama Teacher for more information. 

 

GCSE	Drama 

Component 1: Drama Devising 

40% - 60 Marks 

Component 2: Performance 

Texts  

20 % - 48 Marks  

Component 3: Theatre Makers in 

Prac�ce  

40% - 60 Marks 

You will work as a group to create 

you very own piece of drama that 

will be assessed in two ways.  

Assessment:  

1.A wri/en/ recorded evalua�on 

of your involvement in the making 

and performing of the drama. 

(1500—2,000 words, or 8-10 

minutes recording, or mixture of 

both) documentary evidence.  

2. A devised performance (15 

marks). 

  

You will explore and perform in 

two key scenes from a selected 

play. .  

Assessment:  

A visi�ng examiner will mark the 

pupils’ performances which may 

be solo, paired or group. 

This two part 1 hour and 30 

minute wri&en exam requires the 

pupils to answer ques�ons on a 

play studied and one previously 

seen as a live performance.  

Assessment:  

Sec�on A (45 Marks) Pupils 

answer six ques�ons that relate to 

a sec�on of text from a previously 

studied play.  

Sec�on B (15 Marks) Pupils use 

their previously prepared ‘live 

theatre review notes’ to answer 

two analy�cal ques�ons. 
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GCSE	Food	Preparation	&	Nutrition 

Why study GCSE Food Preparation 

& Nutrition? 

GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition is a new 

exciting and creative course which focuses on 

practical cooking skills to ensure pupils develop 

a thorough understanding of nutrition, diet 

and health, food provenance and the scientific 

working characteristics of  ingredients in 

recipes. At it’s heart, this qualification focuses 

on nurturing pupils' practical cookery skills to 

give them a strong understanding of nutrition 

and the science behind our food. 

What Next? 

Studying food preparation and nutrition can 

lead to exciting and well paid career options. 

Consumers are becoming increasingly reliant 

on the food industry to develop solutions for 

their nutritional needs. This course could lead 

you into roles such as a Chef, Food Product 

Developer, Buyer (who travels the world 

sourcing new food products for 

manufacturers), Food Safety Inspectors, 

Nutritionists, Dieticians, Quality Managers, 

Teacher, Food Engineer, Food Scientist, Food 

Technologist, Food Photographer, Food Stylist, 

Home Economist, Hotel and Restaurant 

Manager, Microbiologist, working in food 

magazines, radio and television – for more 

information on food careers please visit www. 

http://tastycareers.org.uk/ 

 

 

 

Assessment 

Exam: Paper 1: Food preparation and nutrition 

(50%) Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes 

Non–Exam Assessment: Task 1: Food 

investigation (15%) Science based experiment 

with a written report of findings. 

Non-Exam Assessment: Task 2: Food 

preparation assessment (35%) Design and 

Make 3 dishes to a set brief alongside a written 

portfolio of research and planning. This NEA 

carries a 3 hour practical exam where all dishes 

are prepared, cooked and presented. 

Course Content 

Food preparation skills are integrated into five 

core topics: 

1. Food, nutrition and health – 

Macronutrients, Micronutrients, Nutritional 

Needs  of People, Diet and Health. 

2. Food science – Cooking of food and Heat 

Transference. Investigating the Working 

Characteristics and the Functional  and 

Chemical Properties of Food. 

3. Food safety – Food Spoilage, Storage, 

Handling and Cooking looking at contamination 

and the Principles of Food Safety. 

4. Food choice – Factors affecting Food Choice, 

British and International Cuisines, Sensory 

Evaluation, Food Labeling and Government 

Schemes. 

5. Food provenance – Where our food comes 

from. Environmental Impact and Sustainability 

of Food, Food Processing and Production. 

 

Contact Mrs Hall  for more information. 
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Why study GCSE 

Media Studies? 

The media is an extremely 

powerful en�ty which plays 

a significant role in almost all 

aspects of modern society; 

Media studies isn't about 

watching films and reading 

newspapers. If you choose to 

take GCSE Media 

Studies ,you will be ac�vely 

engaging with media 

prac�ce, media theory and 

media produc�on. All of 

these skills will build a founda�on for further study 

at A' Level and possibly University. Media Studies is 

some�mes undervalued, but, did you know that 

according to the Office of Na�onal sta�s�c report 

in 2013, people with a degree in media had the 

second highest rate of employment in the UK? If 

you are interested in a subject that is academic and 

crea�ve, theore�cal and prac�cal, then this just 

might be the course for you. 

 

Assessment 

This GCSE course is examined by the WJEC exam 

board and consists of 2 written examination papers 

which combined are worth 70% of your grade. For 

the remaining 30% of your grade you will need to 

submit a piece of coursework. 

 

What Next? 

This course leads well into Undergraduate degrees 

in; Media Studies, English Language, English 

Literature. Natural career progressions would 

include Radio produc�on, TV and Film produc�on, 

wri�ng or direc�on. 

Public Rela�ons, Marke�ng, Adver�sing, Journalism, 

Teaching 

Course Content 

Paper One 

Ques�ons will focus on three areas of the 

theore�cal framework: industries, audiences and 

representa�on. There will be a balanced approach 

to these three areas of the theore�cal framework in 

that Sec�on A will focus on industries and audiences 

whilst Sec�on B will deal with the representa�ons. 

Paper Two 

Ques�ons will focus on media language and 

contexts of the media. Pupils will be expected to 

analyse media products both in rela�on to the 

theore�cal framework and their contexts. Sec�on A 

will focus on language and Sec�on B will focus on 

contexts. 

Coursework 

Applica�on of knowledge and understanding of the 

theore�cal framework. 
 

 

To find out more about Media Studies, please 

speak to Mrs Kowalewski. 

 

GCSE	Media	Studies 
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GCSE	Physical	Education 

Why study GCSE PE? 

GCSE PE is a practical subject aimed to improve your 

knowledge, skills and understanding of a range of 

physical activities. You should have an interest in PE 

and sport and enjoy being active. You will have the 

opportunity to become increasingly effective in your 

performance in a range of team and individual 

activities. 

Assessment 

• 60% examination over 2 papers 

• 40% practical performance and written analysis 

of performance 

What Next? 

This course naturally leads to A-Level PE or BTEC 

Level 3 Sport courses in the Sixth Form. 

 

Contact Mrs McCabe, Head of PE or your PE teacher 

for more information. 

Course Content 

Year 9 pupils gain the necessary skills for their 

practical activities. They will also be introduced to 

the key theoretical concepts involved in GCSE 

Physical Education.  

Year 10 pupils continue the course with on-going 

practical assessments which contribute towards the 

selection of their final three sport scores alongside 

theoretical studies.  

The externally assessed examination will take place 

towards the end of the course in Year 11. The 

theory content is broken down into two sections; 

socio-cultural and physiological reasons for 

participation.  

There is an expectation that all pupils attend after 

school sports clubs or out of school sports clubs to 

improve practical ability. 
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Cambridge	National	in	Enterprise	 

and	Marketing 

Why study for a Cambridge National 

in Enterprise and Marketing? 
A mixture of business content with prac�cal 

learning will allow pupils to develop business 

acumen and enterprising skills. It is an aspira�on 

for many young people is to be self- employed 

and start their own business. The skills required 

for this course,  such as being able to work 

collabora�vely and crea�vely, solve problems 

and have awareness of businesses and 

customers, are also those requested by 

employers. This course enables you to get to 

grips with key aspects of running small 

businesses with a focus on enterprise and 

marke�ng.  

 

Content and Assessment 

Unit 1 Examina�on (50% of course) 

Pupils will learn about the techniques businesses 

use to understand their market and develop 

products, inves�gate what makes a product 

viable and understand how businesses a/ract 

and retain customers. They will also learn about 

key aspects of small businesses, 

including ownership and func�onal 

ac�vi�es   

A range of different types of ques�ons 

will be used, including mul�ple choice, 

short/medium answer ques�ons and 

extended response analysis and 

evalua�on ques�ons.  

 

Unit 2 Coursework (25% of course) In 

unit 2, pupils are provided with a 

business challenge. From this they will 

create a researched and costed 

business proposal. Pupils will need to 

undertake ac�vi�es such as 

conduc�ng market research, 

presen�ng data, using idea genera�on 

tools, seeking and ac�ng on feedback, 

and cos�ng proposals. This unit will develop 

pupils’ self-assessment, collabora�ve working, 

crea�vity, numeracy, research and evalua�ve 

skills.  

 

Unit 3 Coursework (25% of course) In unit 3, 

pupils will prepare for and pitch their own 

business proposal that they developed in unit 2. 

Alongside developing a brand iden�ty, pupils will 

inves�gate how to best promote their product 

and then plan and prepare their pitch.  

 

What Next? 

Cambridge Na�onals provide a strong base for 

progression to further educa�on, whether it is 

on to our Level 3 Cambridge Technicals, A Levels, 

appren�ceship or work.   

          

GOT ANY MORE QUESTIONS? 

If you want to find out more about this 

qualifica�on, to help you decide whether it’s 

right for you, talk to Mr Melfi or another 

member of the ICT and Business Department . 
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Why study CACHE Child Development? 

This qualifica�on provides the opportunity to gain 

a voca�onal qualifica�on that gives a basic 

introduc�on to the sector and it has been 

designed to meet the needs of learners in Key 

Stage 4. It includes the knowledge and 

understanding of child development and well-

being necessary for working with children aged 0-

5 years in a variety of seDngs. It also gives 

learners an insight into their preferred learning 

styles and assists in developing their ability to 

study.  

Course Content 

If chosen, pupils will be studying a variety of 

related topics, some of which include: 

• Family and parenting: What are some of the 

reasons why family life is changing? What family 

structures are found in the UK today? 

• Preparation for pregnancy and birth 

• Aspects of development of children from 

birth to age five: What are the characteristics of 

a new born baby? Why is social and emotional 

development so important? 

• Nutrition and health: How can you encourage 

children to eat healthily? How does diet impact 

on a child’s health and well-being? 

Assessment 

Unit 1: An introduc�on to working with children 

aged 0-5 years - internally assessed coursework 

Unit 2: Development and well-being 0-5 years – 

internally assessed coursework 

 Unit 3: Childcare and development 0-5 years – 

externally assessed exam  
· Exam, externally assessed, worth 34% 

· Controlled assessment, consisting of two 

separate tasks with a combined value of 66% 

 

What Next? 

This course can naturally take you into the route of 

studying it at Level 3 or a career in the caring 

profession. 

 

Contact  Mrs McCabe for more information. 

CACHE		Level	2	in	Childcare 
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CIDA	(ICT) 

Why study IT? 

You will explore how technology impacts on the 

lives of individuals, organisations and society. You 

will learn about current and emerging technologies 

and the issues raised by their use in a range of 

contexts (learning and earning, leisure, shopping 

and money management, health and wellbeing and 

on the move). You will gain a range of practical 

skills by focusing on the system life cycle to design, 

create, test and evaluate a solution. You will 

underpin this with an understanding of IT including: 

IT systems, hardware, software, networks, securing 

IT systems, data and information and emerging 

technologies. 

What makes IT a good choice for 

you? 
• It’s future-proofed 

• You’ll have a head start  

• It’s relevant.  

• All jobs involve ICT 

Course Content 

Unit 1: Developing Web Products (25% of Award— 

externally assessed) - This unit aims to give you the 

knowledge and skills you need to produce attention 

grabbing web products using web authoring 

software, multimedia assests and navigation features. 

You will demonstrate your ability to design, build and 

test web products in practical computer-based 

examination.  

Unit 2: Artwork and imaging  (75% of Award— 

internally assessed) - This unit aims to give you the 

skills to use tools and techniques provided by artwork 

and imaging software to design and create effective 

graphic products for specified purposes and 

audiences. You will investigate a range of graphic 

products to find out how images are used to convey a 

particular message. You will discover that you like 

some of these products more than others and you 

will need to consider why this is the case. You will 

also demonstrate your ability to create effective 

images and graphic products through your work on a 

major project. This will include exhibiting your work 

and supporting evidence eportfolio  

What Next? 

The Award will prepare you for the times ahead, 

whether that be further education or work. We live in 

an ever-changing world where IT is continuously 

changing and in many circumstances can be 

unpredictable.  

If you want to find out more about this qualification, 

talk to Mr Melfi or another member of the ICT and 

Business Department. 
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Why study RSL Level 2 Music? 

RSL Level 2 Music is an exciting, practical course 

where you will have the opportunity to further de-

velop your performance skills  through practice/

rehearsal lessons and the setting and review of 

SMART targets. 

Whether you aspire to be a singing superstar, play 

in a band with your mates, or learn more about 

the context of music, this course caters for you. 

Studying music is not only for pupils who wish to 

pursue a life in the music industry, it is a creative 

and challenging subject which is recognised to pre-

pare individuals for further study and a wide range 

of careers.  

 

The most important requirement for taking music 

is a passion for the subject and a commitment to 

practice an instrument or voice regularly.  

 

Course Content 

You will learn how to per-

form effectively on your 

chosen instrument or 

voice by setting yourself 

targets for improvement. 

You will rehearse a variety 

of songs in different styles 

chosen to develop your 

overall musicianship, con-

tinually evaluating your 

progress along the way. 

 

The core unit is Live Music 

Performance in which pu-

pils perform 10-15 

minutes of music alone 

and/or in small groups. 

With 8 optional units to 

choose from, there is the flexibility to shape the 

course to each learners’ needs. 

Assessment 

• You will complete 3 units and can achieve a 

Pass, Merit or Distinction. 

• There is no written exam, all assessments are 

practical and there are opportunities to re-

view and improve your work throughout the 

course 

 

What Next? 
This course naturally leads to RSL Level 3 in Per-

formance in the Sixth Form. It is an excellent 

choice for any pupil that is interested in contin-

uing with any form of performing in the future. 

Contact Mrs Wood for more infor-

mation. 

  

  

RockSchool	Level	2	Certificate	in	 

Performance	for	Music	Practitioners 
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BTEC	L1/	L2	Award	in	Sport 

Why study BTEC Sport? 

The BTEC Level 2 First Certificate Sport 

qualification is designed to allow learners to study 

a GCSE equivalent Sport qualification which forms 

a sound base from which to progress onto a Level 

3 Qualification. Lessons are both practical and 

coursework based studying a range of different 

sports and study areas. 

 

Course Content  

Core units  

1. Fitness for Sport and Exercise  

2. Practical Sports Performance  

Optional specialist units 

3. The Mind and Sports Performance  

4. The Sports Performer in Action  

5. Training for Personal Fitness  

6. Leading Sports Activities  

  

 

 

 

Assessment 

75% of the assessment is coursework based and 

25% is exam based. The online theory exam will 

take place in the Autumn Term of Yr11. 

The final grade is calculated based on both the 

coursework and examined elements of the 

course. All Units completed in this qualification 

contribute towards the pupil’s final grade. 

What Next? 

Pupils can move onto Level 3 BTEC Sport courses 

in the Sixth form. 

Contact Mrs McCabe or your PE teacher for more 

information. 
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Map	of	the	Evening 

Loca�ons of all the subjects being showcased here tonight. 
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Do: 

�Read the Op�ons booklet carefully. It is full 

of useful informa�on to help guide your 

decisions 

�Visit department areas throughout the Op-

�ons Evening to discuss with teachers 

and find out more informa�on about 

each course 

�Spend some �me discussing your choices 

with your parents or guardians 

�Choose subjects that you are interested 

in—you will be studying them for the 

next three years 

�Think about what skills you have and the 

subjects you are currently doing the best 

in. 

�Select a broad choice of subjects—don't 

make your choices too similar. A BROAD 

and BALANCED curriculum is best and 

will give you the best opportuni�es in 

the future 

�Ask for advice if you need it—House Staff 

and SLT available all evening and over 

the coming weeks. 

�Consider what you may wish to study a8er 

your GCSEs. Some A-levels, par�cularly 

the more academic subjects will require 

you to have a GCSE in the subject 

 

 

Don’t: 

�Pick subjects just because your friends are 

choosing them—there is no guarantee 

you would end up in the same class. 

�Don’t pick subjects because you like the 

teacher—or equally because you dislike 

your current teacher 

 

 

Once you have made your decision, you 

need to complete the Op�ons form.  

You must select a subject from each op�on 

block. 

 

PLEASE NOTE, ONLY OPTIONS 

CLASSES WITH VIABLE     

PUPIL NUMBERS WILL BE 

ABLE TO RUN. 

• If your choices can not be met you will 

be consulted about changing them.  

 
 

 

 

Guidance for Choosing Op�ons 

The deadline for submission of forms to Student Services is  

Friday 16th March 2018 
Spare forms available from the Data Office or Mrs Sharpe  


